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Three soldiers Kkilled 1n Gaza;
Trump envoy h

Yaniv Kubovich
and Ofer Aderet

Three soldiers were killed
in Gaza over the past two
days, the Israel Defense
Forces announced.

Staff Sgt. Ido Shamik, 20,
from the central city of Ganei
Tikva, was killed by gunfire
Tuesday morning in north-
ern Gaza's Beit Hanoun. The
IDF said that the incident is
under investigation.

Shamik, who served in a
Nahal Brigade commando
unit, is survived by his par-
ents, Ofra and Uri, as well
as his brothers, Itai, Adi
and Omer.

The Chabad of Ganei Tik-
va said that “Ido was a mod-
est, principled and pleasant
young man. Full of love for
the people of Israel and a
hero of Israel. Ido would
come to our Chabad house,
where we were privileged
to hear from him in detail
about his actions and those
of his dear friends who sac-
rificed their lives for the
people of Israel in the war.”

Shamik’s funeral will take
place on Wednesday at 12
P.M. at the Savyon Cemetery.

On Monday, two officers
in 932nd Battalion of the
Nahal Brigade were killed in
combat by anti-tank missile
fire in Beit Hanoun. Capt.
Eitan Israel Shiknazi, 24,
from the settlement of Eli,
served as a deputy unit com-
mander, and Maj. Dvir Zion
Revah, 28, from Jerusalem,
served as a unit commander
in the battalion.

Two other soldiers were
seriously wounded in the in-
cident, while two other Nahal
Brigade soldiers were seri-
ously wounded in a different
incident earlier that day.

ISRAEL'S LEADING DAILY NEWSPAPER

Wife of soldier Capt. Eitan Israel Shiknazi, who was Kkilled in Gaza, during his funeral in Hatzor Haglilit, on Tuesday.

Revah, the son of Avra-
ham and Ashira, studied at
the Tactical Command Col-
lege, which trains officers
for command roles in the
ground forces. He was eulo-
gized as “a hero of Israel who
defended the country.”

Shiknazi, who grew up in
Hatzor Haglilit in the north,

is survived by his wife Hal-
lel and his parents Sonia and
Yossi. He studied at the Bnei
David pre-military academy
in Eli, and is the 10th person
from the community to fall
since the war began.

The head of the Binya-
min Regional Council, Israel
(Ganz, said Shiknazi“grew up

and was educated on dedica-
tion and love for the people
and the land, and this is how
he lived and fell.”

Michael Kabesa, the head
of the Hatzor Haglilit local
council, said: “Hatzor has
lost one of its finest sons.”
He added that Shiknazi, a
fourth-generation resident

of Hatzor Haglilit, “was a
symbol of dedication, deter-
mination and courage.”
Since of the start of the
war in (Gaza, a total of 828
soldiers have been killed,
according to the IDF. Since
the start of the most recent
ground operation in northern
(Gaza, which began on Octo-

eading to Qatar

Shir Torem/Reuters

ber 6, 2024, 42 soldiers have
been killed in the area.

According to a military
statement released Tues-
day, the Kfir Brigade has
concluded its operations in
the northern Gaza Strip af-
ter 64 days.
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Watchdog: IDF
disrupting Oct. 7
probe interviews

Yaniv Kubovich
and Chen Maanit

State Comptroller Matan-
yahu Englman accused the
Israeli army on Monday of
hindering the state inves-
tigation of the October 7
events by intimidating wit-
nesses, pressuring officers
to withhold information and
secretly recording meetings
with his staff, after months-
long discussions on the in-
vestigation’s framework.

In a letter to IDF Chief
of Staff Herzl Halevi, Engl-
man also threatened to use
his office’s regulatory pow-
ers if the army continued
to “damage and disrupt the
investigative processes” by
conveying a “message of de-

terrence and intimidation”
toward officers and people
of ranks in the field in con-
tact with the state comptrol-
lers’ staff.

The IDF said in response
that it “always operates in
accordance with the law
and fully and transparently
cooperates with the state
comptroller.” With regard
to the complaints in Engl-
man’s letter, the army said
it 1s studying them and will
respond promptly.

Englman said that at ev-
ery meeting with IDF offi-
cials, there is a representa-
tive of an IDF team tasked
with ‘coordinating contact’
with the Comptroller’s

See PROBE, Page2

Herzog asks Shin Bet
chief about BibiLeaks
suspect, mulls pardon

Bar Peleg
and Jonathan Lis

President Isaac Herzog
spoke with Shin Bet secu-
rity service chief Ronen
Bar about the risk posed
to national security by Ari
Rosenfeld, the reserve army
officer detained for leaking
intelligence to the Prime
Minister’s Office.

The discussion comes as
President Herzog weighs
Rosenfeld’s appeal for a
pardon, despite the fact the
trial is still ongoing, with
lawyers arguing in court
about Rosenfeld’s danger
to national security and re-
mand conditions.

Rosenfeld is accused
of passing top-secret ma-
terial to Eli1 Feldstein, a

spokesman for Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu,
who leaked the informa-
tion to foreign media. Ac-
cording to the indictment,
Feldstein and Rosenfeld
sought to get around the
accepted protocols for
transferring documents,

and in the process, leaked
classified information.

Prosecutors have sought
to detain the two until the
end of their trials, but the
Supreme Court in early De-
cember ordered Feldstein
to be released to house ar-
rest. Rosenfeld was kept in
custody.

As first reported on
Tuesday by Israel Hayom,
Herzog showed the Shin
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MK Tally Gotliv

Hadas Parush

MK Gotliv refuses to attend police questioning, again

Josh Breiner

Likud MK Tally Gotliv
has refused for the second
time to appear for police
questioning regarding an
investigation into her al-
leged disclosure of a Shin
Bet agent’s identity, an
offense she asserts is pro-
tected by her parliamen-
tary immunity.

In a post on her X ac-

count, Gotliv wrote that she
had advised the investigator
“to refrain from contacting
me, as I have no intention of
appearing.”

This marks the second
time Gotliv has been sum-
moned under the same al-
legation. On the previous
occasion, she similarly de-
clined to comply, citing her
parliamentary immunity as
grounds for not being com-

pelled to appear.

In January 2023, Gotliv
posted that the partner of
Shikma Bressler, a promi-
nent leader of the protest
movement against the ju-
dicial overhaul, is an agent
of the Shin Bet security
service.

She also propagated a
false conspiracy theory
linking cooperation be-
tween protest leaders and

senior security officials to
the October 7 massacre.

Gotliv shared an ar-
ticle from the conspiracy
site Edna Karnaval, which
falsely claimed that U.S.
intelligence agencies in-
tercepted a conversation
between Bressler’s partner
and Hamas leader Yahya
Sinwar in Gaza.

Following Gotliv’s posts,
Shin Bet Director Ronen

Bar requested an investiga-
tion into her actions from
Attorney General Gali Ba-
harav-Miara. In his letter,
Bar stated that Gotliv had
“published the full details
of the agent and his family
members,” 1in violation of the
law. “As is known, Section 19
of the Shin Bet Service Law
prohibits the publication of
the identities of service em-
ployees, both past and pres-

ent,” he wrote.

Bar emphasized that Got-
liv’s actions not only repre-
sented a clear violation of the
law, but also posed a direct
threat to national security.
“The exposure of the agent’s
identity was done knowingly
and intentionally, endanger-
ing the safety and well-being
of the service employee and
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Swan song on U.S.-Israel policy

Biden’s last arms sale to Israel
leaves an explosive legacy

Ben Samuels

WASHINGTON - With just
two weeks left in his lame-
duck administration, outgo-
ing U.S. President Joe Biden
has started his swan song on
U.S.-Israel policy.

It could have been a pu-
nitive measure addressing
Israel’s far-right ministers;
conditioned assistance on
the improvement of Gaza's
humanitarian crisis; pro-
moting an international ef-
fort at curbing West Bank
settlements; or creating
momentum for a two-state
solution.

Instead, the Biden admin-
istration informed Congress
informally of its intention
to undertake another ma-
jor arms sale to Israel. This
seems like a fitting end to
four vyears of policy that
seemed to please no one and
antagonize anyone unhappy
with the status quo.

Several people familiar
with the matter said the
proposed $8 billion sale,
first reported by Axios, isn’t
very different from the $20
billion deal from several
months ago. So even though
it 1s taking place during
Israel’'s increasingly scru-

tinized war in Gaza, the
weapons included in the sale
are seen by the administra-
tion as meant for long-term
considerations and are not
explicitly meant to aid the
ongoing war in the Strip.

Still, they include high-
explosive mortar rounds and
joint direct attack munitions
(JDAMSs), missiles for attack
helicopters and air-to-air
missiles ostensibly meant
to defend against airborne
threats. The sale even in-
cludes 500-pound warheads
— similar to the ones frozen
in the lone arms shipment
the Biden administration
has publicly admitted it
halted last spring.

Critics on both sides of
the aisle will undoubtedly
point to flaws with Biden’s
timing. For a steadily grow-
ing number of disillusioned
Democrats, the arms sale
will be a final bullet point
on the 82-year-old’s legacy
where he blindly accepted
Israel’s alleged wviolations
of U.S. law as a recipient of
military assistance in the
name of unfettered ties.

In the eyes of Republican
critics, the sale is an attempt

to distract from what they
see as the intentional and
systematic slow-rolling of
U.S. military assistance to
Israel - all while the presi-
dent continues his rhetoric
of “ironclad commitments to
Israel’s security.”

The State Department’s
informal notification about
the sale 1s just the first step
in a process with several
milestones. However, the
process the administration
used to think of as rubber-
stamping has evolved into
something much more po-
litically fraught since the
start of the Gaza war 15
months ago.

Last year, both the Biden
administration and pro-
Israel advocates intensely
lobbied the two Democratic
lawmakers responsible for
green-lighting the $20-bil-
lion deal in order to allow
the sale’s approval process
to formally begin.

Rep. Gregory Meeks,
the ranking Democrat on
the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, did not permit
the sale until the White
House provided assuranc-
es about how the weapons
would be used.

Even Meeks' former

See ARMS, Page4
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Suspected role
in alleged coup

Venezuela arrests
Israeli citizen, 124
other foreigners

World according
to Trump

Hellscape at home,
hellscape abroad

Photos: Gage Skidmore;
Russian GPO/Wikimedia; Alexvz3d/
Shunterstock. Artwork: Anastasia Shub
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A far-right chancellor could be
Austria’s worst nightmare
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Liam Hoare

VIENNA - Austrian Presi-
dent Alexander Van der Bel-
len shuffled wearily through
the carpeted red door and
into the grand Maria The-
resa Room in Vienna's im-
perial Hofburg palace on
Monday to make an impor-
tant announcement.

“I did not take this deci-
sion lightly,” he told the as-
sembled media before a por-
trait of the former empress,
justifying his decision to
give the leader of the Free-
dom Party, Herbert Kickl, a
mandate to try to form a gov-
ernment. The move has put
Austriaonthe pathto having
its first far-right chancellor
since World War I1.

This was far from the out-
come the centrist Van der
Bellen wanted. At the end
of September, the Freedom
Party won the legislative
election with 28.8 percent
of the vote. However, explor-
atory discussions following
the vote revealed that the
far right had no one who
wanted to share power with
them. So, in late October,
Van der Bellen gave current
Chancellor Karl Nehammer
of the conservative Austri-
an People’s Party a shot at
forming a ruling coalition,
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Grandmothers Against the Right holding a banner that reads ““Stand together against the

right,” during a protest outside Vienna’s presidential office on Monday.

pushing him into the arms of
the center-left Social Demo-
cratic Party.

Nehammer began talks
with the Social Democrats
in mid-November, along
with the liberal NEOS Party,
about forming a three-party
government. Negotiations
were slow and painful - not
only because of the ideologi-
cal differences between the
parties, but because of the
bleak economic backdrop
against which the talks took
place. Austria must consoli-

date its budget in order to
bring its budget deficit back
below 3 percent of gross do-
mestic product, as mandated
by the European Union. Still,
the expectation was that the
three parties would come to
an agreement by the end of
January.

Then, in the middle of the
Christmas holiday slumber
when minds were focused
on other things, everything
blew up. Last Friday, the
NEOS suddenly announced
that it was withdrawing

Heinz-Peter Bader/AP

from the coalition talks,
arguing that the other par-
ties were not amenable to
the reforms it believed the
country needed.

The People’s Party and
Social Democratic Party
continued two-party talks
for all of 24 hours, before the
former unilaterally ended
negotiations. On Saturday,
Nehammer - who had staked
his political career on oppos-
ing Kickl and making this

See AUSTRIA, Page 4
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“To be or not to be’: Jenin operation could

seal the Palestinian Authority’s fate

Palestinian Authority se-
curity forces have been op-
erating in the Jenin refugee
camp for nearly a month as
tensions amid arise inarmed
conflict with Palestinian mi-
litias in the West Bank.

As of Sunday, 11 people
have been killed, six of
them police and five of
them civilians, including
a journalist and a father
and son killed over the past
weekend. Witnesses say
that among the civilians
killed, only one was a mili-
tant, and that the rest were
bystanders. The operation
has also left many wounded.

Residents of the camp and
the city of Jenin who spoke
with Haaretz said they had no
idea how long the operation
would continue, and talks
toward a deescalation agree-
ment are not progressing.

In late December, PA se-
curity forces launched an
operation in the Jenin refu-
gee camp 1n the West Bank,
with the stated purpose of
restoring law and order in
the refugee camp and de-
feating the armed groups
operating in Jenin, like the
so-called Jenin Brigades
comprised of Hamas and
Islamic Jihad militants.

The Jenin Brigades assert
that the PA is cracking down
on them to show Israel that
it is in control of the areas it
governs in the West Bank.

A source close to Palestin-
ian President Mahmoud Ab-
bas say the operation is also
related to discussions of its
role in the Gaza Strip after
the war. “If [Abbas] and the
| Palestinian] Authority are
unable to enforce order in a
city like Jenin, how can you
expect [them] to enforce
order in the Gaza Strip and
around the West Bank?” the
source said.

When the security forces
entered the camp, many
feared that clashes with lo-
cal gunmen would spill into
other cities like Nablus and

Tubas. While the PA has so
far succeeded in contain-
ing the violence, the impact
of the operation is being felt
across the West Bank.

“Jenin 1s In an important
fight for the PA and its secu-
rity branches - it’s a matter
of to be or not to be,” one PA
official told Haaretz.

Over the past two weeks,
he said, the PA and its se-
curity forces have been en-
couraged by the operation’s
progress and have stepped
up the pressure.

“Armed fighters in the
camp have 1ssued state-
ments and calls for the
Palestinian public to go out
into the streets and support
them, but the response has
been very limited and mod-
est,” he said. “Those who
have come out have mainly
been the parents of those
killed in clashes with armed
men and to a lesser degree
people who actually express
support for them.”

“But we're not talking
about a popular protest that
would put pressure on the
security focus and the PA
leadership - mainly Abu Ma-
zen and his circle - to end the
operations,”’ the official said,
referring to PA President
Mahmoud Abbas.

There are a few different
explanations for why this
has happened. Opponents of
the PA claim that the secu-
rity forces, mainly the intel-
ligence branch, have been
exerting heavy public and
media pressure on residents,
going so far as to threaten
those who express solidarity
with the gunmen.

“The Palestinian Author-
ity, especially the security
forces, is still powerful. In
many respects, it remains
in control and has the means
to repress protests,” said a
Jenin resident who did come
out to protest the operation.
“Therefore, many of those
who express support [for the
militants] have found them-
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Palestinian Authority forces in Jenin, on Monday.

selves under investigation or
have been threatened.”

He said the war with the
gunmen was not just be-
ing waged in clashes on the
streets but on social and con-
ventional media, which con-
stitute an important platform
for the militants. As part of
that campaign, the PA last
week suspended Al Jazeera
broadcasts in the West Bank.

At the same time, local
and West Bank-wide Fatah
leadership has been work-
ing to win over public opin-
ion for the PA and its secu-
rity forces.

In a meeting in Jenin, for
example, Majed Faraj, the
head of the Palestinian Au-
thority’s intelligence appa-
ratus, said the gunmen had
a private agenda that would
bring harm to West Bank
Palestinians.

“The Palestinian public
has always supported re-
sistance against the occu-
pation, which gives them
a horizon, and not with

showy performances that
are mainly media-driven,”
said a veteran Fatah activ-
ist in Jenin who opposes the
gunmen.

He told Haaretz that the
gunmen have no political
agenda or strategy - they
simply shoot at Israeli troops
when they enter the city or
the refugee camp or hold
parades of masked gunmen.

“That won't lead to any
kind of diplomatic pressure.
Israel is exploiting as much
as possible and wreaking
havoc in refugee camps, cit-
ies and villages without any
response or consideration
from the international com-
munity,” he pointed out.

However, even inside
Fatah there are those who
have come out openly
against the Jenin opera-
tion, asserting that the PA
1s working in support of Is-
raeli and U.S. interests.

Over the past few days,
Zakaria Zubeidi and Jamal
Hawil, two Fatah officials

now imprisoned in Israel,
issued a statement opposing
the PA’s move. In the past,
Zubeidi and many other
Tanzim activists had sur-
rendered their weapons in
an arrangement with the PA
to give a chance for a negoti-
ated agreement with Israel,
but that hasn’t happened.
“The real problem is the
lack of hope and the absence
of any political horizon un-
der a right-wing Israeli gov-
ernment that has buried the
Oslo Accords, violated all in-
ternational laws and is plan-
ning annexation moves with-
out the PA able to respond,”
Zubeidi and Hawil wrote.
They continued: “The
problem is not with the re-
sistance, but with those who
were convinced that they
would have a role after its
elimination, and were con-
vinced that the Americans
and Israelis would grant
them power and a state.”
Another point concerns
the widely held fear in Jenin

Raneen Sawafia/Reuters

and the West Bank generally
that the destruction in the
(Gaza Strip could happen in
the West Bank. This view is
held by many businesspeo-
ple and merchants, whose
status in Palestinian society
has grown, and with it, their
influence over the PA.

This pressure 1s evident
in Nablus, but the merchants
also have a great deal of
influence in areas like He-
bron. This has prevented the
protests from spreading and
the gunmen from stepping
up pressure in these cities.

Opponents of the Jenin
operation claim that the PA
is losing the last of its le-
gitimacy and that internal
Palestinian squabbling will
lead to nothing but its col-
lapse. But with the backing
of the business community,
the PA may be able to lever-
age its operation in Jenin
into securing control of the
West Bank and as a segue
to regaining control of the
(Gaza Strip.

GAZA

Continued from page 1

The army clarified that
the 162nd Division contin-
ues its activities in the area
and emphasized that there
is no intention to allow
residents to return to their
homes in northern Gaza un-
til the political leadership
decides on the matter.

U.S. President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s Envoy to the
Middle East Steven Witkoff
is due to leave for Qatar on
Wednesday, where nego-
tiations are taking place on a
deal to bring back the hostag-
es held in Gaza. “I don’'t want
to say too much but we're
making a lot of progress,”

Ido Shamik

Witkoff said, speaking at an
event at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
in Florida. “They're doing a
really good job.”

When asked about the ne-
gotiations, Trump replied: “I
don’t want to hurt the negoti-
ation, but if they’'re not back
by the time I get into office,

Dvir Zion Revah

all hell will break out in the
Middle East.”

President Isaac Herzog
met on Tuesday with pris-
oners and missing persons
coordinators from the Unit-
ed States, Canada, Germa-
ny, Austria and the United
Kingdom, who are current-

ly visiting Israel.

Also on Tuesday, Israeli
authorities released details
from the interrogation of a
Hamas militant arrested at
the Kamal Adwan Hospital
in northern Gaza. The op-
eration led to the capture of
more than 240 militants from
Hamas and the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad. In a video of
his interrogation, Hamas
operative Anas Muhammad
Faiz al-Sherif described how
militants used the hospital as
a strategic base, assuming it
would not be directly target-
ed by the Israeli military. He
says weapons were moved
to and from the facility and
used in ambushes and tun-
nels against [sraeli forces.

With reporting by Ben
Samuels and Michael Haus-
er Tov.

GOTLIV

Continued from page 1

his family,” Bar wrote.

Based on Bar’s request
and the recommendation
of State Prosecutor Amit
Aisman, Baharav-Miara
authorized the investi-
gation into Gotliv. In re-
sponse, Gotliv stated that
she would not appear for
questioning. “As I have
clarified to the unit repre-
sentative, I am protected
by immunity from crimi-
nal liability for any act or
statement made within the
scope of fulfilling my du-
ties,” Gotliv wrote on her
X account.

“The disclosure of de-

tails regarding the partner
of the dangerous Shikma
Bressler was done in the
context of my role and re-
sponsibilities.” She added,
“A Shin Bet employee
whose partner leads civil
disobedience, encourages
insubordination, and op-
poses the government in a
dangerous manner had an
obligation to disclose this
information.”

Gotliv further criticized
the attorney general, ac-
cusing her of trying to in-
timidate and silence her.
“The summons for ques-
tioning is an abuse of pow-
er, aimed at silencing me,”
Gotliv said. “I will not al-
low the attorney general to
silence or intimidate me.
As is known, I cannot be
compelled to appear.”

Alleged sexual assault
victim of Eyal Golan
speaks at Knesset

Noa Shpigel
and Shira Naot

One of the complainants
in the 2013 sex scandal al-
legedly involving Israeli
pop star Eyal Golan sharp-
ly criticized police conduct
during the investigation,
testifying before a Knesset
committee on Monday.

The Knesset Committee
for the Advancement of the
Status of Women convened
under the title “Standing
with Taisia Zamolutzky,”
after she publicly identified
herself last week as a com-
plainant in the case.

Speaking to the commit-
tee, Zamolutzky alleged that
police mishandled the inves-
tigation. “The Israeli police
claim the investigation was
thorough and professional.
Eyal Golan claims he was
‘combed through with a fine-
tooth comb’ and that the case
was closed twice for lack of
evidence. I claim this was
not a negligent investigation
but a criminal one. It is time
to expose the truth,” she said.

Social Equality and Wom-
en’s Advancement Minister
May Golan did not attend the
hearing. Zamolutzky, who
was a minor at the time of
the alleged abuse, recounted
traumatic experiences with
law enforcement. She de-
scribed being handcuffed at
her home and subjected to ag-
gressive interrogation.

“There was an investi-
gator named Shirley who
screamed at me, ‘Say now
who you were with,” accus-
ing me of prostitution and
drug use. All of this was
done while I was a minor,
unaware and lacking judg-
ment,” she said.

“When I reviewed the
visual evidence from the in-
vestigation, I realized how
invisible, worthless, and
powerless I was in the face of
such a powerful man,” Zamo-
lutzky added.

She also alleged that
police showed favoritism
toward Golan during the in-
vestigation. “At the Tel Aviv
police station, there was ex-
citement. Everyone wanted
selfies with the singer. In
the interrogation rooms, he
was served food, popcorn,
and had conversations about
soccer. His lawyer would call
the head of the investigative
team during questioning and
assure Golan he could turnto
him for help,” she said.

Zamolutzky claimed that
investigators and Golan
searched for a hidden camera
in the interrogation room and
eventually located it. “From
that point on, the head inves-
tigator blocked the camera
with his back, passing mes-
sages to Golan. Golan was so
pleased by this that he would
hug and kiss them after each
message,” she said.

Zamolutzky also spoke
about her exploitation as a
minor for nearly a year, de-
scribing it as part of a sys-
tematic abuse under Golan’s
influence. “I was a vulner-

able teenager in a state insti-
tution, easy prey for exploit-
ers and rapists. There were
promises, sweet words: ‘My
dear, you'll go far, we’ll trav-
el, you'll be VIP." At the time,
I thought I was on top of the
world, but I soon realized I
was trapped,” she said.

She added, “Asachild with
no support, I had no tools to
escape. I said ‘no’ dozens of
times — it didn’'t help me.”
Zamolutzky described the
dismissive attitude of investi-
gators, recalling being asked,
‘“’Either you wanted it, or you
were high, or you were horny’
... T hey tried to build a case.”

The session also included
testimony from Nechama
Te'ena, who has accused Rab-
b1 Zvi Tau of sexual assault.
Tau is the spiritual leader of
the far-right, anti-LGBTQ
Noam Party and a prominent
Haredi-nationalist rabbi.

Te’ena alleged that Noam
MK Avi Maoz tried to block
her from entering the Knes-
set by appealing to the Knes-
set officer. “My family is be-
ing ostracized,” Te'ena said.
“I am calling on the prosecu-
tion: There are more victims.
Issue a statement encourag-

ing them to testify.”

Maoz’s office denied the
allegations, calling them
“completely false.”

Since Zamolutzky’s in-
terview last week, dozens of
municipal leaders have an-
nounced they will no longer
invite Golan to perform at
public events, and his sched-
uled appearance at the Wom-
en’s Festival in Eilat next
month has been canceled.

Golan was first investi-
gated in 2013 in the “Social
Games” case, which involved
allegations of statutory rape
and encouraging minors to
use drugs. While the case
against Golan was closed for
lack of evidence, his father,
Danny Biton, was sentenced
to two years in prison as
part of a plea deal for solic-
iting prostitution, exploiting
minors, and evidence tam-
pering. In 2022, Golan was
investigated again following
testimony from Zamolutzky
and another complainant, but
the case was closed in 2023
due to lack of evidence.

The Israel Police said in a
statement that “A profession-
al and thorough investigation
was conducted covertly in
2013. During the investiga-
tion, the police carried out a
wide range of investigative
actions, Including arrests
l[and] collecting testimonies.

“Contrary to what has
been claimed, we empha-
size that the investigation
was conducted sensitively,
and all the complainants’
rights were upheld. At the
conclusion of the investiga-
tion, which was overseen by
a supervising prosecutor,
the case was submitted for
review and the adoption of
decisions by the prosecu-
tion, which filed a severe
indictment against one of
the individuals involved,”
the police added.
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Jewish Federations of North America
congratulates our
Chair of the Board of Trustees

m Jewish

Federations

of North Armericc

Julie Beren Platt

and the other honorees on receiving the
Presidential Medal of Honor,
Israel’s highest civilian award,
from President Isaac Herzog.

We salute and admire Julie’s decades
of service to Israel and the Jewish People
as we express our admiration

and send our love.
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Bet chief queries he had re-
ceived from Knesset mem-
bers and ordinary citizens
about Rosenfeld.

The risk to national secu-
rity isthe key criterion for es-
tablishing prison conditions
for a defendant, and as such
Rosenfeld has been waging
a campaign with the help of
elected officials to have the
Tel Aviv District Court re-
lease him to house arrest.

The court heard an appeal
from him Tuesday morn-
ing on the matter, and heard
the opinion of the IDF, but
not the Shin Bet. Uri Corb,
Rosenfeld’s attorney, cited
Supreme Court Justice Alex
Stein’s ruling that Rosenfeld
should remain in custody be-
cause there was no way to en-
sure that he would not passon
other classified information.

But Corb noted that in pris-
on, the defendant had been in
contact with many individu-
als to whom he could have
passed on classified informa-
tion had he wanted to, includ-
ing his cellmate, who was
convicted of espionage; other
detainees he meets when out
of his cell, including security
prisoners; and the coalition
MKSs who visited him.

“He has been allowed to
meet unsupervised with

these people, not once, doz-
ens of times,” Corb said. “If
the state believes its own ar-
gument, it wouldn’t allow this
to happen.”

Corb submitted a letter to
the court with the Knesset
logo on it, claiming that se-
curity officials believe that
Rosenfeld poses no risk to
national security and that a
risk would be posed if he re-
mained in custody.

Adi Arad from the State
Prosecutor’s Office told the
court that his level of risk
had been determined even
before the letter was submit-
ted, based on the offenses he
1s accused of, statements he
made saying he would contin-
ue committing these offenses
and the army’s position as
submitted to the court.

She said the army’s po-
sition regarding the risk
Rosenfeld posed was due to
the quality and timeliness
of the information he had, as
well as the fact that the coun-
try was at war. “Hence,” she
said, “we believe that the rel-
evant position among those of
the security agencies is that
of the army.”

The President’s Office
said Rosenfeld’s request to
Herzog for a presidential par-
don had been under review
since it was made last month.
“The president has complete
confidence in the justice sys-
tem and the request will be
examined like others [in the
past],” the office said.

PROBE

Continued from page 1

Office. “The more sensitive
the subject of the meeting or
when the officeholder meet-
ing with the Comptroller’s
Office’s staff is more senior,
the more senior is the repre-
sentative of the [IDF’s coor-
dinating team] attending the
meeting,” Englman said.

Insome cases, the IDF rep-
resentative recorded what
was said, he added. Englman
alleged the representatives
of the IDF team decided on
their own to record the meet-
ings with his office staff
without his staff’s knowl-
edge. “If our representative
hadn’t noticed the record-
ing device at the end of the
meeting, it’s possible that we
wouldn’t have known about it
at all,” he wrote, adding his
staff’s request to obtain the
recordings was refused.

An IDF representative
who was summoned to meet
with staff from the State
Comptroller’s Office admit-
ted that he was asked to sign
a confidentiality agreement.
According to Englman’s un-
derstanding, this document
limited the information that
would be shared with his
staff. Englman also wrote
that another officer said that
he had been briefed in prepa-
ration for his meeting with

<
_

Naama Grynbaum

Englman

Englman’s office. The comp-
troller also complained that
he had not yet been provided
requested information from
the army’s own internal in-
vestigations that had already
been presented to the defense
minister regarding the Octo-
ber 7 attack.

In his letter, Englman
claimed that the IDF’s ap-
proach to the investigation is
liable to dissuade members
of the IDF from cooperating
fully with his investigation
and withholding the truth.

He mentioned that 10
days before sending his
letter, his office staff had
a meeting with the deputy
chief of staff of the IDF and
representatives of Halevi's
office “in an attempt to ad-
dress that conduct, but this
dialogue didn’t produce the
required change.”

“As long as these impedi-
ments are not removed by
January 15, I will be forced to

make use of the investigative
authority vested in me, in-
cluding the authority to sum-
mon witnesses to the State
Comptroller’s Office to pres-
ent documents and provide
testimony,” Englman wrote.

The IDF, he said, needs to
cooperate in accordance with
the plan that was agreed to
“Ina manner that enables the
continuation of the combat
for the benefit of the citizens
of Israel and the defense of
our country from all of our
enemies, in addition to over-
sight procedures that get
down to the root of the truth.”

The Comptroller’s Office
launched its 1nvestigation
into the failures of October
7 a year ago, prompting the
IDF chief of staff to criticize
its timing, arguing it was un-
precedented and premature
to conduct the probe before
the war’s conclusion.

In June, the High Court
of Justice issued an order
suspending the state comp-
troller’s investigation follow-
ing petitions filed with the
court. In November, the State
Comptroller’s Office and the
IDF informed the court that
they had worked out a plan
that would not interfere with
the conduct of the war. The
two sides agreed on 12 issues
that Englman’s office would
investigate initially.

The two sides are expect-
ed to return to the court in
March to report on the prog-
ress of the investigation.
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Poll: Nearly half of northern Israel
evacuees may not return home

Noa Shpigel
and Adi Hashmonai

Nearly half of all Israelis
evacuated from the north
have yet to decide whether
they will return to their
homes, while an additional 5
percent have already decided
not to, according to newly
published data presented on
Monday at a conference in
the Knesset. According tothe
survey, the main reason they
have yet to return is concern
for personal security. About
half of those who said they
didn’t plan toreturn said they
preferred to remain where
they had been evacuated to.

Among residents of Metu-
la, 47 percent of the respon-
dents said they hadn’t re-
turned because their homes
had not yet been rebuilt or
repaired from war damage.

The poll was released at
a conference taking place at
the Knesset, which was at-
tended by lawmakers, resi-
dents of northern Israel and
local leaders.

Interior Minister Moshe
Arbel told the conference
that Einav Peretz, an ac-
countant by profession and
who heads the ministry’s
northern district, would be
appointed interim head for
northern Israel’s recupera-
tion. Peretz will keep her
Interior Ministry post, re-
placing Eliezer Marom, the
former commander of the
Israel Navy, who stepped
down in December. Most of
the survey respondents ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
solutions they were offered
for their children’s education
at the time of the evacuation
as well as housing, healthand
psychological support.

However, most were un-
happy with the financial
compensation they were
given, which they said didn't
fully reflect the losses they
had sustained. Half of re-
spondents said they feared
their old communities had
not remained united.

The site where a Hezbollah rocket hit a residential building in Kiryat Shmona, last yeﬁr.

Regarding education, 46
percent of respondents said
they felt the solutions they
were offered were complete,
while 24 percent said they
were only partial. In con-
trast, 9 percent deemed the
solutions they were given un-
satisfactory, while 13 percent
said they were offered no
help at all. Some 46 percent of
the evacuees said their ongo-
ing needs were fully met, and
21 percent said only partially.
Only 8 percent said they were
only minimally met, and 18
percent said not at all met.

The level of satisfaction
was highest in the towns
of Metula (61 percent) and
Shlomi (63 percent), while in
Kiryat Shmona, only 36 per-
cent of the evacuees felt their
ongoing needs were fully
met, compared to 26 percent
who felt they were not at all.

“This survey is a wake-
up call to the government,”
said lawmaker Meir Cohen

of Yesh Atid, who organized
the conference. “The sense
of security remains absent,
compensation 1s insufficient
and the dissolution of com-
munities are all areasthat re-
quire immediate attention,”
he said. “We cannot allow the
north to fall behind... This is
an opportunity to come up
with real solutions.”

MK Vladimir Beliak of
Yesh Atid called the govern-
ment to act, saying that “the
plans for return and com-
pensation have not yet been
properly formulated and
there’s no budgetary source
for them.” Matan Davidyan,
a resident of Shlomi and a
member of the Fight4North
nonprofit, highlighted that
though there were discus-
sions of long-term plans, res-
idents facing urgent matters
were being left behind.

“There are things that
must happen here and now,”
he said. “Property tax [fund-
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ing]| is not coming in, in most
cases they do not compensate
for losses, and if they do de-
cide to compensate you, that
too takes a long time.” Pro-
fessor Rachel Amir, a dean
of Tel-Hai Academic Col-
lege, told the conference that
“we’re starting to return to
our campus, which was evac-
uated at the start of the war.”

“Tel-Hai is the biggest em-
ployer in the eastern Galilee
and every year draws 5,000
students to the Galil,” she
sald. “The students drive
an entire economy and inte-
grate into all educational and
welfare institutions in the
region.”

The Adva Center, which
has been conducting studies
on the evacuees, i1ssued poli-
cy recommendations for how
to best rebuild and restore
the communities. “The need
for evacuees to have their
voices heard and to be part-
ners in planning policies...

Ohad Zwigenberg /AP

must be met,” they said.

The center said evacuees’
unique vulnerability should
entitle them to ongoing sup-
port in the form of a monthly
allowance or other benefits.
They suggested applying the
same mechanisms used in
the Hostilities Victims Law.

On Monday, the chief of
Northern Command, Maj.
Gen. Ori Gordin, met with
residents of the Mevo'ot Ha-
hermon Regional Council,
where he told them that the
army had a “new plan to up-
grade the security compo-
nents of the towns.”

“We are in the process
of strengthening security
in educational institutions
and also for individuals. The
electric company is now fix-
ing the damaged infrastruc-
ture in the communities. The
government has determined
that we will return on March
1, and that is where we are
aiming,” added Gordin.

Germany halts funding of aid org,
cutting off Israeli rights groups

Rachel Fink

Germany has quietly cut
funding to a prominent Ger-
man aid organization, effec-
tively halting its support of
two left-leaning Israeli hu-
man rights groups under its
sponsorship.

According to Deutsche
Welle, the German news
outlet that first reported the
story, the decision is part of
a larger pattern by the Ger-
man government of defund-
ing groups that are critical
of Israel’s government and
its ongoing military cam-
paign in Gaza.

After months of back-
and-forth between German
officials and human rights
group KURVE Wustrow, in
mid-December the govern-
ment confirmed its deci-
sion to pull all of its fund-
ing for the aid organization,
Deutsche Welle (DW) re-
ported on Monday.

According to KURVE
Wustrow’s acting director,
John Preuss, he was never
given an official explanation
for the defunding, which left
KURVE Wustrow’s two pri-
mary partnerships, the Is-
raeli human rights groups
Zochrot and New Profile,
bereft of critical income
streams.

New Profile told Haaretz
that KURVE Wustrow was
meant to be the organiza-
tion’s main source of fund-
ing in 2025. The human
rights group Zochrot said
the decision put them in a
difficult financial position,
cutting a quarter of their
budget.

The organizations, both of
which have received devel-
opment aid through various
German partners for nearly
two decades, each submitted
long statements to the Ger-
man government hoping to
dissuade them from cutting
off access to badly needed
financial resources, to no
avail.

Since 2002, Zochrot has
dedicated itself to exposing
Jewish Israelis to the events
of the Palestinian Nakba of

1948 and advocating for the
Right of Return for Palestin-
ian refugees.

In a statement published
on Monday, Zochrot said that
“during discussions with
German officials in Tel Aviv
and in Berlin... we were told
repeatedly that while com-
memorating the Nakba is
important, supporting the
Palestinian right of return
1s unacceptable.” Zochrot di-
rector Rachel Beitarie, who
met with German officials
before the decision was made
final, told DW, “The German
past, the Nazi regime was
brought up again and again
in these conversations.”

German officials, she
added, told her it was impor-
tant for Germany to support
Israel because of Germany’s
history. “The defunding
definitely hurts us, but it will
not stop us from doing this
work,” she said to DW.

New Profile focusesits hu-
manitarian efforts on Israeli
anti-militarization, offering
support to conscientious ob-
jectors who risk imprison-
ment by refusing to fulfill
compulsory military service.
Nissi Peli, a New Profile ac-
tivist, said that “the decision
has put our work at real risk.”

“Already, we have had to
reduce staff hours and other
expenses,’ he said. “Which
was probably also the gov-
ernment’s intention.”

A DW investigation involv-
ing emails, classified docu-
ments, and dozens of sources
from the development sec-
tor in Germany, Israel and
the West Bank revealed that
Germany’s defunding of the
two groups might not be an
aberration.

“Findings indicate that
the defunding of Zochrot
and New Profile are part of a
larger pattern of cutting fed-
eral funds for human rights
organizations [that were crit-
ical of Israel],” the DW report
stated. Since Hamas October
7 attacks and the resulting
Israeli military campaign,
Germany has pulled its fi-
nancing of no less than six
Palestinian organizations.

Additionally, in Novem-
ber, the German parliament
passed a controversial reso-
lution that included a com-
mitment to protecting Jew-
ish life in Germany, as well
as a declaration supporting
Israel’s right to defend itself
and measures against the
BDS movement.

However, critics — includ-
ing fifteen Israelinongovern-
mental organizations such
as the Association for Civil
Rights in Israel, B'Tselem,
and Peace Now - argued that
the resolution would also si-
lence those who speak out for
Palestinian rights and oppose
the occupation. According to
sources in the development
sector that spoke to DW,
these moves appear to be
motivated by Germany’s de-
sire to side with Israel’s right-
wing government, who itself
1s working to stifle dissent.

“It's a trend that began
a decade and a half ago, but
came toits peak with the cur-
rent government, and espe-
cially after October 7,” Israeli
NGO lawyer Michael Sfard
explained to DW. “It is unbe-
lievable how difficult it 1s in
today’s Israel to criticize the
policy of the government.”

In a written statement
to DW, Germany’s Federal
Foreign Office rejected the
accusations that Germany’s
decision to defund Zochrot
and New Profile were made
under pressure from the Is-
raeli government, saying it
continues to fund “numer-
ous NGOs in Israel and the
Palestinian territories criti-
cal of the Israeli occupation
policy.”

Regardless of the reasons,
Peli said that New Profile re-
fuses to let the German gov-
ernment derail its mission.
“We operated for years as a
volunteer organization,” he
said. “Even if we lose all of
our funding, we will return
to our volunteer structure.”

“We will never stop op-
posing fascism, militarism,
and genocide, certainly not
because of a cowardly deci-
sion by any government,” he
declared.

The hard right 1s intensifying its
attack on the Supreme Court

Dahlia Scheindlin

The known body count
in Israel and Palestine over
the last 24 hours includes 88
Palestinians killed by IDF
action in Gaza, according
to the Hamas-run Health
Ministry there, and two
more who were killed in the
West Bank. Also in the West
Bank, Palestinian attackers
opened fire near the settle-
ment of Kedumim, killing
three Israelis.

The only Palestinians
that most Jewish Israelis
will recall are those who
killed Israelis near Kedu-
mim - but one organization
knows who's really to blame
for terror attacks like this.
“The High Court of Justice
endangers the security of
Israel,” blares Im Tirtzu -
still hawking its crazy, after
all these years.

Remember Im Tirtzu,
those angry people from
decades past? Right-wing
activists who had fun in-
timidating anyone they
considered dissidents, call-
ing them foreign agents,
and cultivating collabora-
tors and informants to po-
lice correct thought and
speech in Israel? This was
the group that an Israeli
district court ruled in 2013
could literally be labeled
fascist, because the two
movements have enough in
common. The High Court
later overruled that verdict,
but only on a technicality.

The 2013 decision was
surely tough for Im Tirtzu.
Sadder still 1s that the
group has tumbled from
recollection or relevance in
Israel. Saddest of all is that
the once-maverick, proto-
authoritarian gang has long
since been superseded by
worse.

Yet ImT1 insists on stick-
ing around. Over the last two
weeks, a poster campaign
sprouted around Tel Aviv de-
claring: “While the hostages
are in Gaza, the High Court
justices are worried about
the Nukhba [Hamas terror-
ists who attacked Israelis
on October 7, and are being

held in Israeli prisons]!!”
(Exclamation points are
my translation of the spirit
of the signs). “The Court 1s
against Israel!!!”

Photos of four justices are
splashed across the posters,
and not in an admiring mien:
“The time has come to show
the Supreme [Court] justices
what the people of Israel
think of them!” ImTi could
have just consulted the
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Likud lawmaker Galit Distel Atbaryan, right.

signed by three justices on
December 19, which “in-
structs the respondents [the
national security minister,
the prison service and the
attorney general] to [ justify]
why it has not taken steps to
ensure that security prison-
ers too are given sufficient
nourishment for ... basic
subsistence, as per the ap-
plicable law.”Another jus-
tice, Ruth Ronen, recently
visited the security prison-
ers herself to check on them.

No one is asking Israelis
to like the Nukhba prison-

Olivier Fitoussi

Tortured logic or not, the message is clear:
For Israel’s hard right, the top court is just
a notch below the Nukhba. And everyone
knows how Israel treats its enemies.

2024 IsraelDemocracyln-
dex published in December,
which ranked Israel's Su-
preme Court as the second
most trusted institution in
the country (40 percent), 15
points higher than the gov-
ernment (25 percent) and
close to four times higher
than trust in political par-
ties (11 percent).

More blaring: “After
High Court justices visited
terrorists and others i1ssued
a conditional order to im-
prove the treatment of the
Nukhba, we are mounting
this sign campaign to show
them what the people of Is-
rael think of them. ... High
Court justices stood with
the Nukhbas!”

This refers to a decision

ers, the most ghoulish of the
attackers on October 7. But
ImT1, as usual, 1s so terribly
confused.

First, judges don’t “wor-
ry about” the “Nukhbas,”
as Israelis call them. They
interpret “applicable law,”
which 1s their job.

Second, there 1s a good
reason for that law. Israel
has been holding hundreds
of Palestinians captured on
or since October 7 in prison
— no trial, no end date, un-
der abject conditions. There
are thousands more Pales-
tinian detainees in total.
Media outlets and NGOs,
including Haaretz, the New
York Times and B'Tselem,
have documented abhor-
rent patterns of abuse. One

man was raped and tor-
tured so badly that Israeli
military legal authorities
intervened, sparking an
infamous riot by an Israeli
right-wing mob - including
politicians - in defense of
the suspects, against their
own legal authorities. Pre-
serving the basic rights
even of sickening prisoners
would have been better, and
it’s the right thing to do.

Third, it’s curious to ac-
cuse the justices of neglect-
ing Israeli hostages in Gaza.
ImTirzu surely forgot that
it’s the country’s far-right
representatives in the gov-
ernment who have steadfast-
ly opposed a hostage release
deal this whole time.

And what exactly should
the judges do: attend dem-
onstrations demanding a
hostage deal? If they did
(or do), they'd be branded
as subversive traitors, and
the hostages still wouldn’t
be home. There’s no actual
logic here; just incitement
against the judges. Only re-
cently, ImTiwas enthusiasti-
cally recruiting citizen-dirt-
diggers to try to sabotage
undesirable nominees for
the position of president of
the court, as yet unfilled de-
spite a looming court order
for the state to do so.

Finally, the accusation
that the High Court is de-
stroying Israeli security,
which 1s an old charge, is
now conveniently deployed
to deflect blame away from
the prime minister and the
government, toward the
army (which truly does
carry tremendous blame)
and the judiciary - which is
bonkers.

That doesn’t stop Likud
lawmaker Galit Distel At-
baryan from declaring she
is dead set against an inves-
tigative commission for Oc-
tober 7, while arguing that
such a commission must
investigate the Supreme
Court 1itself.

Tortured logic or not,
the message is clear: For
Israel’s hard right, the top
court is just a notch below
the Nukhba. And everyone
knows how Israel treats its
enemies.
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Media storm over new Syrian ruler’s
refusal to shake German minister’s hand

Nagham Zbeedat

The controversy sur-
rounding women’s roles and
rights in Syria’s new post-
Assad political landscape
took on an international di-
mension during a visit to Da-
mascus by German Foreign
Minister Annalena Baerbock
and her French counterpart
Jean-Noél Barrot over the
weekend.

The two European of-
ficials, the first high-level
European delegation to visit
Syria since the toppling of
Bashar Assad’s regime last
month, met with Syria’s
de-facto leader Ahmad al-
Sharaa, also known as Abu
Mohammed al-Golani, in Da-
mascus. However, the meet-
ing received media attention
mostly for al-Golani avoiding
shaking hands with Baer-
bock. Receiving his guests
at the presidential palace, al-
Golani extended his hand to
the French foreign minister
but placed his hand over his
heart when greeted by Baer-
bock. Barrot, after initially
mirroring the gesture, then
shook hands with al-Golani.

The incident was met with
mixed reactions, by Syrian
politicians and public fig-
ures as well as international
commentators, with some ac-
cusing the new regime of the
de facto imposition of con-
servative Islamist values on
post-Assad Syria. Others de-
fended al-Golani's decision,
arguing that it was a personal
choice and not intended as
disrespectful.

Baerbock addressed the
handshake issue in a tele-
vised interview, saying “As
I traveled here, it was clear
to me that there would obvi-
ously be no ordinary hand-
shakes. But it was also clear
that not only I, but also the
French foreign minister,
did not share this view.” She

added that the new Syrian
government’s relations with
Germany and the European
Union are “conditional,” not-
ing: “Women’s rights are not
just a separate issue, but rath-
er a reflection of the level of
freedom in any society.”

Barrot, inaposton X, rein-
forced this sentiment, stating
that both he and Baerbock
had secured “assurances
from the new Syrian authori-
ties that there will be broad
participation — particularly
by women - in the political
transition.” The debate over
al-Golani’s gesture has fur-
ther fueled ongoing tensions
about the future role of wom-
en in the “new” Syria. While
European diplomats and Syr-
ian activists call for a more
inclusive governance model,
others remain skeptical of
whether the new administra-
tion will encourage, or even
accept, the participation of
women in public life.

There are growing con-
cernsamong Syrian activists
who worry that the rebels-
turned-rulers are seeking
to enforce a conservative
Islamist identity on Syria,
starting with the country’s
new political and educational
systems, which will margin-
alize women.

Curriculum changes
in Hayat Tahrir al-Sham-
controlled areas reportedly
reinforce conservative gen-
der roles, further sidelin-
ing women. These concerns
were intensified when, in
mid-December, HTS spokes-
man Obeida Arnaou justified
the exclusion of women from
top government roles, includ-
ing the judiciary and defense
ministry, citing “biological
and mental composition.”

Al-Golani has appointed
two women to senior roles:
Maysaa Sabrin as governor
of the Central Bank of Syr-
1a, the first woman to hold

Ahmad al-Sharaa shaking the hand of French Foreign Minister Jean-Noé€l Barrot, left, then avoids shaking hands with German

Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, right.

this position, and Aisha al-
Debs as head of women’s af-
fairs. Al-Debs’ appointment
drew controversy when she
blamed women’s empower-
ment organizations for Syr-
1a’s rising divorce rates, stat-
ing, “I will not give room to
those who disagree with my
way of thinking.”

Khaled al-Rowaishan,
Yemen’s former Minister of
Culture and Tourism, took
to his X account to condemn
al-Golani, writing, “Had you
shaken her hand, it would
have been better for you and
for the new Syria,” asserting
that such actions are “neither
successful nor clever,” and
indicated that there should
be no need to have to explain
why al-Golani’s behavior was
wrong, “politically, religious-

ly, and logically.”
Meanwhile, al-Golani’s ac-
tions won understanding, if
not support, from commen-
tators who contended that
personal religious beliefs
should be respected, includ-
ing the conservative Islamic
tradition prohibiting physical
contact with members of the
opposite sex outside close fa-
milial ties — as long as they
do not infringe upon broader
rights and freedoms. Others
castigated what they charac-
terized as the ‘cultural illit-
eracy’ of al-Golani’s critics.
Dareen Khalifa, a Syrian
senior adviser for dialogue
promotion at the Interna-
tional Crisis Group based in
London, reposted a video of
al-Golani avoiding the hand-
shake, remarking, “Most

conservative Muslims don’t
shake hands - jihadists or
not.” She added, “It’s also
very condescending to as-
sume that the German For-
eign Minister wouldn’t know
that or that she would be of-
fended when faced with a
different culture.” Mariam
al-Barghouti, a Palestinian
journalist, posted on X in
response to those claiming
the incident was a “humili-
ation for Syria.” Barghouti
shared her own experience,
writing, “While conducting
interviews in areas with dif-
ferent belief systems, I have
encountered men refusing to
shake my hand.” She added,
“It never took away from
how they viewed me as a per-
son. I was still treated with
respect and consideration.”

£
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She described the focus on
the handshake-that-wasn't
between al-Golani and
Baerbock as “disgustingly
Islamophobic, egocentric,
and culturally 1ll-informed.”

Syrian journalist Qutaiba
Yassen, who works for Syria
Television, an opposition sat-
ellite channel based in Tur-
key supportive of al-Golani’s
HTS group, shared on X a
video showing former Is-
raeli ultra-Orthodox Health
Minister Yaakov Littzman
declining to shake hands
with a woman. He captioned
it, “The [former| Israeli
Health Minister doesn’t
shake women’s hands. Of
course, this i1s considered
a personal freedom by the
Arab left,” adding, “we don’t
need to dwell on it.”

Incoming U.S. nat’l
security advisor talks
Mideast approach

Ben Samuels

WASHINGTON - Incoming
U.S. National Security Ad-
visor Mike Waltz accused
terror organizations like
Hamas of “infiltrating our
borders,” saying “they didn’t
get the memo that the Biden
administration decided the
war on terror was over.”

Waltz told Fox News’
Mark Levin that the U.S.
doesn’t have a full picture on
how many cells are present
or how operative they are,
though he is nevertheless
echoing what has become
a key Republican talking
point: linking the southern
border to foreign “radical
Islamic extremism.”

He added that following
immediate border actions,
the Trump administration
will “start making sure
we have the right posture
abroad from a [national se-
curity] standpoint.”

After that, as part of a
“medium-term, broader ef-
fort,” Waltz said, there will
be a cross-governmental
effort to combat “radical-
ization,” where the U.S.
government will “look at
mosques, individuals, uni-
versities, professors - you
name it — that post a threat
to the United States and are
radicalizing individuals to
harm the United States.”

He specifically flagged
people “here on a student
visa, with the privilege to
study in our universities —
you don’t get to protest and
radicalize. You're going to
go back home real fast.”

Waltz’s latter points have
been among Trump’s most
highly telegraphed plans to
combat the pro-Palestinian
movement across the U.S.

Waltz added that the
Trump administration will
institute a “complete philo-
sophical, wholesale national
security shift” in Trump’s

approach to the Middle East.

“The problems in the
Middle East by and large
originate from Tehran, not
from Tel Aviv. We're going
to stand by and support our
greatest ally in the Middle
East. We're aligned from
a national security, intel-
ligence and values stand-
point,” he continued.

Waltz added that *“be-
cause of the leadership of
Prime Minister Netanyahu
and the courage of the Is-
raeli people, we now have
a decimated Hezbollah and
fallen Assad regime and
an incredibly isolated and
nearly destroyed Hamas
and Iran in the weakest posi-
tion it’s been in since 1979.”

“We're going to align with
our ally Israel, we're going
to realign the common in-
terests of the Gulf Arab
states with Israel in oppos-
ing Iran’s aggression, we're
going to reinstate maximum
pressure, we're going to stop
them from selling their ille-
gal oil that has been funding
terrorism,” he continued,
outlining Trump’s foreign
policy goals.

“Once we get the Abra-
ham Accords back on track
and put the next steps of
peace and prosperity in
place, we can start talking
bigger deals,” he continued,
highlighting potential col-
laborations on railways, data
centers, energy, pipelines
and fiber optics.

“That’s ultimately what
gets President Trump so
excited and that’'s what
makes all of these historic
disagreements that have
perpetuated for decades, if
not centuries, smaller and
smaller.” Waltz further la-
mented that the U.S. mili-
tary is “getting worn out
shooting missile after mis-
sile from this ragtag bunch
of Houthis. We're going to
get that under control.”

First same-sex couple
In Israel legally
adopts child as family

Gal Gabai

Two same-sex parents le-
gally adopted a child together
on Monday, marking a histor-
ic first in Israel.

The adoption follows a De-
cember 2023 High Court of
Justice ruling that allowed
same-sex couples to adopt
as a family unit. Previously,
such couples could adopt chil-
dren individually but not as a
unified household.

The parents, Shay Gurtler
and Shahar Globerman, of-
ficially adopted their 3-year-
old son, Shai-Shana, who
joins their daughter Tanya,
adopted in the United States.

Speaking to Haaretz af-
ter completing the process,

Gurtler said this was more
than a legal milestone. “It’s
very significant because
until now, the connection
was reversible. Now that the
adoption is final, it’s a huge
relief,” he said.

“This event has both legal
significance and real-life
impact. Not because of any
specific fear, but when the
adoption isn't final, you live
with a sense of uncertainty,”’
Gurtler said.

The couple had been fos-
ter parents to their son for
two and a half years. Gurtler
added that Tanya was also de-
lighted: “She’s thrilled — now
he’s ours forever.”

Before the court’s land-
mark ruling, same-sex cou-

Gurtler and Globerman with their chil ren.

ples could only adopt each
other’s biological children.

For non-biological chil-
dren, state policy prioritized
heterosexual couples, allow-
ing same-sex couples to adopt
only in rare cases where no
other adoptive parents were
available.

Even then, adoptions were
granted to LGBTQ individu-
als as single parents, not as
couples or family units.

This discriminatory pol-

Tomer Appelbaum

icy was rooted in the rec-
ommendations of the Gross
Committee, established to
examine Israel’s adoption
laws. It argued that adopt-
ed children shouldn’t face
additional “exceptional”
circumstances, including
having same-sex parents.
It claimed that the best in-
terest of the child required
placement with families not
considered “exceptional” in
Israeli society.

Egypt next? Anti-Si1ss1 campaign builds online

Nagham Zbeedat

A wave of unrest is brew-
ing online as the hashtag
“It’'s your turn, Dictator,’
targeting Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah al-Sissi, trends
across Arabic social media.

The slogan calls to end al-
Sissi’s rule and echoes “It's
your turn, Doctor,” the graf-
fit1 that became the rallying
cry against Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad during the
early days of Syria’s civil war
in 2011.

The anti-Sissi campaign
on X started with Ahmad Al-
Mansour’s posts. An Egyp-
tian fighter with the Syrian
rebel group Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham, which led the recent
Syrian coup d’etat, he called
for al-Sissi’s resignation,
urging the Egyptian people
to rise against oppression.
“The state of terror that al-

Sissiis living in now requires
our initiative to reignite the
revolution,” he posted.

Following the trend, Egyp-
tian politician and human
rights activist Osama Rushdi
called al-Sissi a “criminal
tyrant who seized power
through a coup, conspiracy,
betrayal, and treachery.”

Former Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Mohammed
Mahsoob addressed people
cautioning against the fall of
Egypt amid calls for an upris-
ing. “Those who warn against
the collapse of the state
should stop undermining its
pillars,” he wrote, emphasiz-
ing “the state exists to pro-
tect its people, not to oppress
them, to improve their condi-
tions, not to exploit them.”

As the hashtag cam-
paign gathered momentum,
Egypt’s Minister of Interior
convened with senior securi-

ty officials to raise the coun-
try’s security alert to the
highest level, reported Rassd
News Network, an Egyptian
opposition news outlet.

Yemeni journalist Anes
Mansoor, of Arabi2l1News,
an independent news outlet
based in London, tweeted
that Egypt is “on the verge of
exploding”. “The regime is
anxious, the army is on high
alert, security forces are
deployed, and something is
brewing behind the scenes,”
Mansoor wrote, urging the
president to “step down with
dignity to prevent blood-
shed.”

Days after the fall of
the Assad regime, al-Sissi
seemed concerned that the
Syrian revolution would in-
spire the opposition in Egypt.
“My hands are not stained
with anyone’s blood, nor have
I stolen anyone’s money,” he

said, avoiding direct com-
ments on the Syrian uprising.

Since al-Sissi rose to pow-
er following the 2013 military
coup that ousted former pres-
ident Mohammed Morsi, hu-
man rights groups reported
multiple violations, including
ongoing reports of torture,
forced disappearances and
crackdowns on dissent.

In 2024, the Egyptian
government introduced
austerity measures, cutting
subsidies and increasing tax
rates. These steps had signif-
icant impacts on the popula-
tion, with reports indicating
that Egypt’s middle class is
cutting costs even on basic
necessities, which resulted
in public anti-government
campaigns. Last year, such
precedents included hacked
billboards and posters label-
ling al-Sissi a “traitor” and a
“Zionist.”

AUSTRIA

Continued from page 1

coalition work - resigned as
chancellor and party leader.

Austrian journalist
Christian Nusser offered a
fascinating account of the
negotiations’ denouement.
On Saturday, after the So-
cial Democrats tabled the
idea of a levy on banks’
profits as a way of creating
a more balanced budget, the
People’s Party’s represen-
tatives suggested taking a
break.

When the Social Demo-
crat team returned to the
negotiating room, they re-
portedly found that every-
thing - glassware, drinks,
snacks — had been com-
pletely cleared away. Wrote
Nusser: “The negotiations
between the People’s Party
and Social Democratic Par-
ty were ended by a cleaning
crew.”

“From the start of the ne-
gotiations” back in October,
“some from the NEOS Par-
ty and many in the Social
Democratic Party quickly
gained the impression that
the People’s Party’s repre-
sentatives from industry
and business were not real-
ly negotiating in good faith,
but instead wanted to blow
up the talks,” Nusser stated.

That economic and indus-
trial interests in a German-
speaking country might ul-

timately enable a far-right
chancellor because it might
be beneficial for business
has disturbing historical
parallels.

Those interests may soon
get their wish — one that
may end up being Austria’s
nightmare.

The morning after the
night before, People’s Party
bigwigs gathered in Vienna
to anoint Christian Stocker
as Nehammer’s interim re-
placement.

The 64-year-old party
stalwart was among Kickl's
most vociferous critics dur-
ing the election campaign,
labeling the Freedom Party
leader a Russian Trojan
horse and a threat to na-
tional security with whom
it would be impossible to
govern.

For Stocker to announce
his party’s change of heart
was, then, an act of po-
litical defenestration. The
People’s Party, he said on
Sunday, would be willing to
partake 1n coalition nego-
tiations with the Freedom
Party after all. The way
for a far-right chancellor in
Austria was now clear.

The People’s Party had
already crossed one red
line back in 2000 when it
brought the Freedom Party
into government as a ju-
nior partner — something it
repeated in 2017. To act as
the far-right’s handmaiden
would be to step over an-
other.

The People’s Party has

long viewed itself as sta-
atstragende Partei - a tra-
ditional party of state and
government. With its deci-
sion to potentially make
Kickl chancellor, the party
seemingly chose to end that
historic role in Austrian
politics, abandoning its
responsibilities to the con-
stitution, Austria’s liberal
democratic order, and the
country’s place in European
and global affairs.
Humiliated and devoid
of any leverage, Austria’s
center-right has not only
rolled out the red carpet for
a far-right chancellor, but
an empowered one at that.
In the course of future co-
alition negotiations, it will
have little wiggle room to
tamper down the Freedom
Party’s most extreme de-
mands: an effective end to
the right to asylum in Aus-
tria; limited health care ac-
cess for asylum recipients;
an end to Austrian support
for Ukraine, including sanc-
tions against Russia; with-
drawal from Sky Shield,
the common European air
defense initiative; reforms
that would undermine the
independence of the public
broadcaster; and a reevalu-
ation of all of Austria’s in-
ternational agreements.
Kickl, the man who would
be chancellor, is even more
determined, dogmatic and
extreme than his predeces-
sors in the Freedom Party
(Heinz-Christian Strache
and the flamboyant provo-

cateur Jorg Haider).

As Andreas Peham,
who researches right-wing
extremism, racism and
antisemitism at Vienna's
Documentation Center of
Austrian Resistance, told
Haaretz before September’s
election, the Freedom Party
is far closer to extremist
extra-parliamentary forces
like the identitarian move-
ment - which backs the
“remigration” or mass de-
portation of millions of for-

eigners from Europe - than
ever before.

It “remains, at its pro-
grammatic-historical core,
an antisemitic party,” he
warned.

The 95-year-old Austri-
an-Jewish journalist Paul
Lendvai has spent his es-
teemed working life ob-
serving and writing about
Austrian politics. “Have
no 1illusions: Kickl as chan-
cellor represents a turning
point in Austria,” he wrote
in the liberal Standard
newspaper on Monday.
Austria under Kickl will be-
come “a fortress dominated
by far-right politicians, in-
cluding members of greater
German nationalist frater-
nities.”

He added that it will “be
part of a club of the EU’s
destroyers along with [ Hun-
garian Prime Minister]| Vik-
tor Orban and [Slovakian
Prime Minister] Robert
Fico.”

People would be wise to
listen to him.

ARMS

Continued from page 1

Democratic counterpart on
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Sen. Ben Cardin
— one of Israel’s most ardent
defenders in U.S. history -
showed signs of hesitancy.
His replacement as the com-
mittee’s ranking Democratic
member, Sen. Jeanne Sha-
heen, was among the 19 Dem-
ocrats who effectively voted
to block U.S. arms sales to
Israel following Sen. Bernie
Sanders’ joint resolutions of
disapproval.

At this time, the adminis-
tration would likely not have
begun the informal notifica-
tion process unless it had in-
dications that it had the sup-
port of the relevant ranking
members of the Senate and
House committees. GOP Sen.
Jim Risch and Rep. Brian
Mast are among the most vo-
cal proponents of increased
and expedited U.S. military
aid to Israel. Their support is
a given - assuming they are
not more motivated by de-
priving Biden of this last sale.

Once the four ranking
members approve the sale
and the formal notification
is delivered, all lawmakers
have 30 days to block the sale
via a joint resolution of dis-
approval. This would have to
be passed by both the House
and Senate in order to be suc-
cessful.

Under Senate rules, any
member can force a vote
for consideration - unlike
the House, which would be
forced to go through commit-
tee. Sanders used this stipu-
lation to hold the effectively
symbolic disapproval vote in
November.

Given the timeline of
the sale’s prospective path
through Congress and the
manufacturing of the rele-
vant weapons, which officials
say would take “upwards of a
year to several years to de-
liver,” it goes without saying
that the sale will be relevant
long after Biden concludes
his time in the White House.

As far as his legacy on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict
goes, the proposed arms sale
is yet another wrinkle after a
series of missed opportuni-
ties to press the Israeli gov-
ernment as hostages remain
captive and Gaza’s humani-
tarian crisis worsens.

Over the weekend, U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken explicitly acknowl-
edged that Biden’s failure to
publicly criticize Israel was
often a strategic choice.

During his exit interview
with The New York Times,
he said: “There are times
when what we say in private
to Israel where we have a dis-
agreement is one thing, and
what we're doing or saying
in public may be another. But
that’s in no small measure be-
cause with this daylight, the
prospects of getting the hos-
tage and cease-fire deal over

the finish line become more
distant.” This strategic deci-
sion will most likely cause
Biden to leave office with the
state of the conflict at a stag-
nated low point, while some
of his top advisers attempt to
frame the status quo as a step
forward in the greater sense.
Given Sanders’ attempt to
block U.S. arms sales to Is-
rael, and the subsequent sup-
port he received from Senate
Democrats, what is clear is
that the issue is not about do
disappear. “The Biden team
bet on Israel, despite howls of
protest at home and abroad -
and significant political cost
to Democrats in the 2024
election,” The Washington
Post’s David Ignatius wrote
in his profile-cum-exit inter-
view with outgoing U.S. Na-
tional Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan last week.

“Backed by a huge com-
mitment of U.S. military
power, Israel began to run
the table against Iran and its

Biden Susan Walsh/AP
proxies — in Gaza, then Leba-
non, Syria and inside Iran
itself. The result has been a
transformed Middle East,”
he added. All sides can agree
on the fact that Biden's term
ends with a “transformed
Middle East,” but what ex-
actly that means - and just
how destructive or trans-
formative the weight of U.S.
military power in the hands
of Israel will be - 1s yet to be
determined.
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Turning West
Bank into Gaza

It turns out that some people believe “we are living in an
era of miracles” regarding not only to Gaza, but also the West
Bank. While most Israelis view October 7 as the greatest di-
saster in the country’s history, some on the right see in it an
opportunity and even the beginning of the redemption.

On Tuesday, the day after a deadly terror attack near the
settlement of Kedumim, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich
met with the chair of the Yesha Council of settlements, Israel

(anz, Yesha Council CEO Omer Rahamim and the heads of

the local West Bank settlements councils. He told them that
at his request, the meeting of the security cabinet sched-
uled for later that day would address measures to eradicate
terrorism 1in the territories. “In Judea and Samaria, as In
other arenas, we must move from defense to offense and
launch extensive operations inside the terrorism nests until
the weapons and the terrorists are completely destroyed,”
Smotrich told them. He added that after the attack, he

drafted a plan that would make the Palestinian towns of

“Al-Fundug, Nablus and Jenin look like Jabalya,” in northern
(zaza, “so that Kfar Sava [a few miles from the West Bank]
doesn’t become Kfar Azza,” the Gaza-border kibbutz that
was devastated in the October 7 massacre.

Defense Minister Israel Katz visited the scene of the attack,
where settlers told him a new front should be opened in the
war. The head of the Kedumim Local Council, Ozel Vatik, told
Katz: “The Israeli government must immediately declare a
state of war in Judea and Samaria as well, and allow the IDF to
crush terror anywhere and at any time without mercy.”

The settlers in the West Bank see what’s happening in Gaza,
and are envious. They demand the government and the army
do there what they did in the Strip. “We saw what a war on
terror looks like in Gaza and southern Lebanon,” said Ganz,
who also serves as the head of the Binyamin Regional Council.
“We saw what villages look like after terror is uprooted. Here,
they settle for silk gloves and a doctrine that doesn’t align with

the risks.”

“I call on the IDF and the Israeli government to have a pro-
found change of perception,” said Ariel Mayor Yair Shtebon
—that 1s, a massive military operation in the West Bank like the
onein 2002, “that destroys the refugee camps in Judea and Sa-
maria, in Tul Karm, inJenin, in Nablus and wherever thereisa
threat toresidents of Israel.” Likud lawmakers are expressing
similar sentiments. MK Avichay Buaron, for example, called
in a radio interview Tuesday to “disarm” the Palestinian Au-
thority “of its weapons and its political capabilities.”

While the Netanyahu government is advancing a perma-
nent military and perhaps civilian presence in Gaza, the settle-
ment enterprise and its arms in the military and the govern-
ment are working to obscure the differences between the West
Bank and Gaza, with the goal of reversing the 2005 disengage-
ment and the Oslo Accords. To them, “uprooting terrorism”
means expelling residents and demolishing homes and infra-
structure. The goal: to impose Greater Israel apartheid in the
occupied territories. If they succeed, they will put an end to
any future possibility of a two-state solution and sustainable

life in the region.

Eran Wolkowski | eranwol @ haaretz.co.il

What's going on?

I've sent them to

Doha and they'll be
there until Jan. 20 .,

Zvi Bar’el

Held hostage by Hamas and the PM

he release of the
I list of hostages that
Hamas is purportedly
prepared to free in a “hu-
manitarian” deal is already
prompting a major storm
and a dreadful dispute on
two hair-raising issues.
The first involves delibera-
tions over whether to agree
to a partial deal through
which 34 hostages would
be released - or instead to
insist on a complete deal
through which all the hos-
tages would be freed. The
second relates to terms that
Israel is setting for Hamas,
under which it would agree
to a short, week-long cease-
fire to enable Hamas to in-
vestigate who among the
hostages is still alive — but
Israel would only do so in
exchange for the release of
a small number of hostag-
es, as a sort of “good faith”
payment.

But the 1ssues are bogus.
They make our blood boil,
since they're masquerad-
ing as moral arguments but
are based on a deliberate
deception that follows pre-
vious bluffs. It can clearly
be stated at this point that
anyone who believes that
just a little more pressure on
Hamas, the flattening and
destruction of a few hundred
more homes in Gaza and the
starvation of 2.25 million hu-
man beings will bring about
the hostages’ release hasn’t
seen or heard what Gaza

looks like at the moment.
That also goes for anyone
who’s still fantasizing that
a daring military operation
will lead to their release. It
must be said that more hos-
tages have been killed due to
Israeli army operations than
have been rescued by them.
The release of all of the
hostages in a single stage, or
what has been called an “ev-
eryone for everyone” deal,

of his government to get back
the 100 hostages, more than
half of whom are probably
already dead.

Anyone who still attri-
butes such personal qualities
to Benjamin Netanyahu ap-
parently hasn’t been living in
Israel for the past 15 months,
doesn’t know the ruler’s char-
acter and isn’'t aware of the
composition of his cabinet,
which maintains that it would

Anyone who thinks more pressure on
Hamas, more destruction and more
starvation in Gaza would be enough to
release the hostages, is living under a rock.

which requires an end to
the war, the Israel Defense
Forces’ withdrawal from
the Strip and the release of
hundreds if not thousands
of Palestinian terrorists, is
in fact a dream deal, but the
danger is that it will remain
just that — a dream.

Anyone demanding this
also needs to believe with all
their heart that the Israeli
government 1s headed by an
honest, courageous and sen-
sitive person who loves his
fellow human beings and for
whom the lives of the hostag-
es are top priority. In other
words, someone who would
be prepared to sacrifice his
own position and the survival

be better to lose 100 hostages
and not free “a thousand Sin-
wars.” A “Netanyahu plan”
cannot allow for a complete
deal, not now or ever.

The new terms that Ne-
tanyahu has set, demanding
the release of several living
hostages in exchange for a
one-week cease-fire during
which Hamas would locate
and determine which hostag-
es are still alive, are evidence
of the method and the intent.
The terms, according to what
has been reported, are one of
the final obstacles standing
in the way of an agreement.
But if they can be leveraged
for another delay in the nego-
tiations and to invent another

pretext for an additional
round of talks, why not?

Time 1s a valuable asset,
not only for the hostages and
their families, but also for
the government, to the point
that it now appears that the
hostages not only have to be
freed from Hamas, but also
from the hands of the Israeli
government, which has made
them hostage to the govern-
ment’s own survival.

Opponents of a partial deal
are justifiably fearful that
there will be no subsequent
deals and that dozens of hos-
tages will remain in Hamas
captivity, as a kind of “insur-
ance policy,” for an unknown
period of time. Yet rejecting
a partial deal and waiting
for a complete one certainly
means that even those who
are still alive might die in
captivity, whether due to
their medical condition or be-
cause they would be killed by
their captors or accidentally
in an IDF bombing.

At least a partial deal
would save some of the living
hostages. Rejecting it would
mean telling the relatives of
the hostages who will die that
they died on the altar of Ne-
tanyahu’s promise to achieve
a complete deal - but that un-
fortunately, he didn’t agree to
pay the price, and therefore
all of them would remain
and die in captivity. Heaven
knows he certainly wouldn't
be guilty that they believed
his promise.

Tamer Nafar

Did you wonder
where you were?

God was during the Ho-

locaust, or during slav-
ery, or in Syria’s prisons, or
in the Nakba, or when my
friends were murdered or
when my dad died. I didn’t
understand why I needed
to have expectations from
a being that is responsible
for a considerable number
of massacres (according
to the stories of those who
themselves believe in it and
glorify it). After all, this be-
ing brought a flood upon
the world and didn’t leave
a thing other than a couple
people and pairs of animals
and that’s just one of the be-
ing’s blockbusters.

But I've always wondered
where the common person
was during historic catas-
trophes. They always show
the dead, the statistics, how
they were killed and stories
of the families. But the peo-
ple who lived then - the com-
mon person, the simple citi-
zen — where are they in the
story? History books usually
summarize entire catastro-
phes through a single face:
This 1s the man who did all
that, the criminal poster boy
who led the people.

But I'm not talking just
about those who literally
voted for a leader who in his
speeches spoke about plans
for genocide. I'm talking
about those who didn’t vote
for him and also didn’t vote
about the genocide that their
people committed. Yes, yes,
in their names too.

And again, I ask myself
where the ordinary, simple
person was, the one who at
the end of the film says “I
didn’t know” or “I didn’t
know that it was that bad.”
And goodness, here history
1s being written right in
front of me, a Palestinian.
My history and the history
of my people is being writ-
ten before my eyes. We
have all the technological
means at our disposal and
the most colorful documents
at the highest resolution. A
genuine Cinema City in our
pockets and the most effec-
tive antibiotic of them all
against the virus called “I
didn’t know.”

And here before my eyes
is footage of the simple, non-
threatening citizen. And he
doesn’'t look like someone
who would twirl his mustache
and emit an evil laugh. He
doesn’t have a fearsome tat-
too, and he doesn’t stare into
the camera like a lawman

I 've never asked where

in “Rambo.” He looks sim-
ple, ordinary and even like
me. He, the simple citizen,
bragged about the incredible
military capability to drop a
bomb in the middle of Beirut
that penetrated seven floors
underground and reached
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah. But he wasn't
ashamed of himself that they
haven’t yet invented the word
or sign or article — or picture
of a toddler who died of the
cold in Gaza -that could pen-
etrate into the depths of his
conscience.

Sometimes this person
sparkles or shines with an
innocent smile and speaks
with an angelic voice. This
person 1s holding a black
umbrella with a cute dog at
their side, like the picture

I learned where
the common man
is. He’s all over.
There are very
few innocents vis-
a-vis the horrors

happening in Gaza.

of singer Avraham Tal in
his interview with the Ynet
news site. This person is
also a romantic proposing
to their loved one in their
pajamas, holds a guitar
and sings about spiritual-
ity. Sometimes this person
dances on TikTok. He looks
great, has a voice and cha-
risma, a real mama’s boy, if
you ignore his imitation of
the crying Palestinian boy
pounding on the door of the
refrigerator that contains
the body of his mother.

I learned where the per-
son is. He's all over the
place. There are very few
innocents vis-a-vis the hor-
rors happening in Gaza.
This person, who reacts with
total apathy to a heartbreak-
ing video, as if nothing hap-
pened, and the randomness
of forwarding the video of
dozens of naked and bound
Gazans In the cold. As I
see it, this doesn’t involve
a “small cog.” They're the
grease and the fuel enabling
the atrocity.

If I were in your place, 1
wouldn’t ask where God was
in the Holocaust, so it isn’t
turned around at you, asking
where were you?

Nava Ben-Or

I broke down on the way to a military funeral.

val Shoham. Yuval - the

son of Oshrat, one of
my colleagues in the State
Prosecutor’s Office, a pros-
ecutor with an enormous
heart, entirely dedicated to
the wise and sensitive pro-
tection of the rights of vic-
tims of crimes, especially
sexual offenses, and of Ef-
fie, my son’s beloved teach-
er at Himmelfarb High
School. He was the 10th
Himmelfarb graduate to
be killed since the October
7 massacre. One of them,
Rabbi Avi Goldberg, was
also a teacher at the school.

Yuval grew up in a family
of kindness and humanity. I
don’t want us to be worthy
of his death, as the cliche
goes. We must be worthy of
his life. And to be honest, in
the hours before the funeral,
I broke down.

I was broken by the ac-
cumulation of heartlessness,
of the lack of compassion,
of the disregard, at best,
and the encouragement, at
worst, of acts of revenge by
this terrible government,
which is focused only on
amassing boundless power
and trampling on the digni-
ty of anyone who stands in
its way. This 1s in contrast
to the good and beautiful
faces of the many fallen
and injured service mem-
bers; the humility of the
hostages and their families;
the benevolence of tens of

I t was the funeral of Yu-

thousands of volunteers
from civil society who are
doing everything a govern-
ment that recognizes that its
role is to serve the citizens
—all citizens - should do. The
weight of this accumulation
increases, until the strength
to endure fails.

One can compare elected
officials’ malice and indif-
ference toward us, the citi-
zens, to the citizens’ miracu-
lous mobilization to save the
country’s soul.

1. Wild, violent, inflam-
matory discourse: Noth-
ing i1s more important to
the prime minister and the
cabinet than ousting the at-
torney general, even when
there are 100 hostages in
Gaza. After all, “The legal
problem harms Israel’s se-
curity,” as Heritage Min-
ister Amichai Eliyvahu said
in an interview with Army
Radio. “The triangle we are
fighting against” is the top
military brass, the judiciary
and the media. “Let them
dream that we’ll let them
appoint a state commaission
of inquiry,” MK Galit Distel
Atbaryan said in the Knes-
set. “Networks of poison
and panic,” Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu called
channels 11, 12 and 13 in a
four-minute video that he
found time to share while
Israel Air Force planes were
making their dangerous
journey to Yemen and on the
day that two Israel Defense

Forces officers were killed;
one of them left behind four
young children.

Listen, on the other hand,
to Oded Mazor, the congre-
gational rabbi of Jerusalem’s
Kehilat Kol HaNeshama,
speaking on December 21
at the weekly Saturday eve-
ning demonstration in the
city’'s Paris Square. Mazor
began his remarks with the
Bible verse: “For my breth-
ren and companions’ sakes,

I can’t bear this evil anymore

that were obtained by The
Washington Post, soldiers
set fire to and blew up build-
ings without military justifi-
cation, ridiculed Palestinian
detainees and called for the
establishment of settlements
in the Strip. Some took self-
ies next to bodies or record-
ed themselves calling for
the expulsion and killing of
Palestinians. In some cases,
soldiers said they were fol-
lowing direct orders.

One can compare elected officials’
malice and indifference toward us, the
citizens, to the citizens’ miraculous
mobilization to save the country’s soul.

I will now say: ‘Peace be
within thee™ and continued:
“Our brothers and sisters we
seek. Who will tell us where
they are and how they are.
... We, dreamers that we are,
continue to dream of peace.
The peace, the welfare,
of the hostages is bound
tightly to the insistence on
the dream of peace. Every
day that we do not redeem
them from there, we aban-
don them anew.”

2. Ignoring and even en-
couraging acts of revenge
by soldiers: According to an
article published last month
in Haaretz, based on videos
filmed by soldiers in Gaza

And once again, our
elected representatives set
such a bad example that it’s
not surprising that actions
such as the ones described
above take place. Eliyahu,
for example, said that drop-
ping an atom bomb on Gaza
was an option. When his in-
terviewer noted that such a
move would endanger the
hostages (at the time there
were more than 250 in the
Strip), he replied, “In war,
you pay a price,” adding that
he prayed for their return.
Finance Minister Beza-
lel Smotrich said at a Mi-
mouna celebration of Garin
Torani, a religious Zionist

movement that sets up com-
munities in underdeveloped
areas, in the southern town
of Ofakim last year: “There
are no half measures. Rafah,
Deir al-Balah, Nuseirat - to-
tal annihilation.”

Contrast this with a pas-
sage from an opinion that a
reservist published anony-
mously in Haaretz on No-
vember 28: “Where’s the line
between understanding the
‘complexity’ and blind obedi-
ence? When have you earned
the right to refuse to take
part in a war crime? That’s
less of interest. What’s more
of interest is when will the
Israeli mainstream wake
up, when will a leader arise
who’ll explain to the citizens
what a terrible mess we're
in, and who will be the first
kippah-wearer to call me a
traitor. Because before The
Hague, before the Ameri-
can universities, before the
condemnation in the Secu-
rity Council, this is first and
foremost an internal matter
for us. And for 2 million Pal-
estinians.”

3. The government’s dis-
regard for the needs of its
citizens. It took the govern-
ment nine months to appoint
a coordinator for the recon-
struction of the north. Let us
recall: Tens of thousands of
Israelis were displaced from
this region shortly after Oc-
tober 7. Their homes are
destroyed, their businesses
are failing, their children

The funeral of Yuval Shoham, last week.

are cut off from the edu-
cational frameworks they
are familiar with. Initially,
the director general of the
Diaspora Affairs Ministry,
Avi Cohen-Scali - presum-
ably a suitable candidate
- was tapped. But accord-
ing to press reports, his ap-
pointment was canceled be-
fore he even began his duties
due to “pressure from Likud
members.” The former com-
mander of the Israel Navy,
Rear Adm. (ret.) Eliezer
Marom was hired instead.
It bears noting that Marom
quit after five months.

On the other hand, take
an example from a project
that began operating a few
months ago in Gaza-border
communities and is slated
to expand to the north: vol-
unteer opportunities for
retirees whose professions
are in demand in these ar-
eas, such as teachers, social
workers, doctors and nurses;
they come for a vear of ser-

vice and the local govern-
ments provide housing. The
project, whose founders in-
clude Rina Cohen, a former
teacher, and Tamar Oged,
a former school principal,
1s operated by the Jewish-
Israeli Beit Midrash Elul.
(Full disclosure: I am an
Elul board member.)

And despite it all, hope.
There are many beautiful
people in this land, people
who are guided by the prin-
ciples of mutual responsi-
bility and social solidarity.
Who pursue peace and are
attuned to the pain of others.
Wholehearted participants
in the struggle to bring back
the hostages, out of an un-
derstanding that as long as
they do not return, we will
not return to who we once
were. They do not accept re-
venge as a plan of action, and
they see also the suffering
of hundreds of thousands of
Palestinian civilians in Gaza
and elsewhere.

Naama Grynbaum

They are fighting for
our right to live here, in an
independent, Jewish and
democratic state, with the
understanding that moral
values are not suspended in
wartime. These are people
who long for compassionate
leaders w ho aren’t preoc-
cupied with themselves and
with con s olidating their
power; who are attentive to
the public and serve them,
not them s elves. These are
people who yearn for vision-
ary leaders, not those driven
by destructive impulses who
will leave nothing and no one
behind.

Indeed, I broke down. But
like many others, from the
broken place I will continue
the fight for the character of
the state. We have no other
country.

Nava Ben-Or is a retired
Jerusalem District Court judge
and a former deputy attorney
general for criminal matters.
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The foundation making IDF §

soldiers fear arrest abroad

Milan Czerny / Shomrim

All through the war in
(zaza, Israeli soldiers have
been leaving behind not only
their physical footprints but
also digital fingerprints,
with many of them posting
videos and photos of them-
selves online — and some-
times recording improper
conduct and potential war
crimes. This of course
breaches regulations, but it
has also happened in Leba-
non and Syria - and some
soldiers are now paying for
it.

For many anti-Israel
organizations seeking to
bring Israeli soldiers to trial,
these videos and photos are
a digital treasure trove with
potential evidence of war
crimes in the Gaza Strip.
The activists are often able
to figure out soldiers’ pre-
cise geographic location, or
even draw up detailed maps
of events. For some, the next
stage 1s to post soldiers’ per-
sonal details online, leaving
them to the mercy of on-
line groups that harass and
threaten them.

The Belgium-based Hind
Rajab Foundation is once
such organization. It says
that in recent months it
has sent the names of more
than 1,000 Israeli soldiers to
the International Criminal
Court in The Hague, seek-
ing to get them tried for war
crimes or charges of geno-
cide, including Israelis with
dual citizenship. It’s one of
the largest cases ever at the
ICC.

Hind Rajab is also trying
to get soldiers arrested when
they go abroad. Whether
it’s Instagram, Telegram or
Facebook, its activists notice
when soldiers on leave post
pictures of themselves on a

Thai or Sri Lankan beach,
or on a trip to a European
capital. On a social media
account, such snapshots
might shortly follow videos
of events in Gaza.

Armed with these posts,
Hind Rajab makes highly-
publicized calls for arrests
and trials by the host coun-
try. Officials at Israel’s For-
eign Ministry - which along
with the Justice Ministry
did not comment for this
article — are left without a
plan, urging the soldiers to
quickly leave the country be-
fore they could be arrested.
News organizations have
reported about this hap-
pening in Cyprus and Sri
Lanka, but it has also hap-
pened elsewhere. Soldiers
and their families receive
urgent calls from the Israe-
li authorities urging them
to come back home. The
Israel Defense Forces has
reportedly warned around
30 soldiers and officers who
have fought in Gaza against
traveling abroad.

It’s the fruit of the work
of the anti-Israel activ-
ists behind the Hind Rajab
Foundation, which is named
after a 6-year-old girl who
was killed in Gaza early last
year, most likely by Israeli
fire, as The Washington Post
has reported. (The IDF has
not taken responsibility for
the incident.)

A history of scandals

and hatred of Israel

The Hind Rajab Founda-
tion was established this
past September. Accord-
ing to documents obtained
by Shomrim, it is linked to
the March 30 Movement,
which locates Israeli sol-
diers around the world. This
group is named after the day

in 1976, now known as Land

Day, when Israeli security
forces shot dead six Arab
Israelis who were protesting
the expropriation of Arab-
owned land in the north.

The two organizations are
led by Dyab Abou Jahjah
and Karim Hassoun, who
both live in Belgium. Abou
Jahjah was born in 1971 in
the Lebanese village of Bint
Jbeil, while Hassoun was
born in 1979 in the Belgian
town of Rumst.

Both are Islamic extrem-
i1sts who have expressed sup-

‘It’s very important
to me that people
learn from my case
that they realize
posting pictures
from the army

isn’t helping us
around the world.’

ll

port for Hezbollah and have
been put on a U.S. list of
people required to undergo
special security checks be-
fore flights, or are prevent-
ed from boarding flights to
the United States or flights
over it — a subset of the U.S.
list of terror suspects.

Abou Jahjah, who heads
the Hind Rajab Foundation,
has a history of provoca-
tions. He was banned from
entering Britain on allega-
tions that he was an extrem-
ist, and he was also investi-
gated in Belgium, mainly on
allegations that he incited
ethnic riots.

He has described 9/11 as
“sweet revenge” and -cel-
ebrated Palestinian resis-
tance “at all costs” after an

attack that killed Israelis.

He once told The New
York Times that in the early
2000s he received military
training from Hezbollah,
but he recently denied be-
ing a member of that group.
Still, he expresses sympa-
thy for Hezbollah’s military
wing, adding that some of its
leaders are his “friends.”

Before the establish-
ment of the Hind Rajab
Foundation, Abou Jahjah
and Hassoun were already
working for the Arab Euro-
pean League, which made
headlines when it set up a
small group that patrolled
Antwerp on the lookout for
“racist behavior” by the po-
lice. City prosecutors sought
to investigate this initiative
on suspicion that the Arab
European League was a pri-
vate militia.

The organization was
also fined for publishing a
caricature claiming that the
Jews made up the Holocaust.
Former members such as
Fouad Belkacem from the
Belgian-Muslim organiza-
tion Sharia4Belgium later
recruited hundreds of Bel-
gian youths to jithadi groups
in Syria.

Hassoun 1is also infa-
mous for a raft of state-
ments and gestures in the
past. After the 2015 death
of Hezbollah’s Samir Kun-
tar, who murdered a family
in northern Israel in 1979,
Hassoun replaced his Face-
book profile picture with a
photo of Kuntar. In 2004,
Hassoun arrived with a cof-
fin wrapped in Islamic flags
at the Mechelen memorial
site — the transit camp from
which tens of thousands
of Jews were sent to death
camps during the Holocaust.

Hassoun 1s currently an
activist in the town of Wil-

Israeli soldiers posing for a photo near the GGaza Strip border last year.

lebroek, Belgium, where the
very fact that he was on a
party’s election slate for the
city council helped block the
forming of a municipal co-
alition.

‘Everybody was
posting pictures’

Israel, meanwhile, is rely-
ing on legal experts around
the world to assess the risk
of whether Israeli soldiers
and officials might have to
stand trial abroad. The IDF
and the Foreign Ministry
have even created a special
department to handle such
cases.

One  Israeli  soldier
tracked by Hind Rajab told
Shomrim how he had to flee
a foreign country after alle-
gations were made against
him online. The consulate
there and Israel’s Foreign
Ministry urgently contacted
him and his family.

He says his parents were
worried, and he himself
quickly realized the risk, so
he left. The soldier admits
he was indiscreet in posting
photos of himself in Gaza,
but he says that “everybody

posted pictures” and that the
army gave no briefing on the
possible consequences.

“It’s very important to me
that people learn from my
case, that they realize that
posting pictures from the
army isn’t helping us around
the world,” he says.

But the root of the prob-
lem, actually, is the lack of
enforcement by Israeli au-
thorities and Israel’s crisis
of confidence with countries
around the world, as noted
by Prof. Vaios Koutroulis,

an international law expert
at Université libre de Brux-

elles.

As he puts it, when Israel
has relations of good faith
with another country, the
two can negotiate any given
case and determine whether
a soldier with dual citizen-
ship should be investigated
in Israel or the other coun-
try.

Now, he adds, countries
see a discrepancy between
Israel’s number of violations
and the number of investiga-
tions it has opened, so it is
difficult to convince other
countries that Israel is con-
ducting thorough investiga-

tions that make foreign in-
volvement unnecessary.

For example, in Novem-
ber, Haaretz reported that
the IDF had indicted only
15 soldiers during the war
in Gaza. Almost all of these
cases 1nvolved theft, and
none were about the caus-
ing of detainees’ deaths, for
example.

For her part, the military
advocate general has said
that when it 1s made impos-
sible to investigate possible
war crimes in Gaza, all Is-
raeli soldiers are put at risk.

Attorney David Benja-
min, an international law
expert and former senior
officer at the military ad-
vocate general’s office,
says the IDF’s best defense
against legal procedures
abroad is for the IDF itself
to handle the issue “by actu-
ally investigating and, when
necessary, by taking legal
action here at home.” This
would make it clear that any
wrongdoings do not reflect

IDF policy.
But right-wing organi-
zations and individuals,

including senior members
of the governing coalition,

Tsafrir Abavov /AP

complain bitterly when Is-
raeli soldiers are accused of
anything illegal, as they did,
for example, in the case of
the Sde Teiman army base,
where soldiers are sus-
pected of abusing detainees
from Gaza. Far-right activ-
ists and some Israeli law-
makers stormed two army
bases in protest.

The right-wingers under-
mine the judiciary’s legiti-
macy to conduct indepen-
dent inquiries that are vital
for preserving the rule of
law, even during wartime,
and even more so on the in-
ternational stage.

According to Koutroulis
of the Université libre de
Bruxelles, the Israeli govern-
ment’s actions surely aren’t
improving the chances of
Israel’s investigations being
taken seriously abroad. He
notes that urging soldiers
to flee trial may contradict
Israel’s commitments to in-
ternational agreements like
the Geneva Conventions.

Israel will have to deal
with this issue rather than
escape it by urging its citi-
zens to flee countries around
the world.
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Los Angeles (5.12, 2 eps) 16.35 Chicago Fire (5.7, 2 eps)
18.05 Law & Order (s.24) 18.50 Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit (5.26) 19.35 FBI: International 20.20 My
Life is Murder (2 eps) 22.00 The Equalizer (s.5) 22.45
SW.AT (s.8) 23.25 Better Call Saul (s.6) 00.15 The
Wire (s.2, 2 eps) 02.15 Game of Thrones (5.5)

YES TV COMEDY (Y7)

06.30 Hot in Cleveland (s.3, 2 eps) 07.20 The Nanny (2
eps) 08.10 Ghosts UK (s.4) 08.40 Ghosts UK (s.5) 09.10
Silicon Valley (2 eps) 10.10 Hot in Cleveland (s.3, 2 eps)
11.00 Frasier (s.2, 2 eps) 11.55 Married with Children
(5.4, 2 eps) 12.45 The Office (5.2, 2 eps) 13.35 The
Nanny (2 eps) 14.25 Silicon Valley (2 eps) 15.25 Ghosts
UK (5.4) 15.55 Ghosts UK (s.5) 16.25 Frasier (5.2, 2 eps)
17.20 Married with Children (s.4, 2 eps) 18.10 The
Office (s.2, 2 eps) 19.00 Silicon Valley (2 eps) 20.00
The Nanny (2 eps) 20.40 Ghosts UK (s.5, 2 eps) 21.40
Frasier (5.2, 2 eps) 22.30 Married with Children (s.5,
2 eps) 23.20 The Office (s.2, 2 eps) 00.10 It's Always
Sunny in Philadelphia (s.16, 2 eps) 01.00 Entourage (2
eps) 01.50 Silicon Valley (2 eps)

EUROSPORT (Y61/H59)

08.00 Cross Country Skiing - World Cup in Toblach,
Italy 08.30 Ski Jumping - World Cup: Four Hills Tourna-
ment in Garmisch Partenkirchen, Germany 09.30 Cross
Country Skiing - World Cup in Toblach, Italy 12.30 Ski
Jumping - World Cup: Four Hills Tournament in Gar-
misch Partenkirchen, Germany 13.15 Cross Country
Skiing - World Cup in Toblach, Italy 14.30 Ski Jump-
ing - World Cup: Four Hills Tournament in Garmisch
Partenkirchen, Germany 17.10 Ski Jumping - World
Cup: Four Hills Tournament in Oberstdorf, Germany
18.45 Snooker - Northern Ireland Open: Final 22.00
Cross Country Skiing - World Cup in Toblach, Italy
00.00 Ski Jumping - World Cup: Four Hills Tournament
in Garmisch Partenkirchen, Germany 01.00 Cross
Country Skiing - World Cup in Toblach, Italy 02.30
Ski Jumping - World Cup: Four Hills Tournament in
Garmisch Partenkirchen, Germany

HOT CINEMA 1 (H16)

07.40 Mary Queen of Scots (UK/USA, 2018). Biography
drama. Dir: Josie Rourke. With Saoirse Ronan, Margot
Robbie, Jack Lowden.

09.41 The Cold Light of Day (USA/Spain, 2012). Action.
Dir: Mabrouk El Mechri. With Sigourney Weaver, Bruce
Willis, Henry Cavill.

11.15 We Own the Night (USA, 2007). Crime. Dir: James

HE
g
S

Stephanie Branchu

Gray. With Joaguin Phoenix, Eva Mendes, Robert Duvall.
13.10 American Hustle (USA, 2013). Crime drama. Dir:
David O. Russell. With Christian Bale, Amy Adams, Brad-
ley Cooper.

15.30 A Time to Kill (USA, 1996). Drama. Dir: Joel
Schumacher. With Matthew McConaughey, Sandra Bull-
ock, Samuel L. Jackson, Kevin Spacey, Kiefer Sutherland.
17.55 Ocean's Thirteen (USA, 2007). Crime comedy.
Dir: Steven Soderbergh. With Brad Pitt, George Clooney,
Matt Damon, Al Pacino.

20.00 To Catch a Killer (USA/Canada, 2023). Drama.
Dir: Damian Szifron. With Shailene Woodley, Ben Men-
delsohn, Jovan Adepo.

22.00 The Score (USA/Germany, 2001). Crime thriller.
Dir: Frank Oz. With Robert De Niro, Edward Norton, Mar-
lon Brando.

00.00 American Sniper (USA, 2014). Biography. Dir:
Clint Eastwood. With Bradley Cooper, Sienna Miller, Kyle
Gallner.

02.15 The Sweeney (UK, 2012). Action crime. Dir: Nick
Love. With Ray Winstone, Ben Drew.

HOT CINEMA 2 (H17)

06.35 The Marine (USA, 2006). Action. Dir: John Bonito.
With John Cena, Robert Patrick.

08.05 Interstellar (USA, 2014). Sci-fi. Dir: Christopher
Nolan. With Matthew McConaughey, Anne Hathaway,
Jessica Chastain.

10.50 Next (USA, 2007). Action. Dir: Lee Tamahori. With
Nicolas Cage, Julianne Moore, Jessica Biel.

12.25 The Covenant (UK/Spain/USA, 2023). Action.
Dir: Guy Ritchie. With Jake Gyllenhaal, Dar Salim, Sean
Sagar.

14.30 The Usual Suspects (USA, 1995). Thriller. Dir: Bry-
an Singer. With Kevin Spacey, Stephen Baldwin, Gabriel
Byrne.

16.10 Terminator 2: Judgement Day (USA, 1991).
Sequel to the original sci-fi thriller. Dir: James Cameron.
With Arnold Schwarzenegger, Edward Furlong, Robert
Patrick.

18.25 Backtrace (USA, 2018). Action. Dir: Brian A. Miller.
With Sylvester Stallone, Matthew Modine, Colin Eggles-
field.

20.05 Meg 2: The Trench (USA/China, 2023). Action.
Dir: Ben Wheatley. With Jason Statham, Jing Wu, Shuya
Sophia Cai.

22.00 Savage Salvation (USA, 2023). Action thriller. Dir:
Randall Emmett. With Jack Huston, Robert De Niro, John
Malkovich.

23.40 The Silencing (Canada/USA, 2020). Action crime.
Dir: Robin Pront. With Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, Caleb
Ellsworth-Clark, Josh Cruddas.

01.15 Blood (USA/Luxembourg/Canada, 2022). Horror.
Dir: Brad Anderson. With Michelle Monaghan, Skeet
Ulrich.

HOT CINEMA 3 (H18)

06.20 No Reservations (USA, 2007). Comedy. Dir: Scott
Hicks. With Catherine Zeta-Jones, Aaron Eckhart.
08.00 About a Boy (UK/USA/France/Germany, 2002).

Drama. Dir: Chris Weitz, Paul Weitz. With Hugh Grant,
Toni Collette, Micholas Hoult, Rachel Weisz

09.40 The Break-Up (USA, 2006). Comedy. Dir: Peyton
Reed. With Vince Vaughn, Jennifer Aniston.

11.25 Last Christmas (UK/USA, 2019). Romantic come-
dy. Dir: Paul Fig. With Madison Ingoldsby, Emma Thomp-
son, Boris Isakovic.

13.05 Valentine's Day (USA, 2010). Romantic comedy.
Dir: Garry Marshall. With Julia Roberts, Jamie Foxx,
Anne Hathaway.

15.05 Ocean's Eight (USA, 2018). Action. Dir: Gary Ross.
With Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett, Anne Hathaway.
16.55 The Layover (USA, 2017). Comedy. Dir: William H.
Macy. With Kate Upton, Alexandra Daddario, Matt Barr.
18.25 My Old Lady (USA/UK/France, 2014). Comedy
romance. Dir: Israel Horovitz. With Kevin Kline, Kristin
Scott Thomas, Maggie Smith.

20.10 Sam & Kate (USA, 2022). Romantic comedy. Dir:
Darren Le Gallo. With Jake Hoffman, Schuyler Fisk,
Dustin Hoffman, Sissy Spacek.

22.00 Marry Me (Japan/USA/China, 2022). Romantic
comedy. Dir: Kat Coiro. With Jennifer Lopez, Owen Wil-
son, Maluma.

23.50 Darling Companion (USA, 2012). Drama. Dir: Law-
rence Kasdan. With Diane Keaton, Kevin Kline, Dianne
Wiest.

01.35 Sex and the City (USA, 2008). Comedy. Dir:
Michael Patrick King. With Sarah Jessica Parker, Kim
Cattrall, Chris Noth.

HOT CINEMA 4 (H19)

07.35 Let Him Go (USA, 2020). Crime drama. Dir:
Thomas Bezucha. With Diane Lane, Kevin Costner, Kayli
Darter.

09.30 My Happy Ending (UK/Israel/USA, 2023). Com-
edy drama. Dirs: Tal Granit, Sharon Maymon. With Andie
MacDowell, Sally Phillips, Miriam Margolyes.

11.00 The Hollars (USA, 2016). Romantic comedy. Dir:
John Krasinski. With Sharlto Copley, Charlie Day, Richard
Jenkins.

12.30 Equals (USA, 2015). Drama. Dir: Drake Doremus.
With Nicholas Hoult, Kristen Stewart, Vernetta Lopez
14.10 White Bird (USA, 2023). Biography drama. Dir:
Marc Foster. With Ariella Glaser, Orlando Schwerdt, Gil-
lian Anderson.

16.10 The King's Speech (UK, 2010). Biography. Dir: Tom
Hooper. With Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush.

18.10 After Everything (USA, 2023). Romantic drama.
Dir: Castille Landon. With Hero Fiennes Tiffin, Josephine
Langford, Mimi Keene.

19.45 The Taste of Things La passion de Dodin Bouffan
(France/Belgium, 2023). Romantic period drama. Dir:
Anh Hung Tran. With Juliette Binoche, Benoit Magimel,
Emmanuel Salinger.

22.00 The Blind Side (USA, 2009). Drama. Dir: John Lee
Hancock. With Sandra Bullock, Quinton Aaron.

00.05 A Little Chaos (UK, 2014). Drama. Directed and
starring Alan Rickman. With Kate Winslet, Stanley Tucci.
02.00 The Last Face (USA, 2016). Drama. Dir: Sean
Penn. With Charlize Theron, Javier Bardem, Brandon
Phillips.

YES MOVIES DRAMA (Y1)

06.00 The Birdcatcher (Norway/UK, 2019). War drama.
Dir: Ross Clarke. With Sarah-Sofie Boussnina, Arthur
Hakalahti Jakob Cedergren.

07.40 Spoiler Alert (USA, 2022). Comedy drama. Dir:
Michael Showalter. With Jim Parsons, Ben Aldridge,
Josh Pais.

09.30 My Father's Secrets (France/Belgium, 2022).
Animation drama. Dir: Vera Belmont. With the voices of
Michele Bernier, Jacques Gamblin, Arthur Dupont.
10.50 The Bookshop (UK/Spain/Germany, 2017).
Drama. Dir: Isabel Coixet. With Emily Mortimer, Bill
Nighy, Hunter Tremayne.

12.40 Woman in Gold (UK, 2014). Biography. Dir: Simon
Curtis. With Helen Mirren, Ryan Reynolds, Daniel Bruhl.
14.30 Burnt (USA, 2015) Comedy. Dir: John Wells. With
Bradley Cooper, Sienna Miller, Daniel Bruhl.

16.15 The Wedding Veil Inspiration (Canada/USA,
2023). Romantic comedy. Dir: Terry Ingram. With
Autumn Reeser, Kacey Rohl, Carlo Marks.

17.45 The Lucky One (USA, 2012). Drama. Dir: Scott
Hicks. With Zac Efron, Taylor Schilling, Blythe Danner.
19.25 The Son (UK/France, 2022). Drama. Dir: Florian
Zeller. With Vanessa Kirby, Felix Goddard, Max Goddard.
21.30 Richard Jewell (USA, 2019). Biography crime. Dir:
Clint Eastwood. With Paul Walter Hauser, Sam Rock-

well, Brandon Stanley, Kathy Bates.

23.40 The Mauritanian (UK/USA, 2021). Drama thriller.
Dir: Kevin Macdonald. With Tahar Rahim, Nouhe Hamady
Bari, Saadna Hamoud.

01.50 Rose Plays Julie (Ireland/UK, 2019). Drama mys-
tery. Dirs: Joe Lawlor, Christine Molloy. With Ann Skelly,
Orla Brady, Aidan Gillen.

YES MOVIES ACTION (Y2)

06.45 Lucky Number Slevin (Germany/USA, 2006).
Crime. Dir: Paul McGuigan. With Josh Hartnett, Bruce
Willis, Morgan Freeman.

08.35 65 (USA/Canada, 2023). Action adventure Dir:
Scott Beck, Bryan Woods. With Adam Driver, Ariana
Greenblatt, Chloe Coleman.

10.10 On the Line (USA, 2022). Thriller. Dir: Romuald
Boulanger. With Mel Gibson, William Moseley, Alia
Seror-0r'Neill.

11.55 Last Seen Alive (USA, 2022). Action. Dir: Brian
Goodman. With Gerard Butler, Jaimie Alexander, Russell
Hornsby.

13.30 Plane (UK/USA, 2023). Action. Dir: Jean-Francois
Richet. With Gerard Butler, Mike Colter, Tony Goldwyn.
15.20 Sympathy for the Devil (USA, 2023). Action thriller.
Yuval Adler. With Nicolas Cage, Joel Kinnaman, Alexis
ZLollicoffer.

16.55 The Covenant (UK/Spain/USA, 2023). Action.
Dir: Guy Ritchie. With Jake Gyllenhaal, Dar Salim, Sean
Sagar.

18.55 Honest Thief (USA, 2020). Action. Dir: Mark Wil-
liams. With Liam Neeson, Kate Walsh, Jai Courtney.
20.35 House/Wife (Canada, 2024). Thriller. Dir: Danis
Goulet. With Sarah Gadon, Alice Braga, Kris Holden-Ried.
22.00 300 (USA, 2006). Action. Dir: Zack Snyder. With
Gerard Butler, Vincent Regan.

23.55 Zone 414 (UK/USA, 2021). Sci-fi thriller. Dir:
Andrew Baird. With Guy Pearce, Matilda Lutz.

01.35 Peppermint (Hong Kong/USA, 2018). Action. Dir:
Pierre Morel. With Jennifer Garner, John Gallagher
Jr., John Ortiz.

YES MOVIES COMEDY (Y3)

06.20 Can You Keep a Secret? (USA, 2019). Romantic
comedy. Dir: Elise Duran. With Alexandra Daddario, Suni-
ta Mani, Tyler Hoechlin.

08.05 Kinky Boots (UK/USA, 2005). Comedy. Dir: Julian
Jarrold. With Joel Edgerton, Chiwetel Ejiofor.

09.55 About My Father (USA, 2023). Comedy. Dir: Laura
Terruso. With Robert De Niro, Sebastian Maniscalco,
Leslie Bibb.

11.25 Moving On (USA, 2022). Comedy. Dir: Paul Weitz.
With Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin, Malcolm McDowell.

12.50 Sliding Doors (UK, 1998). Romantic comedy. Dir:
Peter Howitt. With Gwyneth Paltrow, John Lynch, John
Hannah, Jeanne Tripplehorn.

14.30 The Wedding Year (USA, 2019). Comedy. Dir:
Robert Luketic. With Sarah Hyland, Tyler James Wil-
liams, Jenna Dewan.

16.10 Eat Wheaties! (Canada, 2020). Comedy. Dir: Scott
Abramovitch. With Tony Hale, Elisha Cuthbert, Danielle
Brooks.

17.40 How to Be a Latin Lover (USA, 2017). Comedy. Dir:
Ken Marino. With Eugenio Derbez, Salma Hayek, Rapha-
el Alejandro.

19.35 Snack Shack (USA, 2024). Comedy. Dir: Adam
Rehmeier. With Conor Sherry,Gabriel LaBelle, Mika
Abdalla.

21.30 She's Funny That Way (Germany/USA, 2014).
Comedy. Dir: Peter Bogdanovich. With Imogen Poots,
Owen Wilson, Jennifer Aniston.

23.05 Hysteria (UK/France/Germany/Luxembourg,
2011). Comedy. Dir: Tanya Wexler. With Hugh Dancy,
Magaie Gyllenhaal, Jonathan Pryce.

00.45 Silent Night (USA/Mexico, 2023). Action thriller.
Dir: John Woo. With Joel Kinnaman, Kid Cudi, Harold
Torres.

02.15 No Hard Feelings (USA, 2023). Romantic comedy.
Dir: Gene Stupnitsky. With Jennifer Lawrence, Andrew
Barth Feldman, Laura Benanti.

News on the Hour:
CNN (Y102/H205) | Sky News (Y103/H203)
BBC (H204) [ Fox News (Y105/H202)
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No hostage deal until all sides agree on how to control Gaza

The Egyptian plan includes an independent committee to oversee reconstruction, faces objections from Israel and the PA

Zvi Bar'el

Suspense over the pros-
pect of a deal for the return
of the hostages in Gaza,
along with vague, conflict-
ing reports about negotia-
tions and, most importantly,
about which of the hostages
are set to be released, is
increasing. It has overshad-
owed other issues involved
in the deal: How many Pal-
estinian prisoners will be
released? Who will they be?
What will the cease-fire look
like? How long will it hold?

Then there’s the question
of 1f and when another phase
of the deal which would re-
turn the remaining hostages
and the bodies of those who
were murdered will hap-
pen, and what other condi-
tions would be involved in
it. These would include the
extent of the Israeli army’s
withdrawal from Gaza, the
status of the Philadephi cor-
ridor and the Rafah border
crossing, whether the army
would permit the return of
Gazans to the northern por-
tion of the Strip, and how
aid distribution to civilians
would be handled.

The issue of aid and the
administration of the Gaza
Strip has become critical in
recent weeks as the scope
of the theft and the incom-
petence of aid organizations
in transferring the goods ac-
cumulating in warehouses to
residents has become appar-
ent. So has the total control
of local gangs and Hamas
over channels of distribu-
tion.

Gangs have demanded
thousands of dollars per
truck, the price of staple
foods has soared astronomi-
cally, and all of it is happen-
ing under the watchful eye
of the Israeli army, which
still hasn’t provided a plan
for how Gaza will be run,
or even found reasonable
distribution arrangements
that would enable some
2.25 million residents there
to survive.

After long months in
which Egypt negotiated
with Israel, representatives
of the Palestinian Authority
and Hamas over control of
the Strip, the parties seem to
have come up with an initial
plan in October.

At the beginning of De-
cember, a draft plan known
as the Egyptian plan was re-
leased which suggested es-
tablishing a “social support
committee” in Gaza with
10 to 15 members, each of
whom would be responsible
for a professional field in ac-
cordance with their abilities
and experience.

The committee will op-
erate under a presidential
order from Palestinian Au-
thority President Mahmoud
Abbas and according to the
customary laws in the Pales-
tinian Authority and with its
oversight.

In addition to the com-
mittee, a public authority
composed of public figures,
tribal leaders, journalists,
physicians and business-
people would be established
to provide public support for
the social support committee
and assist it in solving prob-
lems that arise in its work.

According to the draft, the
Rafah border crossing be-
tween Gaza and Egypt would
be reopened in accordance
with a 2005 agreement.

Hamas, Islamic Jihad and
other organizations wouldn’t
have representation on the
support committee and
wouldn’t be authorized to
take part in its activities.
The hope is that the commit-
tee would deal with every ci-
vilian aspect of life in Gaza,
including education, health,
social welfare, the clearing
of rubble and the enclave’s
reconstruction. The com-
mittee would continue to
function “as long as the cir-
cumstances and conditions
for its operations require
it” or until there are new
elections. A reconstruction

fund would be established,
whose members would con-
sist of donor countries along
with a Palestinian Authority
representative.

But since the draft of
the plan was released, sev-
eral amendments have been
made to it, relating primar-
ily to the committee’s stand-
ing vis-a-vis the Palestinian
Authority. The changes
were aimed at addressing Is-
rael’s opposition to granting
the organization any stand-
ing, and on the other hand,
avoiding the establishment
of a parallel Palestinian Au-
thority in Gaza that would
in practice sever the Gaza
Strip from the West Bank.

On Monday, a Palestinian
delegation headed by the
chairman of the Palestinian
National Committee, Rawhi
Fattouh, (who was appointed
acting Palestinian president
in the event that Abbas can-
not fill the role) arrived
in Cairo, along with two
members of the Palestine
Liberation Organization’s
executive committee, Az-
zam al-Ahmad and Ahmed
Majdalawi. Apparently, they
have Abbas’ agreement, in
principle, to the draft docu-
ment, but with a demand for
further polishing that would
strengthen the connection
between Gaza and the West
Bank, emphasizing that
they are “inseparable parts
of Palestine.” Such wording
would ratify the Palestin-
ilan government’s powers in
Gaza and those of the Pal-
estinian Authority there in
general.

We still need to wait to see
whether the “minor” amend-
ments that Abbas is demand-
ing delay or even scuttle the
plan, since during the entire
period of negotiations, the
Palestinian president and
his supporters opposed the
idea of a support committee.
That was both as a matter of
principle — that the Palestin-
1an Authority should control
both parts of Palestine — and
that any other administrative
entity established in Gaza
might harm the status of the

A picture taken from Sderot showing smoke rising from Gaza after Israeli strikes on Sunday.

PA and “Palestinian unity.”

Along with this, the PA
believes that at a time when
Hamas has lost its power and
status, an opportunity has
arisen to restore the PLO
in general and Fatah in par-
ticular and control both ter-
ritories. There’s no reason
to grant Hamas status in the
establishment of a separate
committee.

However, in the discus-
sions over the wording of the
proposal, Egypt made clear
to PLO officials that they are
engaged in theoretical dis-
cussion with no connection
toreality.

A Palestinian source in
the Fatah leadership told
Haaretz that Cairo “ex-
plained in plain English that
Israel will never agree to the

PA’s direct involvement in
the administration of Gaza
and that the only way to cir-
cumvent that barrier is by
the establishment of a com-
mittee that won't be seen as
a branch of the PA and that
its opposition to establishing
the committee only plays into
Israel’s hands.” The sources
didn't know whether Egypt
had gotten Israel’s consent to
form the committee, but said
“members of the delegation
to Egypt got the impression
that things were coordinated
with Jerusalem.”

Israel has tried to establish
an administrative body to
take upon itself the responsi-
bility for some humanitarian
aid and respond to the imme-
diate needs of the population
in Gaza several times. It pro-

posed, for example, to several
of the biggest hamula (“clan,”
in English) leaders that they
assume responsibility, only
to be met with a determined
refusal from an association
of tribal and clan heads, a
body that was established in
the days of Yasser Arafat to
coordinate between the PA
and Gaza residents.

Several hamula chiefs,
like that of the Doghmush,
Helles, al-Masri clans, some
of whom engaged in violent
clashes with Hamas before
being defeated and dis-
armed, later switched sides
and became Hamas allies.
Days ago, they warned that
any delay in establishing the
committee would mean “dis-
avowing the Palestinian peo-
ple and giving the occupation
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an opportunity to enact its
plans of extermination and
forced transfer” of Palestin-
ians. The association, headed
by Akef al-Masri, said it sup-
ports the committee on the
condition that it preserves
Palestinian unity and oper-
ates under the authority of
the PA and not in place of it.

The names of the commit-
tee members have not yet
been made public, although
Hamas told Cairo that it had
submitted a list of figures ac-
ceptable to it. It's not clear
whether this list 1s also ac-
ceptable to the PA or Israel
However, the establishment
of the committee is now es-
sential to allow the reopening
of the Rafah crossing, as part
of the hostage deal.

Since Israel seized control

of it last May, the crossing
has remained closed due to
Egypt’s refusal to operate
its side without a Palestinian
presence on the Gaza side.
This 1s also the position of
the European Union, whose
officials must also be pres-
ent there to restore previous
arrangements.

Beyond the issue of Pal-
estinian representation on
the committee and its subor-
dination to the PA, the cen-
tral question concerns the
security of the committee
members, protection against
criminal gangs and military
control of the areas from
which the Israeli army will
withdraw.

It 1s widely believed that
an agreement to establish
a committee to administer
in the Gaza Strip would al-
low the arrival of a multina-
tional and even Arab force
that could assume partial
security responsibility for
the Gaza Strip. Last May, the
United Arab Emirates said
that it would be willing to
participate in administering
(Gaza and even send troops on
the condition that a Palestin-
ian state be established. Two
months later, the country
moderated its stance, with
Envoy of the Foreign Minis-
ter Lana Nusseibeh clarify-
ing that “the Emirati state
will not participate in a multi-
national force unless the PA,
which undergoes reforms or
is headed by a prime minister
with powers, invites us” and
that “the U.S. is the one that
needs to lead this initiative
for it to succeed.”

Assuming that Israel
strongly opposes giving the
PA any security authority, it
may agree to the presence
of international forces in the
Strip, as it has already hinted
at in the past. However, this
assumption 1s currently only
theoretical and in the realm
of wishful thinking given Is-
rael’'s undisguised intention
to remain in Gaza “as long
as necessary’ and the plans
of some government minis-
ters and citizens to establish
settlements there.

100 hostages, 460 days in captivity

‘After all Hamas has done, 1t’s our own gov’t that makes us despair’

Adi Hashmonai

Shortly before Saturday
night’'s demonstrations be-
gan, amid reports of a pos-
sible deal to bring the hos-
tages home, Hamas released
another video. This one, of
army field spotter Liri El-
bag, greatly upset her par-
ents.

At the subsequent dem-
onstrations throughout the
country, many relatives of
hostages spoke, including
Yoav Zalmanovich, who
learned through a video re-

leased by Hamas in Novem-
ber 2023 that his father Arye

had died. In his speech, he
recalled a moment etched in
his memory.

A few months after the
October 7 massacre, he fi-
nally mustered the strength
to take his daughters to his
85-year-old father’s home
in Kibbutz Nir Oz. The in-
nocence of his 16-year-old
daughter Avigail when she
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Yoav Zalmanovich, whose father was taken hostage, with his

daughter Avigail.

asked a seemingly simple
question caused an emotion-
al storm that hasn’t abated
to this day.

“When I took my daugh-
ters to their grandfather’s
home, I had to cover the
congealed blood with cloth
to keep that difficult sight
from them,” he said in his

Yoav Zalmanovich

speech at Karkur Junc-
tion. “Avigail asked naively,
‘There’s a road sign for Nir
Oz on the road. How was the
army unable to find the kib-
butz? Really, how?"”
Fifteen months have
passed since his father was
kidnapped, and ever since,
Yoav has circulated from

one demonstration to the
next, unloading what i1s in
his heart from their stages.

The last time Arye Zal-
manovich spoke with his
family was on the morning
of October 7. At 9:20 A.M., he
called his eldest son, Boaz,
and said there were terror-
ists in the kibbutz. What hap-
pened to him after that we
know from the video Hamas
published, which showed
him being kidnapped alive,
and from the testimony of
other hostages who have re-
turned from captivity.

“My father was Kkid-
napped from his home with
cruel violence,” Yoav Zalma-
novich said. “The terrorists
hit him on the head and put
him on a motorcycle at gun-
point, then drove off with
him to Khan Yunis.

“From the testimony of
those who have returned
from captivity, we know that
my father survived for more
than a month in captivity. Ac-
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cording to this testimony, he
ate and drank only cookies
and tea. How can an 85-year-
old man with chronic dis-
eases and inbuilt frailty of
age survive? He apparently
stopped eating fairly quickly
and then slowly declined un-
til his body couldn’t take it
anymore.”

One of the hostages who
was with him was Kaid Far-
han al-Qadi, who was rescued
from captivity in August. Fol-
lowing his return, Al-Qadi
spoke about the relationship
that had developed between
him and Arye.

Zalmanovich told him
about the kibbutz, his friends
and his family, Al-Qadi said.
Herecalled that he would “sit
beside him every day and he
would tell me stories,” and
that he “had a granddaughter

he loved very much.

“I know that he had two
sons, every opportunity he
had, he would talk about
them. He told me that he
dreamed that they would re-
lease us.”

But after 40 days in
captivity, he died. Later,
Hamas released footage of
his decline and death. He
was declared dead on the
strength of this evidence,
but his body remains in the
(Gaza Strip.

Arye Zalmanovich was
born Haifa, his parents’
only child, and as a boy he
joined the Hashomer Hat-
zair youth group. Together
with his friends, he set out
to build a unique community
in the northern Negev, to de-
velop high-quality modern
agriculture under difficult

conditions right across from
Khan Yunis, which was mur-
derous even back then.

“Together  with  his
friends, he set out to realize
the nation’s dream, to exer-
cise its sovereignty. But my
father ended his life in a
cruel, alien place, far from
his family and friends, with-
out a comforting hand. Not
in peace, surrounded by the
fields he loved, but in fear,
surrounded by hatred and
evil.”

Since his father was
kidnapped, 460 days have
passed. And now, Yoav said,
he too, like his 16-year-old
daughter, is asking naive
questions. “I'm S3 vyears
old. I've learned a thing or
two about the world. But I'm
looking at what is happening
in astonishment and asking

the questions of a child.

“How 1s it that people
kidnapped from their homes
460 days ago still haven't
come home? How is that a
year after the massacre and
the abandonment, the gov-
ernment and all the heads
of the security establish-
ment are still in their roles?
Enough! Accept responsibil-
ity and get out of our lives.

“How is the Jewish state
capable of perpetrating in-
discriminate death and de-
struction in the name of ven-
geance? Us! How, in the face
of the abandonment, are we
continuing to fan the fires
of polarization? And how
is that even though Hamas
murdered, torched, raped
and destroyed, it’s our own
government that makes us
despair?”

PLANTS

Continued from page 8

“If you sum up all the dif-
ferent behaviors they dis-
played, it looks like you are
visiting a village of present-
day hunter gatherers,” she
tells Haaretz in a phone in-
terview. “Everybody asks
me what is the difference
between modern humans
and these people, and, as
far as the archaeological
evidence 1s concerned, I
cannot answer.”

Feed the brain

The theory that prehis-
toric hominins survived on
meat alone is largely a result
of research bias, stemming
from the fact that animal
bones are much easier to
find in archaeological digs
than perishable traces of
plants, as well as from the
idea of ‘man the hunter’ - a
fanciful image or our ances-
tors as masculine predators
solely dedicated to killing
their next prey, says Alper-
son-Afil. This myth has now
evolved into fad diets such as
Keto or the Paleo diet, which

call upon this imaginary
past to emphasize proteins
and treat carbs as anathema.

In reality, prehistoric
hominins were too smart
to rely on a single resource,
which could potentially be-
come scarce or disappear
(perhaps out of our own
overhunting), Goren-Inbar
says. Instead, they learned
to eat anything that moved
— or didn’t move, in the case
of plants.

Starches would have been
particularly important for
Homo erectus, whose brain
grew during its long evolu-
tionary history. Early erec-
tus started with a brain size
around 900 cubic centime-
ters but over hundreds of
thousands of years the aver-
age noggin grew to around
1,200 cc.

This i1s not far from the
lower range for modern hu-
mans, who have an average
volume of 1,400 cc.

“Carbohydrates  could
support the evolutionary
needs of these people, sup-
porting the increased meta-
bolic demands of a larger
brain,” Alperson-Afil says.
“I crave carbs, they re-
ally make me happy, and it
was probably the same for
them.”

common oat.

Excavating at Gesher Benot Ya’akov.

Some of the plants recovered from Gesher Benot Y’ﬂk[ﬁf
percussive tools. From left to right: oak, yellow water lily and

.

Hadar Ahituv and Yoel Melamed
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Adrian Hennigan

s the soul-destroying
A wars of 2024 - Israel

and Hamas, Russia
and Ukraine, Blake Lively
and Justin Baldoni - con-
tinue into 2025, is it wrong
to feel optimism about what
lies ahead in film and tele-
vision?

After all, this will be the
first year since 2019 in which
bothindustries are operating
at full strength since the dis-
ruptions caused by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and Hol-
lywood talent strikes.

A look through the slates
of the major players shows
a wealth of films that look
extremely promising - from
two separate sports mov-
ies by the Safdie brothers
(Benny’s “The Smashing Ma-
chine” and Josh's “Marty Su-
preme”), to new films by the
likes of Paul Thomas Ander-
son, Luca Guadagnino, Noah
Baumbach, Celine Song,
Chloé Zhao and Ari Aster.

Television, meanwhile,
will unveil adaptations of
“The Lord of the Flies” and
“The Elephant Man,” new
seasons of “Severance,” “The
White Lotus” and “Andor,”
some very high-profile Hol-
lywood names crossing over
into television (Robert De
Niro’s waiting...) and another
“Game of Thrones” prequel,
“A Knight of the Seven King-
doms.”

So, without further ado,
please allow Nostradumbass
— as my friends call me - to
guide you through the stories

you may be reading about in
2025...

The Gadot dilemma

As a film enthusiast, is
there anything more de-
pressing than the sight of
Disney continuing to shame-
lessly pillage its back catalog
of classic cartoons for ano-
dyne live adaptations? We've
already had the likes of
“Dumbo,” “The Lion King,”
“Mulan” and “The Little
Mermaid,” while “Moana”
and “Lilo & Stitch” are on the
way. (My 20-year-old daugh-
ter is particularly offended
by the latter, as the original
is one of the few films she ac-
tually loves.)

And then there’s “Snow
White.” While I would nor-
mally be loath to judge any
film on a trailer alone, I am
tempted to make an excep-
tion in this case. Indeed,
given the presence of Israeli
favorite Gal Gadot as the evil
queen, I am sure it is only a
matter of time before Ireland
reports Disney to the Inter-
national Court of Justice. In
this instance, it may actually
have my support.

Gadot’s starring role will
present all the nations that
normally ban her movies
from their theaters with a
genuine dilemma: ban “Snow
White” because, shock, hor-
ror, there’s a Zionist on the
poster; or allow it to play and

Jewish superheroes? Boycotting Gadot?
Film and TV stories to look out for 1in 2025

From a Jewish actor playing Superman to Gal Gadot as the evil queen in ‘Snow White’ to a
new series about King David, these are the dramas you will be reading about this year

Clockwise from top left: Seth Rogen, Ebon Moss-Bachrach, Gal Gadot and a scene from the raeli series “Bad Boy.”

let the public boo and hiss at
one of cinema’s biggest vil-
lains (the character, that is,
not the actress).

When the latest Gadot
controversy erupts in
March, don’t be surprised if
some moron tweets that “the
Jews” have been poisoning
the world’s apples ever since
the Garden of Eden anyway.

Better call Saul?

Expect social media to
similarly become awash
with self-anointed experts on
Middle Eastern history and
biblical figures when Prime
Video debuts “House of Da-
vid” at the end of February.
Sadly, it’s not a “Curb Your
Enthusiasm” spin-off, but a
would-be epic set in the 11th-
10th century B.C.E.

“"House of David’ tells the
story of the ascent of the bib-

lical figure, David, who even-
tually becomes the most re-
nowned and celebrated king
of Israel. The series follows
the once-mighty King Saul
as he falls victim to his own
pride,” trumpets the press
release, for this show creat-
ed by an American Christian
called Jon Erwin.

His previous faith-based
works include a 2017 film
called “I Can Only Imag-
ine” —and I can only imagine
he knows the slingshots his
show is likely to receive from
the usual suspects. An argu-
ment 1s doubtless already
breaking out online that the
ancient king of Israel was in
fact a Palestinian.

October 7 revisited

If 2024 saw the events of

October 7, 2023, and subse-
quent war captured primar-

: - R . - i

ily in documentary form
— from Nova music festival
film “We Will Dance Again”
to the collection of Gazan
short stories in Oscar-short-
listed “From Ground Zero”
— 2025 will be the start of at-
tempts to recount the story
in fictional form.

There probably isn’t an
Israeli or Palestinian artist
alive who isn’t attempting
to tell the story of the war
right now. Quite how much
the world will want to watch,
though, is another matter.

The main work to be com-
missioned thus far is “Red
Alert.” This five-part Kes-
het series is co-produced
by Lawrence “Pulp Fiction”
Bender and aims to recre-
ate some of the horrors of
the Hamas attack from the
perspective of five people
trapped in life-or-death
situations. You can already

feel the panic among British
daily The Guardian’s televi-
sion critics over who might
have to cover it, given last
year’s flasco over its review
of the October 7 documen-
tary “One Day in October.”

Festival blues

An ongoing drama for
Israeli film and television
last year was the battle to
land slots at international
festivals. To say Israeli
works have been frozen out
wouldn’t quite be true - Tom
Nesher’s “Come Closer” and
Nir Bergman'’s “Pink Lady”
both won international
awards last year. Still, right
now there’s more chance of
Gal Gadot being invited for
tea with the ayatollahs than
there is of an Israeli film be-
ing chosen for a major U.S.
festival like Sundance.

Given the presence
of Gal Gadot as the
evil queen in ‘Snow
White,” I am sure

it is only a matter
of time before
Ireland reports
Disney to the ICJ.

Israeli television had al-
ways been very well rep-
resented (and rewarded) at
the Series Mania and Can-
neseries television festivals
in France - until last year.
For a barometer of where
Israeli shows stand in the
world, check out this year’s
lineups in March and April
to see if Keshet, the Kan

Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP; Chris Pizzello/AP; Marnt Winkelmever/Gerty Images via AFP; HOT/Sipur

public broadcasters and oth-
ers are shut out or welcomed
back into the fold.

It’s not like most of the Is-
raeli arts community won'’t
be thinking similar thoughts
to their peers overseas about
the war in Gaza; why they
should be penalized is be-
yvond my understanding. If
a show like “Bad Boy” by
prominent government crit-
ic Ron Leshem is not deemed

of “Mission: Impossible,”
“Wicked,” “Jurassic World,”
“Avatar” and - lord help us -
“The Passion of the Christ”
having sequels incoming.

Several Hollywood stu-
dios, meanwhile, will be
hoping their superheroes
actually live up to their bill-
ing at the box office this year,
following a washout with the
likes of “Madame Web” and
“Kraven the Hunter.” The
only thing these films at-
tracted was ridicule.

While Marvel is pinning
its hopes on audiences finally
turning out for a “Fantastic
Four” movie and arevamped
“Captain America,” Warner
Bros and DC will be praying
movie critics aren’t their own
personal kryptonite when
James Gunn's “Superman”
lands in July.

The Jewniverse will be
watching these films with
particular interest: First,
will Shira Haas’ Sabra live
up to her name in “Captain
America: Brave New World™”?
Second, how will David Co-
renswet fare as the world’s
first Jewish Superman (sorry
Likudniks, Bibi definitely
doesn’t count)? And third, will
it be apparent why director
Matt Shakman insisted that
a Jewish actor (Ebon Moss-
Bachrach) be cast to play Ben
Grimm in “The Fantastic
Four”? The first clue might be
if they become the Fantastic
Three every Shabbat.

Stars and gripes

Which big names will be
gracing the small screen
with their presence this year?
Well, there are none bigger
than Robert De Niro, who at
the age of 81 has recognized
that Netflix's money is just as
good as Hollywood’s. That’s
why he’ll be starring in the
thriller “Zero Day” on the
streaming giant in February.
If that sounds unlikely, wait
till you hear about his char-
acter: a U.S. president who
actually left office before he
was 80.

At this point, Tom Cruiseis
probably the last man stand-
ing when it comes to avoid-
ing the small screen. Seth
Rogen, in contrast, seems to
be spending more time on
Apple+ these days than in
movie theaters. Ironically,
his next Apple series sees him
play a Hollywood head hon-
cho (“The Studio,” out at the
end of March). As for women
stars, I'm just waiting to have
it confirmed that one of Ni-
cole Kidman, Reese Wither-

worthy of an international spoonor Kathryn Hahn must
platform, then Hod Hasha- beinevery high-profile show
ron, we have a problem. being made on television.

In an age when even the

pairing of George Clooney
No more " and Brad Pitt can’t help an
superheroes™ Apple TV movie leave any

[ wrote recently about how
Roman numerals saved the
day for Hollywood last year,
with 17 of the top 20 mov-
iles being either sequels or
prequels. That’s unlikely to
change in 2025, with the likes

kind of mark on pop culture,
we may have to accept that
the bona fide movie star has
finally gone the way of the di-
nosaur — and even “Jurassic
Park” may not be enough to
bring them back.

780,000-year-old proof of plant processing found in north

Tools used by hominins show earliest known evidence of plant processing, chipping away at theory that our ancestors relied mainly on meat

Ariel David

Microscopic starch gran-
ules embedded in prehis-
toric tools at least 780,000
years ago carry evidence
of the earliest known pro-
cessing of plants, showing
that our hominin ancestors
were not as meat-centric as
we thought, researchers say.

Hominins living at Gesh-
er Benot Ya'akov, a marshy
site in today’s northern Is-
rael, knew how to exploit the
plants growing in the region,
collecting and processing
wild grains, nuts, legumes
and tubers, an international
team of archaeologists has
concluded.

We knew that prehistoric
hominins ate some plants.
But the new evidence shows
that our distant hunter-
gatherer ancestors didn't
just grab a handful of ber-
ries and pop them in their
mouths while they trailed
deer or elephants, say the
researchers involved in the
study published January 6 in
the journal PNAS.

These as-yet-unnamed
hominins had cognitive
capabilities comparable to
those of modern humans,
allowing them to execute
complex multi-stage tasks,
say the researchers, led by
Hadar Ahituv, a researcher
at Bar-Ilan University and
Haifa University.

Located on the eastern

bank of the Jordan River
today and back then on the
shore of the once large Hula
paleo-lake, Gesher Benot
Ya'akov (Daughters of Jacob
Bridge) offers waterlogged,
oxygen-free layers of sedi-
ment that magnificently
preserved the tools and food
refuse of the hominins who
lived there for almost a mil-
lion years.

Previous research al-
ready showed that the locals
had a very varied diet, which
included elephants, deer and
other land animals, but also
a lot of fish and plants. The
site has also returned the
earliest firm evidence that
hominins there could con-
trol combustion to cook food.

For the new study, the
team that excavated Gesher
focused on the basalt ham-
mer-and-anvil tools that
were found at the site. Most
of these stones exhibited
pits that were likely creat-
ed by repeated percussive
action. But what were they
hitting?

Microscopy analysis
showed that deeply embed-
ded in these stones, particu-
larly in the pits, there were
minute starch granules, Ahi-
tuv and colleagues report.
The researchers also tested
the surrounding sediments,
finding very little evidence
of starches, to confirm their
findings were not the result
of outside contamination of

Gesher Benot Yaakov

the tools.

In just four percussors
and four anvils, the re-
searchers found more than
650 starch grains. Many
were unidentifiable because
they were pretty smashed,
as one would expect from
repeated percussive or grid-
ing action. But about S00 of
the granules could be as-
signed to different plant
species. There were acorns;
wild grasses, such as wheat,
barley and rye; oats; aquatic
plants including waterlily
root and water chestnut;
pulses from the family that

includes fava beans, lentils
and peas.

Remains of additional
plants - including almonds,
pistachio and prickly water-
lily - were found in the liv-
ing areas but not in the mi-
croscopy analysis, probably
because they contain little
or no starches.

Some of these plants
would have been available
only in specific seasons,
showing the local hominins
possibly had some under-
standing of seasonality,
and environments: the wa-
terlilies could be gathered

e
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in the adjacent lake waters
but the grasses and acorns
would require trips to the
surrounding highlands.

Og, eat your veggies

Since no human remains
have been found at Gesher,
we don’t have a name for the
hominins who lived there.
The best bet 1s Homo erec-
tus, or one of its local varia-
tions. Erectus was the first
hominin to master fire and
leave Africa, just under two
million years ago, to spread
across Eurasia*

Whoever lived at Gesher,
we already knew that their
diet included plants, along-
side meat and fish, but the
new study opens a window
into the level of complexity
that these hominins could
deal with to process their
food, says Naama Goren-In-
bar, emerita professor at the
Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem and the archaeologist
who headed the dig at the site.

Previous evidence of plant
consumption has come from
the teeth of Neanderthals in
Europe and Iraq, who lived
hundreds of thousands of
years after the Gesher homi-
nins. Starches have alsobeen
found in the teeth of hominins
who lived in Qesem cave, in
central Israel, some 400,000
years ago.

But it’s one thing to find
starches in teeth, and an-
other to be able to associate
a food group to specific tools
and show evidence of the
processing techniques that
were used, says Prof. Nira
Alperson-Afil, an archaeolo-
gist from Bar-Ilan who also
took part in the study.

Beyond the direct use of
tools to grind grains or crack
nuts open, the starches found
at Gesher indirectly point to
other cognitive and techno-
logical skills that would have
beenrequired so that certain
species could be brought
from plant to plate, she says.

For example, acorns need

to be soaked in water or
roasted to reduce their tan-
nin content. The prickly wa-
terlily requires diving skills
to be collected. Gathering
it, as well as the acorns and
wild grasses, only makes
sense 1f one has a container,
which suggests the locals
may have known how to
weave baskets, Goren-In-

Warmer

Wednesday will be warm for
the season. Thursday and

Friday will be hazy, with rain

bar says. Most likely, these
people would have had a
language, because it seems
impossible to learn and co-
ordinate all these multi-step
processes by only using ges-
tures, she adds.

The more we study the
Gesher hominids, the more
we realize their cognitive
abilities are close to those of
modern Homo sapiens, which
didn’t appear until around
300,000 years ago, Goren-
Inbar contends.
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