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PAYING THEIR LAST RESPECITS

Family and friends attend the funeral of Rachel Cohen and Aliza Reyes at the Kedumim cemetery yesterday. The two friends
were killed by Palestinian terrorists on a road in the northern West Bank on Monday, along with Israel Police 5t.-5gt.-Maj.
Elad Yaakov Winkelstein. (Text: jerusalem Post 5taff: Photo: Chaim Goldberg/Flash90)

TM REALLY HOPEFUL:

Trump envoy Witkoft expects
hostages update before inauguration

* By Reuters, AMICHAI STEIN,
and Jerusalem Post Staff

US President-elect Donald
Trump’s Middle East envoy,
Steve Witkoff, said on Tuesday
that he hopes to have good
news to report about the hos-
tages by the time Trump is
sworn in as president on Janu-
ary 20.

Witkoff, at a press confer-
ence held by Trump in Palm
Beach, Florida, said, “I'm really
hopetul that by the inaugural
we'll have some good things
to announce on behalf of the
president.”

He also announced that he
would leave for Doha to join
the talks on the (Gaza hostage
deal. A working Israeli delega-
tion departed for Qatar on Fri-
day.

“If the hostages are not back
by the time I'm in office, all hell
will break out in the Middle
East, and it will not be good for
Hamas, and it will not be good,
frankly, for anyone,” Trump
said on Tuesday.

Later asked about this warn-
ing on the Hugh Hewitt Podcast,
Trump said, “That is exactly
what [ meant. If the hostages
are not released by the time I
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PROTESTERS IN Tel Aviv last night call for the return of the 100
hostages held by Hamas in Gaza, as families hope that the
inauguration of U5 President-elect Donald Trump will move
talks E|Dﬁg. {(Avshalom 5assoni/Maariv)

take office, there will be hell
- no ‘don't,’ there will be hell.
They need to be released now.”

He continued, “I am Israel’s
best friend. I moved the embas-
sy to Jerusalem - everything
was good, including the Abra-
ham Accords, and every major
positive event in Israel recently
was because of me. I must also
note that I support peace - now
is the time.”

Trump’s “don’t” comment
appeared to be a jab at US Pres-
ident Joe Biden, who warned
other countries in the region
who were thinking of attacking
Israel shortly after October 7.

“To anyone thinking of tak-
ing advantage of the situation, |
have one word: ‘Don’t,”” Biden
said from Israel on October 10,
2023.

Trump appointed Witkoff,
a close friend and confidant,
as his administration’s Middle
East envoy with the goal of
securing a peace deal between
Israel and Saudi Arabia.

He reportedly also wants the
deal to make progress toward
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, according to sources
familiar with his views.

Walla contributed to this report.

Hostage families petition
court to step in on deal

= By EVE YOUNG

Family members of hostages and former hostages peti-
tioned the High Court on Tuesday to intervene in a

hostage deal.

The petition, published by Channel 13, asks for an urgent
interlocutory injunction that would force the government
to decide on the conditions for a hostage deal.

“This petition is a desperate cry of the hostages to
this distinguished court, in a request to help realize the

See DEAL, Page 7
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US, Israeli generals

strategize next move
against Houthis

Three soldiers killed * Kfir exits N.
Gaza * Questions on Hamas comeback

* By YONAH JEREMY BOB,
DARCIE GRUNBLATT
and Jerusalem Post Staff

US Central Command
(CENTCOM) Deputy Com-
mander Vice Adm. Brad Coo-
per and Deputy IDF Chief of
Staff Maj.-Gen. Amir Baram
met in Israel on Tuesday to dis-
cuss future moves against the
Houthi proxy group in Yemen.

According to a joint state-
ment, they visited several air
force bases, including Neva-
tim in the South - where a
joint drill of Israeli F-35s and
American F-15s took place in
2023 - and discussed coun-
tering terrorist threats in the
region.

As recently as Sunday, the
Houthis had fired a ballistic
missile at Israel and have, in
general, increased the fre-
quency of such attacks for
several weeks, without any
significant breaks.

Many of these attacks have
forced millions of Israelis in
the Tel Aviv and central Isra-
el regions to run into bomb
shelters and safe rooms in the
middle of the night. The last
time a Houthi missile killed
someone was in July.

And vet, a school in the Tel
Aviv area suffered 11 million
shekels in damages, while
other sites suffered similar
hits by pieces of falling shrap-
nel after air defense systems

shot down the missiles.

The Houthi attacks have
continued, even after Israel
launched four separate large-
scale strikes on areas under
Houthi control in Yemen,
including on all of their main
maritime ports multiple
times and their international
airport on December 25.

A December 31 CENTCOM

strike on a key Houthi instal-
lation followed, but it also did
not stop the Houthis, who to
date have shot over 200 ballis-
tic missiles, along with nearly
200 drones.

Israeli leaders have said
they will target the Houthi's

See HOUTHIS, Page 7
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Biden admin: No need for IDF
to stay if Lebanese Army deploys

* By AMICHAI STEIN

The US believes if the
deployment of the Lebanese
Army to southern Lebanon
continues as is, there will
be no reason for the IDF to
remain there or extend the
60-day stage of the ceasefire,
a source told The Jerusalem
Post on Tuesday.

US special envoy Amos
Hochstein concluded a two-
day visit to Lebanon on Tues-
day. He met with senior Leb-
anese officials, including Par-
liament Speaker Nabih Berri.
Berri is the person who has

been conducting the ceasefire
talks as a representative for
Hezbollah.

Sources with knowledge of
the matter told the Post that
the Biden administration
believes the Lebanese Army
has accelerated its deploy-
ment in southern Lebanon,
specifically in areas south of
the Litani River.

“The IDF implemented a
withdrawal from the west-
ern sector yesterday, due to
the Lebanese Army deploy-
ment in the area,” explained
the source, adding, “The US
administration and other

regional players are now on
getting the conditions right
for the next withdrawal
phase.”

The ceasefire, which was
signed on November 27, stat-
ed that during the first phase
of 60 days, the Lebanese
Army would deploy in the
area south of the Litani River,
which should lead to a full
Israeli withdrawal from the
area by the two-month mark.

This view stands in stark
contrast to what Israeli offi-
cials have said in recent days.

See BIDEN, Page 7

Court to hear petition today
demanding haredi draft orders

* By ELIAV BREUER

The High Court of Justice
will hear on Wednesday
morning a petition by sev-
eral NGOs demanding that
the IDF immediately send
out draft orders to the over
60,000 haredi (ultra-Ortho-
dox) men eligible for service.

The petitioners - the Mowve-
ment for Quality Government
in Israel and Israel’s Defensive
Shield Forum - have argued
that the IDF failed to fulfill its
legal duty to send out these
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draft orders after the legality
of their exemption ended in
June.

In a meeting in the Knes-
set State Control Committee
on Tuesday, head of the IDF
Personnel Planning Branch
Brig.-Gen. Shay Taib said the
military dispatched 10,000
draft orders so far for the
2024 draft year, which Taib
explained began on July 1
and will end on June 30.

Taib said he sent out the
number of orders based on
directives by former defense
minister Yoav Gallant.

Several MKs and other
participants in the meeting
argued that the IDF did not
have the authority to refrain
from sending out draft orders

to all eligible haredi soldiers
- and that it was not depen-
dent on the defense minister
to do so.

Taib said the IDF can
draft 4 800 haredim out of
the 2024 18-year-old haredi
cohort; approximately 5,700
of the 2025 cohort; and the
entire cohort (over 13,000)
from 2026 onwards.

These, however, are the
numbers of actual inductees
into the [DF, not the number
of orders sent out. Speakers
at the committee meeting
pointed out there was no rea-
son not to send out initial
draft orders to all those who
are eligible, since in any case,

See TODAY, Page 7

RAPE CRISIS CENTERS:

‘Police gave Eval Golan special treatment’

* By EVE YOUNG

The Association of Rape Cri-
sis Centers in Israel (ARCCI)
submitted to State Comptrol-
ler Matanyahu Englman a list
of police actions in the inves-
tigation of singer Eyal Golan
that it said could amount to
obstruction of justice.

The points included in the
list raise suspicions regarding
the handling of the investiga-
tion of the case of organized
sexual exploitation of minors
carried out by Golan’s father
and other associates.

Police actions harmed the
victims and the possibility of
investigating and bringing
those involved to justice, the
ARCCI said.

Golan was given preferen-
tial treatment at the police

TAISIA ZAMOLOWSKI, one of the complainants in the 2013 sex
scandal allegedly involving Eyal Golan, testifies yesterday at
the Knesset Committee for the Advancement of the Status of
Women in Jerusalem. (Shmulik Grossman/Knesset Spokesperson)

station, including from police
investigators, the ARCCI
added.

It said Golan’s investigators
helped him locate the cam-
era recording the investiga-

tion and blocked it with their
bodies.

Investigators also hinted to
(Golan to use the bathroom
at a certain time, the ARCCI
said, adding that it believed
that this was to give Golan a
chance to give them informa-
tion off the record while in
the bathroom.

The ARCCI also said there is
documentation of a conversa-
tion Golan had with his law-
yer on speakerphone in which
she reassured him that the
head of the investigation team
would “take care” of him.

Golan was given favorable
treatment during the investi-
gation, including sandwiches
and popcorn, the association
said.

See POLICE, Page 7
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Eulogizing the three fallen soldiers

Eitan ‘was educated on dedication, love for people, land - so he lived and fell” * Dvir’s family:
‘We prayed and hoped we wouldn’t eulogize you; We were waiting for you to finish your role’

FACES OF THE WAR

= By DARCIE GRUNBLATT,
JOANIE MARGULIES

Late Monday night and through-
out Tuesday, the IDF announced

that three soldiers were killed: Capt.
Eitan Israel Shiknazi, Maj. Dvir Zion

Revah, and 5t.-5gt. Ido Samiach.

Three more people were Killed
on Monday in a terrorist shooting
attack in the northern West Bank:
Rachel Cohen, 73, Aliza Reiss, 70,
and Israel Police 5t.-5gt.-Maj. Elad
Yaakov Winkelstein, 35.

Shiknazi and Revah were buried
vesterday, the former in the Hatzor
Haglilit Military Cemetery and the
latter at the Mount Herzl Military
Cemetery in Jerusalem.

Both were killed in combat in
northern Gaza. Samiach’s funeral is
set for today.

IDO SAMIACH

Samiach, 20, from Ganei Tikva,
served in the Reconnaissance Bat-
talion of the Nahal Brigade and was
also killed in northern Gaza in a
separate incident.

“ldo, the beloved son of Ofra and
Uri, the devoted brother to [tai, Adi,
and Omer, was the pride of his fam-
ily and our community,” the Ganei
Tikva municipality said in a state-
ment on Facebook.

“He fought bravely for the secu-
rity of the State of Israel, and in his
death, he left a void in the hearts of
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MOURNERS CARRY the casket of IDF Capt. Eitan Israel Shiknazi, who was
killed in northern Gaza, during his funeral in Hatzor HaGlilit yesterday.

{Shir Torem/Reuters)

all who knew him.”

His funeral will take place on
Wednesday at noon at the Savyon
Cemetery, according to the Sayeret
Nahal Association. Ahead of the
funeral, a flag march will take place,
accompanying the family “on their
final journey,” the municipality
stated, adding that “A great mourn-
ing has fallen over Ganei Tikva.”

EITAN ISRAEL SHIKNAZI
On Monday, Capt. Shiknazi and
Maj. Revah were kKilled by an anti-

tank missile strike. Two soldiers
from the same battalion were seri-
ously wounded during the same
incident.

Shiknazi's funeral was held on
Tuesday at 1 p.m. at the Hatzor
Haglilit cemetery.

The Hatzor Haglilit Local Council
paid tribute to him: “Eitan grew up
and was educated in Hatzor, and his
family still lives in Hatzor. May we
never know any more sorrow!”

The Binyamin Regional Council
also paid tribute, saying Shiknazi
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FAMILY AND friends of IDF Maj. Dvir Zion Revah attend his funeral at the
Mount Herzl Military Cemetery in Jerusalem yesterday.

(Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

was “a graduate of the ‘Bnei David’
preparatory school in the settle-
ment and is the 10th person to fall
in the war from the settlement of
Eli in Binyamin. Professional teams
from the Binyamin Council and Eli
are accompanying the family at this
time.”

Regional Council Head Benja-
min Gantz eulogized, “Eitan, dep-
uty company commander from the
Egoz Unit, fought bravely and led
his soldiers in the Nahal Brigade on
the path to destroyving the enemy

until he fell in battle.

“He grew up and was educated
on dedication and love for the peo-
ple and the land, and so he lived
and fell. In this difficult hour, we
embrace his dear wife, Hallel, his
parents, and his entire family.

“The entire people of Israel are
with you. Benjamin sends strength
to the Eli community that is stand-
ing on the front lines of the war.”

DVIR Z1ION REVAH
Revah's funeral was held at 12:30

p.m. on Tuesday at Mount Herzl
Military Cemetery in Jerusalem.

“Giivat Shmuel shares in the
grief of educator Or Revach from
the Amit Ulpana in the city upon
receiving the devastating news of
the death of her husband,” Givat
Shmuel’s Mayor Yossi Brodni wrote
in a Facebook post.

“Dear Or, we all embrace you
during this difficult time. May his
memory be a blessing,” he conclud-
ed.

Mor, his younger sister, eulogized
Revah on behalf of herself and their
brothers. “We prayed and hoped
s0 much that we wouldn't have to
stand here and eulogize you. That
knock on the door would never
come.

“Just three months ago, we stood
here and eulogized Netanel (our
cousin). It seems that God wanted
both of you up there,” Ynet quoted
her saying.

“You were the best brother in
the world. You always made sure
everything was done perfectly. You
always gave your all to everyone.
You always aspired to reach the
highest places,” she continued.

“You were the most humble
person. You didn’t speak much -
everything was done quietly and
with humility. We were just wait-
ing for the moment you'd fin-
ish your role in the army. Send
us strength from above. Rest in
peace,” she concluded.

01 10,000 called to enlist,

Ammnesty Int’l suspends its Israel branch

only 338 haredim join IDF

= By YONAH JEREMY BOB

Some 338 eligible hare-
di (ultra-Orthodox) men
joined the IDF's new special
tracks tailored to their reli-
gious and cultural needs -
out of the 10,000 who were
sent summons since July, the
IDF announced on Tuesday.

While each new draftee
counts, the compliance rate
for haredi summons - less
than 3% - out of the most
recent batch of draft orders
numbering 7,000, is even
lower than the original com-
pliance rate, which was clos-
er to 10% for 3,000 summons
sent out over the summer.

The military’s goal has
been to increase the number
of haredi draftees by around
3,000 this year, to bring
the total number to around
4,800 per year.

Even this goal would have
left an estimated between
60,000-80,000 eligible men
undrafted from this year and
recent years, but would have
constituted a major jump in
recruitment.

According to the IDF, the
latest announcement came

as the process to send out the
10,000 surnmons concluded.
They have been sent out on
a rolling basis, first in the
sSummer and then in the Fall.

The IDF has given sever-
al reasons for the new pro-
grams’ massive failures to
date, but the largest ones are
that the haredi communi-
ty is pressuring the eligible
young men not to join, as
the government debates a
new law that would either
anchor status quo exemp-
tion, or delay any real sanc-
tions against the communi-
ty from Kkicking in for seven
years.

Although the High Court of
Justice in April nixed aspects
of haredi yeshiva funds, due
to non-compliance with the
draft, and there is a threat
to cancel subsidies for child-
care from non-compliant
families in late February, the
government has advanced
with funneling huge sums of
money to the haredi commu-
nities in other ways, which
may be indirectly used to fill
any shortfalls caused by the
High Court decisions.

The IDF has made it clear

that it is not going to, on
a large scale, arrest hared-
im refusing their draft, and
that enforcement has been
very limited. The IDF regards
enforcement as a broader
social issue that the govern-
ment must handle.

Of the 338 new haredi
draftees, 211 are in combat
units, while 127 are in units
to support combat units.
These recruits are part of
the new Hasmonean Bri-
gade, the new upkeep units
in the North, and a second
round of haredi border
guard units.

More specifically, 70 draft-
ees joined the Netzah Yehu-
da battalion of the Kfir Bri-
gade, 19 joined the Tomer
company in the Givati Bri-
gade, 19 joined the Hetz
company of the Paratroop-
ers Brigade, and 11 joined
the Negev company in the
air force, along with other
units.

The IDF has said that it
expects other haredim to
join over the course of Jan-
uary, but it is unclear how
significant these numbers
will be.
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EXCLUSIVE
* By MICHAEL STARR

Amnesty’s International
Board has suspended Amnes-
ty International (AI) Israel’s
membership with the non-
governmental organization’s
network for two years, accord-
ing to leaked internal memo-
randums issued on Monday.

The decision was allegedly
taken after the Israeli branch
criticized the international
body’s recent reports on it,
including that it systemati-
cally excluded Palestinians.

Insiders said, however, that
evidence of racism on Israel’s
part may have been orches-
trated by Al leadership, and
the international body has its
obsessions and bias against
Israel.

“We take this action in
response to evidence of
endemic anti-Palestinian rac-
ism within Al Israel, which
violates core human rights
principles and Amnesty val-
ues, and evidence of Al Israel’s
misalignment with and hos-
tility to Amnesty positions,”
read a Monday email from
the Amnesty International
Board’s interim chair Tiuma-
lu Lauvale Peter Fa’afiu.

Fa'afiu asserted that Amnes-
ty Israel had taken action
against Amnesty Internation-
al’s research publicizing dif-
fering opinions against the
2022 report, “Israel’s Apart-
heid Against Palestinians:
Cruel System of Domination
and Crime Against Humani-
ty” and the 2023 report, “You
Feel Like You Are Subhuman:”
Israel’s Genocide Against Pal-
estinians in Gaza.”

“Al Israel has sought to
publicly discredit Amnesty’s
human rights research and
positions,” said Fa'afiu.

“Its efforts to publicly
undermine the findings and
recommendations of Amnes-
ty’'s 2022 report on Israel’s
apartheid against Pales-
tinians and, more recently,
Amnesty’s 2024 report on
Israel’s genocide against Pal-
estinians in Gaza, have been
deeply prejudicial to Amnes-
ty's human rights mission,
threatening our credibility,
integrity and operational
coherence.”

AMNESTY ISRAEL in Decem-
ber had rejected Al's findings
accusing the State of Israel of
committing genocide during
the war against Hamas in
(;aza, arguing that the alle-
gation of genocide had not
been “sufficiently substanti-
ated.”

The local branch did say
it believed that there were
possible widespread interna-

tional law violations, crimes
against humanity, and ethnic
cleansing.

[t added that a minority of
its team agreed that there was
enough information to estab-
lish that Israel had committed
genocide in Gaza.

Fa'afiu cited an article by for-
mer Amnesty Israel members
Amal Ourabi and Muhammad
Abdel Kader, who wrote in a
December 16 Mekomit opin-
ion piece that there was an
internal crisis in the branch
due to the report.

OTHER ISRAELI members
reportedly expressed harsh
criticism for investigations
of racism in the local branch
while turning a blind eye
to antisemitism within the
movement.

The whistle-blowers related
that Israeli branch members
also alleged that Al leadership
was politicizing human rights
discourse and promoting
anti-Israel policies.

Amnesty Israel reportedly
threatened to close their own
branch if the global move-
ment didn't take steps to
improve.

Ourabi and Kader said that
they left because Amnes-
ty Israel supposedly ignored
Israeli human rights viola-
tions, and was focused on the
impact of the October 7 mas-
sacre when a year later the war
barely impacted Israelis as Pal-
estinians continued to suffer.

Former Amnesty Israel direc-
tor Yonatan Gher supported
the article in a December 17
social media post, asserting
that the Israeli branch served
as “the guardian of the Israe-
li government against the
human rights movement.”

Amnesty Israel criticized
the 2022 report for painting
the country in broad strokes,
ignoring the differences
between different groups and
exaggerating some of the
framings, The Times of Israel
reported.

Anonymous sources within
Amnesty International dis-
agreed with claims that the
Israel branch’s characteriza-
tion was “hostile” to criticism
of the country, contending
that the local group had been
critical both of the Israeli gov-
ernment as well as Palestin-
ian bodies, addressing human
rights issues regardless of
where they arose.

One source shared with The
Jerusalem Post that Al didn't
allow local branches to review
the 2023 genocide allegation
report, limiting access to the
executive summary. This was
reportedly a unique practice.

Al also said that it was sus-
pending the Israeli branch

because of “endemic anti-Pal-
estinian racism.”

“Al Israel has failed to
respond effectively to findings
of endemic anti-Palestinian
racism - a situation which
led to complaints from Pales-
tinian board members to the
international board in 2022,

and successive resignations in
2022, 2023, and 2024,” said

Fa'afiu.

The international board
shared a notice from then-Am-
nesty Israel chair Daniil

Brodsky announcing his res-
ignation on November 29, as
well as the resignation of his
vice chair and another board
member ahead of the geno-
cide allegation report.

“During the last members’
assembly, it quickly became
apparent that Palestinian voic-
es were not just something low
on the agenda, but that they
were actively silenced,” said
Brodsky.

“One of the Palestinian
board members was humili-
ated in a racist and disgusting
way at the assembly. We could
not respect the decisions made
by the assembly, and certainly
not represent them.

“We could not condone a
space hostile to Palestinians,
and a human rights space for
[sraeli Jews only is one that I
can scarcely justify.”

Brodsky claimed in the let-
ter and a December 10 The
Forward article that he had
attempted to introduce more
Palestinian representation in
managerial roles, but to no
avail.

According to him, not only
did Amnesty Israel not have
the legal experts to criticize
the genocide report, but it
didn’t have Palestinian input
in its analysis. This was part of
an alleged systemic problem
in the group in which Pales-
tinians were ignored.

“Amnesty Israel finds itself
in the awkward position
of being neither a source of
legal expertise nor providing
a diverse human rights per-
spective of Israelis and Pales-
tinians,” wrote Brodsky.

“It is just another place for
[sraeli Jews to express them-
selves.”

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
insiders told the Post that they

didn’t believe reports about
anti-Palestinian racism in the
[srael branch, noting its com-
mitment to Palestinian human
rights issues.

The sources were also suspi-
cious about the proliferation
of the allegation and material
like Brodsky's article, with one
source going so far as to assert
that the Al leadership had laid
the groundwork for the racism

allegation to justify the suspen-
sion.

The anonymous sources
also expressed concern about
Amnesty’s own “obsession”
with Israel, devoting significant
portions of the organization’s
international, regional, and
local resources to the Levantine
conflict.

One source said that activ-
Ists were using their positions
to pursue personal campaigns
against Israel, noting that one
researcher in the 2022 apart-
heid report later transitioned to
working in a BDS group.

Amnesty International Secre-
tary General Agnes Callamard
said in a leaked Monday email
that the organization would
discuss the suspension at a
January 21 “cluster call,” and
Fa'afiu said that a review com-
mittee would be mandated to
“determine whether Amnesty
International Israel has a future
within the Amnesty move-
ment” and what the process
would be to address concerns
with the branch.

One Al insider said that the
Israeli branch hadn’t been noti-
fied and consulted ahead of the
suspension decision in a man-
ner that allowed for meaning-
ful appeal.

The source said that the sus-
pension also came the same
month that Amnesty Interna-
tional was supposed to issue
its October 7 massacre report,
bringing its development into
question.

The document will reportedly
not apply a genocide standard
and focus on other crimes. The
suspension of a local affiliate is
reportedly of little direct impact
on the operation of the Israeli
branch, the source shared, as it
largely acts autonomously - the
matter was mostly about the Al
brand.

“This action is taken under
the authority of Article 34 of
the Statute of Amnesty Interna-
tional (POL 20/8464/2024) and
Is necessary to protect the rep-
utation, integrity, and opera-
tional coherence of the Amnes-
tv movement at large,” Fa'afiu
said in the Monday email.

One whistle-blower criticized
the current financial troubles
of Amnesty Israel, saying that
there was no transparency
about how the movement’s
reports and actions impacted
membership.

The source pointed to man-
agement issues as being the
main issue that led to finance
crises, with interim leadership
in key positions.

It was a point of criticism
from the source that key roles
were not yet finalized, but the
organization had prioritized
the suspension of one of its
affiliates.
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ISRAEL AT WAR

Reservists on IDF duty at

record levels, jo

« By EVE YOUNG

Employment among Arab
and haredi (ultra-Orthodox)
men increased significantly
during 2023, but this progress
halted, and the trend reversed -
for Arab men in the second half
of 2023, and for haredi men fol-
lowing the outbreak of the Isra-
el-Hamas War - according to a
report by the Taub Center for
Social Policy Studies in Israel.

In the second quarter of
2024, the employment rates of
Arab and haredi men were 74%
and 54%, respectively, com-
pared to 87% of non-haredi
Jewish men.

The percentage of Arab
women working reached its
highest-ever level of 46%, the
Sunday report said, noting that
this is the third year running in
which the rate of Arab women
working has peaked.

Owerall, during the war, the
rate of women working was
almost unaffected while the
rate of Arab and haredi men
working dropped, the report
said.

“While the findings are
promising from a sectoral per-
spective, the decline inemploy-
ment among Arabs and hared-
im is concerning given the
well-known challenges these
populations face in the labor
market,” the report noted.

“Added to this is the inten-
sification of inter-sectoral ten-
sions during the war, particu-
larly regarding the issue of Arab
citizens of Israel and the ques-
tion of equality in bearing the
burden |of IDF service|.”

The report also looked at
the impact of reserve duty on
workplace attendance, not-
ing that December 2023 was
the period when reserve duty
caused the most absences,
with some 3.4% of employees
drafted. This means that nearly
150,000 workers were drafted
at this time.
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TWO RESERVISTS check their weapons, after being called up, in the North in September. (IDF)

Looking at the sectors most
heavily impacted, the study
found that in the infrastruc-
ture sector, nearly one in six
employees was out for reserve
duty, while in management,
support, and the hi-tech sec-
tors, nearly one in 10 employ-
ees missed work for reserve
duty.

The report also noted that an
unprecedented 60,000 women
were drafted to reserve duty
during the Israel-Hamas War
and that women made up 20%
of reservists.

“It is important to note that
these workers - many of whom
are called for additional rounds
of service - lose opportunities
for professional advancement
and development, which can
harm their careers and earn-
ing potential,” said Prof. Gil
Epstein, one of the researchers
who compiled the report.

“Beyond this, absences from
work on the scale we have seen
have severe effects on the labor
market as a whole. Consider-
ing all this, policymakers must
act immediately to minimize
the damage to the labor market

by increasing long-term invest-
ments in this area.”

Between the first half of 2023
and the first half of 2024, the
number of jobs in the Israe-
li market grew by just 33,000,
compared to 165,000 jobs in
the same time frame in the two
previous years.

The growth of the number of
jobs varied by sector, the report
added, explaining that in some
fields, the number of jobs has
grown while in others, it has
dropped.

The sectors that grew includ-
ed health, welfare, and care-
taking, which grew by 34,000
employees, and education,
which grew by 22,000.

The sectors that shrank the
most included food and ser-
vice, which shrank by 19,000
employees, and information
and communications (exclud-
ing hi-tech), which shrank by
15,000.

The number of employees in
the hi-tech sector grew by less
than 2,000 compared to 14,000
in the same period in the two
years prior.

The number of those not par-

ticipating in the labor market
because they gave up on find-
ing jobs, were fired, or their
workplace closed has grown in
comparison to recent years.

The report also looked at
wages, finding that between
January and May of 2024,
wages for employees were 3%
higher than in the previous
year and 12% higher than in
2019. This comes after there
was a near-zero change in 2021-
2022 and 2022-2023.

Looking at sectors separate-
ly, there were significant wage
decreases for employees in the
education and health fields,
the report found, adding that
there were also wage drops for
employees in local and public
administration and security,
among others.

The highest average wages
for employees were in hi-tech
services, hi-tech industry, and
finance, the report added. The
lowest average employee wages
were in food and services, other
services, and entertainment.

Wage inequality remained
similar to levels from previous
Vears.

Brazil not seeking soldier
for alleged war crimes

Pro-Palestinian group now asking Argentina to act

* By MICHAEL STARR

An IDF reservist targeted by
anti-Israel groups is not being
sought by police for question-
ing, the Diaspora Ministry and
media said on Tuesday, but
legal activist group Hind Rajab
Foundation (HRF) has filed
new cases against him and
another soldier in Argentina.

Metropoles reported on Mon-
day that the Brazilian Feder-
al Police filed a request to the
Federal Court to reconsider a
Sunday arrest warrant for a vis-
iting IDF reservist for alleged
war crimes.

The police chose to open a
crime report instead of a for-
mal investigation while await-
ing the judicial process. They
argued that the case required
more detailed analysis before
a formal investigation, and
the issue generated internal
debate about the legitimacy of
an investigation and the rel-
evance of Brazilian criminal
law.

The reservist had been vis-
iting Brazil when the HRF
revealed information and legal
filings, resulting in his flight
to Argentina at the behest of
Israel.

The HRF filed a new case
against the reservist in Argenti-
na on Tuesday, sharing a video
of a civilian infrastructure
demolition in Gaza that the
activist group claimed served
no military purpose.

“This move reinforces our
commitment to ending impu-
nity and holding perpetrators
accountable,” the HRF said
on social media. “Justice will
prevail, no matter where they
hide.”

Another case was filed by the
HRF on Thursday against an
officer who is visiting Argen-
tina, saying he used human
shields, engaged in forced
displacement, and other war
crimes.

TROOPS OPERATE in Beit Lahiya in the northern Gaza Strip, in

Movember. (Oren Cohen/Flash90)

The Diaspora Ministry said
the Brazilian police’s decision
not to investigate the reservist
was in part informed by pub-
lic pressure and exposure of
the HRF founder’s support for
terrorism.

“We will continue to expose
the ugly face of terrorist sup-
porters and act against anyone
who tries to harm IDF sol-
diers and the State of Israel.
The truth is with us - and it
will prevail,” Diaspora Affairs
and Combating Antisemitism
Minister Amichai Chikli said
on Tuesday.

Chikli also credited the son
of former president Jair Bol-
sonaro, Congressman Eduar-
do Bolsonaro, who on social
media highlighted Chikli's
warnings that HRF founder
Diab Abou Jahja said he had
joined Hezbollah, underwent
military training, and had sup-
ported various acts of terror-
ism and terrorist organizations
during his career.

Abou Jahja and Chik-
li exchanged barbs on social
media, with the HRF founder
dismissing allegations that he
was part of Hezbollah but part
of a smaller group.

“l am honored by your accu-
sation of me being Hezbollah.

I respect them for fighting
against your invasion hordes
in Lebanon, but I am simply
not of that ideology,” said
Abou Jahja.

“Accusing me of being part
of their resistance is an honor
I do not claim. I was part of
a much smaller leftist group
in Lebanon when [ was 16,
and yes, I am proud of that.
As everyone defending their
homeland should be.”

Abou Jahja reiterated claims
that a photograph of him
armed was taken when he
was defending his home from
Salafists and was taken by
his wife because she found it
attractive.

The activist threatened legal
action against Chikli for com-
ments about his record, as well
as supposed threats by Chikli,
who mocked him about watch
ing his pager - referencing the
operation in which Hezbollah
pagers were detonated by the
Mossad.

“The Israeli government
minister Amichai Chikli open-
lv threatened me. This is a
blatant act of terrorism and
incitement,” Abou Jahja wrote
on X/Twitter on Monday. “I
will be filing a lawsuit against
him.”

Defense Min. secures deals
with Elbit Systems to boost
military self-sufficiency

* Jerusalem Post Staff

The Defense Ministry
signed two major agreements
with Elbit Systems on Tues-
day, totaling approximately
NIS 1 billion, as part of a
strategic effort to strengthen
the IDF’s self-sufficiency and
operational readiness.

The deals, signed by
Defense Ministry Direc-
tor-General Maj.-Gen. (res.)
Eval Zamir and Elbit Systems
CEO Bezhalel Machlis are
expected to bolster the coun-
try’'s domestic defense man-
ufacturing capabilities.

The agreements are part
of an overarching initiative
inspired by lessons learned
from recent military con-
flicts, the ministry said.

[t added that the contracts
were the result of in-depth
planning aimed at securing
long-term supply stability
for critical defense resources.

The first agreement,
overseen by the ministry’s
Department of Production
and Procurement, focuses
on the purchase of thou-
sands of heavy air munitions
to enhance the IDF's strike
capabilities.

This boost In local-
ly sourced munitions is
designed to support sus-
tained military operations in
all theaters of combat.

The second deal, dewvel-
oped in coordination with
the Directorate of Defense
Research & Development
(DDR&D) and the minis-
try’s Planning Department,
involves the construction
of a national raw materials
facility.

The new plant will produce
materials that were previous-
ly imported and is expected
to reduce reliance on foreign
suppliers while strength-
ening the domestic supply
chain.

DIRECTOR-GENERAL Maj.-Gen. (res.) Eyal Zamir (center) and
Elbit Systems CEO Bezhalel Machlis (far right) visit an Elbit
factory yesterday. (Defense Ministry)

Equipped with advanced
technology, the facility will
play a critical role in rein-
forcing the defense industry.

Defense Ministry officials
emphasized that the agree-
ments reflected the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
its “made in Israel” policy,
which prioritizes home-
grown production and part-
nerships with local defense
companies.

The ministry highlight-
ed that the initiative would
not only secure vital defense
assets but also stimulate eco-
nomic growth and provide
employment opportunities
across the country.

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Zamir said the agree-
ments represented a pivotal
step toward securing the mil-
itary’'s autonomy.

“We are laying the foun-
dations for greater manufac-
turing independence in two
vital areas- heavy munitions
production and the estab-
lishment of a raw materials
plant.

“These efforts, which began
before the war and accelerat-
ed during it, will ensure that

the IDF can operate decisive-
ly across all fronts. This is
a key takeaway [rom recent
events and a cornerstone of
our national defense strate-
gy,” he said.

Machlis underscored the
company’s commitment to
supporting the army’s evolv-
ing needs.

“We are honored to be a
partner in strengthening
Israel’s defense resilience
through the ‘blue and white’
|made in Israel] policy.

“Elbit Systems is dedicated
to ensuring the IDF's inde-
pendence in critical muni-
tions and contributing to
economic development and
job creation for thousands of
families,” Machlis said.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by senior officials, includ-
ing Planning Department
head Itamar Graff, Maj.-Gen.
Eyal Harel of the IDF Plan-
ning and Force Build-Up
Directorate, Zeev Landau,
the Defense Ministry’s dep-
uty director-general, Elbit
Systems Land Division gen-
eral manager Udi Vered, and
DDR&D deputy director
Dudi Ovadia.
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UAE in talks with US, Israel about
provisional gov't for postwar Gaza

* By ALEXANDER CORNWELL

DUBAI (Reuters) - The United Arab
Emirates has discussed with Israel
and the United States participating in
a provisional administration of post-
war (Gaza until a reformed Palestinian
Authority (PA) is able to take charge,
according to people familiar with the
talks.

The behind-the-scenes discussions,
reported by Reuters for the first time,
included the possibility of the UAE and
the U5, along with other nations, tem-
porarily overseeing the governance,
security, and reconstruction of Gaza
after the IDF withdraws - until a Pal-
estinian administration is able to take
over, a dozen foreign diplomats and
Western officials said.

The UAE is a close security partner of
the US and, unlike most Arab govern-
ments, has diplomatic ties with Israel.
The diplomats and officials said this
provides the Gulf state with some lever-
age over Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu’s government.

After over a year of war, Israel remains
reluctant to outline its vision for Gaza
and the international community has
struggled to formulate a viable plan,
said the sources, who asked not to be
identified because the conversations
were private.

The diplomats and officials stressed
the ideas that had emerged from the
UAE talks lacked detail and had not
been distilled into a formal, written
plan nor adopted by any government.

In the behind-the-scenes talks, Abu
Dhabi is advocating for a reformed PA
to govern Gaza, the West Bank, and east
Jerusalem under an independent Pales-
tinian state, the sources said - some-
thing that Israel has publicly opposed.

“The UAE will not participate in any
plan that fails to include significant
reform of the PA, its empowerment,
and the establishment of a credible
road map toward a Palestinian state,”
a UAE official said in response to ques-
tions about the discussions.

“These elements - which are current-
ly lacking - are essential for the success

of any post-Gaza plan.”

The PA was established three decades
ago under the 1993-1995 Oslo Accords
and given limited authority over the
West Bank and Gaza. It still exercises
some governance in the West Bank but
was run out of Gaza in 2007 by Hamas
after a brief civil war.

A U5 State Department spokesper-
son said there had been talks with sev-
eral partners, including the UAE, on
options for governance, security, and
reconstruction, and that various draft
proposals, plans, and ideas had been
put forward by partners.

“These have been deliberative discus-
sions that continue, as we seek the best
way forward,” the spokesperson said,
declining to comment further on “pri-
vate diplomatic conversations.”

THE PRIME Minister’s Office declined
to comment for this story. The PA did
not respond to Reuters’ questions.

In addition to reforming the PA, four
of the diplomats and Western officials
said that Emirati officials had suggested
the use of private military contractors
as part of a postwar peacekeeping force
in Gaza.

The other sources confirmed they
were briefed on what they described
as Emirati postwar proposals, which
included the possible use of such forc-
€s.

The diplomats and Western officials
said any deployment of such con-
tractors would spark concerns among
Western nations. Private military con-
tractors, hired by the U5 and other
governments, have faced accusations
of torture, human rights abuses, and
use of excessive force, among other alle-
gations, including in Iraq and Afghan-
istan.

The UAE official did not respond to
questions about the use of military
contractors.

Rebuilding Gaza, including its polit-
ical institutions, is expected to take
years and cost tens of billions of dol-
lars, requiring substantial international
support, following 15 months of Isra-
el’s military campaign.

While the UAE has criticized the con-
duct of Israel’s military and Netanyahu
himself, Israel still wants the oil-rich
nation involved in a postwar (Gaza,
according to two former Israeli officials,
who declined to be identified.

it
FOREIGN MINISTER Gideon S5a’ar (left) shakes hands with UAE Foreign Minister
Abdullah bin Zayad, in his official palace in Abu Dhabi yesterday. (Foreign Ministry)

Like Israel, the Gulf state opposes
Hamas, a US-designated terrorist group
that led the October 7 massacre that
sparked the war.

Abu Dhabi views Hamas and other
[slamist groups as destabilizing forces.

UAE officials have also expressed con-
cern publicly over the war’s impact on
stability in the Middle East and on
efforts towards greater regional integra-
tion and economic development.

Asked whether Hamas was aware of
proposals discussed by the UAE, Basem
Naim, one of the organization’s senior
officials, said that after the war, Gaza
must be “distinctly Palestinian” and
without “foreign interventions.”

Washington is pushing, alongside
mediators Egypt and Qatar, for a cease-
fire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.

Both traded blame in late December
for delays in reaching a ceasefire. Each
side said last month it appeared to be
close.

On Monday, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Washington
wanted to see a ceasefire deal conclud-
ed in the next two weeks.

When asked about the future of Gaza,
Brian Hughes, a spokesman for Donald
Trump’s transition team, said the US
president-elect - who is due to take
office on January 20 - would work in
close coordination with Arab and Israe-
li partners “to ensure that Gaza can one
day prosper.”

The Gulf state has said it would only
send troops to a postwar multinational
mission at the invitation of the PA and
with the involvement of the US.

Netanyvahu, however, has said he is
against the Palestinian Authority in its
current form governing (aza, citing his
long-standing grievances over the PA’s
school syllabus, which he says fuels
hatred of Israel, and its policy of giv-
ing salaries to families of Palestinians
imprisoned in Israel.

The UAE has called for a new prime
minister to lead the PA, which Emirati
officials frequently criticized as corrupt
and inept during the closed-door talks,
the diplomats and officials said, with-
out providing specifics.

Poll: Almost half

of American Jews
don’t trust Trump
on antisemitism

* By HANNAH SARISOHN
Jerusalem Post Correspondent

NEW YORK - Nearly half of
American Jews lack confidence
in US President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s ability to fight
antisemitism, according to
a survey administered to 582
American Jews by the Jewish
People Policy Institute.

Of the 582 respondents, 420
identified with strong liber-
al, liberal-leaning, or centrist
beliefs.

The survey asked respon-
dents to rank their confidence
in Trump’s ability to do the
right thing regarding Iran,
the Palestinian issue, fighting

antisemitism, and US-Israel
relations.
However, the questions

didn’t define “the right thing,”
leaving that open to interpreta-
tion by respondents.

“The further one moves on
the religious spectrum from lib-
eral to conservative, the higher
the confidence respondents
have regarding Trump’s future
activities,” the JPPI found.

Liberal respondents have
little to no confidence across
the board that Trump will “do
the right thing” in any area of
questioning.

“Among liberals, nearly all of
whom voted for Kamala Harris,
the lowest degree of confidence
regarding Trump’s upcoming
term pertained to the fight
against antisemitism, followed
by the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict,” the JPPI wrote in the sur-
vey findings.

Reform and Conservative
Jews are almost equally divided
in their confidence in Trump to

handle the US-Israel relation-
ship and the Palestinian con-
flict, with 49% of Reform and
42% of Conservative respon-
dents having no confidence
in Trump’s ability to fight
antisemitism.

Politically conservative and
Modern- and Ultra-Orthodox
Jews have high confidence that
Trump will “do the right thing”
in all areas concerning Iran,
the Palestinian issue, fighting
antisemitism, and US-Israel
relations.

44% of Modern-Orthodox
and Ultra-Orthodox Jews have
strong confidence in Trump's
handling of antisemitism,
with 61% of ultra-Orthodox
Jews expressing confidence in
Trump’s handling of US-Israel
relations and 67% expressing
confidence in his handling of
[ran.

The JPPI also questioned
respondents’ confidence in
Secretary of State-designate
Marco Rubio’s ability to “do
the right thing” in dealing
with Iran.

A majority of conservatives
and 41% of centrists have con-
fidence in Rubio “doing the
right thing,” with a majority
of strong liberals and a quarter
of liberal-leaning respondents
reporting no confidence in
Rubio at all.

Most survey respondents
agreed with the statement
that it’s “legitimate for Israel
to refuse a ceasefire in Gaza
until all of the hostages are
released,” though only 52%
of strong liberals agreed with
the statement, whereas 99%
of strong conservatives were in
agreement.
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PROTECTI THE KURDS

People attend the funeral of two journalists working for Kurdish media outlets in Turkey
who were killed in a suspected Turkish drone attack in Qamishli, northern Syria on
Monday. ‘The international community must call on Turkey to stop these aggressions and
killing,” said Israel’s Foreign Ministry Director-General Eden Bar Tal. “The Kurds must be
protected by the international community.” (Orhan Qereman/Reuters)

Hamas terrorist admits
to embedding in hospital

* Jerusalem Post Staff

The IDF released new foot-
age on Tuesday that shows
the interrogation of a Hamas
terrorist who was arrested at
Kamal Adwan Hospital in
northern Gaza.

Anas Muhammad Faiz
al-Sharif was captured during
an operation by the 401st Bri-
gade and Unit 504 near the
hospital and transferred to
Israel for questioning. During
his interrogation, Sharif out-
lined his role within Hamas
and revealed how it uses the
hospital as a base for opera-
tions.

He disclosed that hospital
grounds were used to trans-
port equipment and weapons
for launching attacks against
Israeli forces. Sharif, 21, who
joined Hamas in 2021, is one of
240 terrorists who were appre-
hended in the area surround-
ing the hospital.

“Weapons were moved in
and out of the hospital for
ambushes and tunnels,” he
said. The IDF emphasized that
intelligence from these arrests
has proven critical for ongoing
operations.

Sharif also said Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad oper-
atives believed the IDF would
avoid targeting the hospital
because of the presence of
patients and civilians.

“They believe the army can't
bomb the location, like with
an F-16 missile, or destroy the
building,” he explained.

The operation, which took
place on December 29, was
targeted against Hamas's latest
attempt to reconstitute itself in
northern Gaza, largely embed-
ded within the Kamal Adwan
Hospital in Jabalya.

In the weeks prior, the IDF
had already started clearing
improvised explosive devices
in the vicinity of the hospi-

tal as well as in most of the
pathways and potential escape
routes to and from it.

Moreover, the IDF engaged
in three to four targeted attacks
on smaller Hamas cells near
the hospital but was careful to
avold attacking the hospital
itself. This was all part of an
IDF strategy to lull the terror-
ists hiding in the hospital into
a false sense of security.

When the IDF finally
attacked on Friday, it needed
only an hour to surround all
routes to and from the hospital
to lock down and block any
terrorist escape attempts.

There was a short initial bat-
tle between Hamas terrorists
and IDF soldiers, but all ter-
rorists were quickly killed. Two
groups of terrorists also tried to
escape in different directions
but were killed by IDF forces
surrounding them.

Yonah Jeremy Bob contributed
to this report.

Palestinian groups should contact

Fatah before attacking Israel - official

= By OHAD MERLIN

Palestinian armed groups
should coordinate their mowves
with Fatah, the main faction in
the West Bank, before they take
action against Israel in order
to maintain a strong front in
the fight for statehood, a senior
Palestinian Authority official
said ina TV interview last week.

“The battle in the 1967
occupied lands is open in all
means... but not at the expense
of the Palestinian Authority,”
said Jibril Rajoub, former head
of the PA’s preventive security
forces and the president of the
Palestine Football Association.

Rajoub spoke as the PA is
being confronted by both Israel
and rising popular support for
its main rival, Hamas.

Rajoub spoke on the official
PA TV channel on the occa-
sion of the 60th anniversary of
the series of violent campaigns
and terror attacks led by Fatah,
which he dubbed the “Con-
temporary Palestinian Revolu-
tion.”

During the interview, as
reported by the organization
Regavim, Rajoub was quoted as
calling on Palestinian militant
factions to coordinate their
efforts with Fatah and not to
undermine the PA.

“From the first moment,
what we need is a meeting of
|Palestinian| factions to affirm
the conformity of the Author-
ity, the conformity and legiti-
macy of weapons, and also the
legitimacy of the resistance,”
Rajoub said.

“The PA and its security
mechanisms are not the ones
meant to shoot at the Israe-
lis — that’s not their mission.
The [factions] are welcome to
come and discuss [this issue]
with us in Fatah; we're willing
and we’re open to this.”

“The |Palestinian| policeman
represents our people’s pride
and greatness,” he continued,
“but it’s not his job to open
fire |at Israelis|. Us, as factions,
we're ready to discuss [this
1ssuel; we're open. We say: the
battle in the 1967 occupied
lands is open in all means. So,

it
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HEAD OF the Palestine Football Association Jibril Rajoub speaks during an event for athletes,
who represented Palestine at the Paris 2024 Olympics, in Ramallah, in July. (Ammar Awad/Reuters)

they're welcome, but not at
the expense of there being one
authority, one weapon, and
one law.”

Rajoub also gave hinted crit-
icism of rival faction Hamas,
claiming that instances of great
military force may have been
used as part of the armed strug-
gle against Israel, but that they
failed to achieve the “common
grounding” that he claimed
Fatah did achieve.

“We don't forget what hap-
pened in 2006," he added,
referring to the armed coup
against Fatah forces in Gaza
following that year’s elections,
the last time there were elec-
tions in the enclave.

Perhaps in the same context,
Rajoub also stressed: “We will
not have ‘national unity’ with
any faction that serves in fact
as a continuation of a foreign
actor or country... What does
Iran have to do with us, with
all due respect? No Iran and no
watermelon,” he added, evok-
ing a popular colloquial phrase.

The interview came against
the backdrop of the PA’s ongo-
ing operation against armed
militants affiliated with Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad in Jenin,
which was met with much crit-

icism from Fatah opposers.

Rajoub spoke lengthily about
Fatah’s leading role in the Pal-
estinian national endeavors.
“For 60 years, Fatah remains
the national decision-maker of
this great nation... and is at the
forefront of the national strug-
gle,” Rajoub said.

“We didn’t manage to obtain
independence, but we achieved
this amazing steadfastness and
wide international legitimacy
for an independent state.”

TIME TOSTART
LISTENING TO FATAH
Naomi Linder Kahn, Director
of the International Division
of Regavim, who called public
attention to Rajoub’s remarks
about the need to coordinate
violent actions with Fatah,
spoke with The Jerusalem Post.
“This statement is not at all
a new one - what is new is the
public, transparent declaration
of principles from one of the
highest-ranking Palestinian
Authority figures. Since Octo-
ber 7, PA officials have not only
applauded Hamas's massacre
of Israelis but have even boast-
ed about the participation of
PA militants in the atrocities.”
She continued, “The PA has

repeated, ad nauseam, that it
will not cease to fund terror-
ists nor stop encouraging the
murder of Israelis. In this con-
text, Rajoub has laid things out
clearly: the internal conflicts
are not about whether or not
Jews should be killed - but who
gets the credit for the act of
killing them. The struggle is for
power, and power has only one
purpose: to enable the murder
of even more Jews.

“This is not new for Rajoub.
As head of the “Palestinian
Preventive Security Force,” as
Secretary General of the Fatah
Central Committee, and even
as head of the Palestinian Foot-
ball League - the fact that he
is now saying the same things
in front of the cameras that he
has been saying off-camera for
years only means that he does
not feel he needs to hide his
intentions anymore.

“He’s learned that Israeli and
world governments continue
to pretend that they don’t hear
these murderous statements. If
there’s anything to be learned
from October 7, it is this: They
mean what they say, they say
what they mean - and it’s time
we start listening,” she con-
cluded.
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Canadian liberal strategist: Jews ‘shifting
en masse to Conservatives after Trudeau

= By JUDE TARAGIN

Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau’s announcement
of his resignation occurred as
Jews flocked in droves away
from the Liberal Party, which,
in an attempt to please every-
one, managed to please no
one, explained Andrew Perez, a
Canadian liberal strategist spe-
cializing in domestic politics.

Despite not being Jewish,
Perez maintains close ties with
the Jewish-Canadian commu-
nity and is a vocal supporter of
Israel, having visited the coun-
try just a few months ago.

Perez revealed in an interview
that Members of Parliament
from the three central provinc-
es in Trudeau’s party reached a
consensus that his leadership
could no longer continue.

The Liberal Party has been
losing Jewish community sup-
port quickly since October 7,
2023, although cracks in the
relationship appeared earlier.

“Ower the vyears, it was com-
mon for many Jews to sup-
port the Liberal Party,” Perez
explained. “But recently [since
October 7 and even a bit
before|, these Jews have been
rapidly and in large numbers
shifting to support the Conser-
vative Party.

“The Jewish community felt
that Trudeau’s response to the
wild antisemitic demonstra-
tions across Canada was too
little, too late. Moreover, even
when he did decide to respond,
his reactions were perceived by
Canadian Jews as words with-
out actual actions.”

Perez pointed out that Jews
were upset at the party, and
mainly Trudeau, for both not
working to fight antisemi-
tism in Canada and for his
general behavior and attitude
reflected in different state-
ments, particularly when he
said Canada would abide by
the arrest warrants issued by
the International Criminal
Court against Prime Minister
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PRO-PALESTINIAN PROTESTERS demonstrate outside the Liberal Party of Canada’s holiday party in Ottawa last month. (Patrick Doyle/Reuters)

Benjamin Netanyahu.

“Trudeau ended up pleasing
no one. Arab-Canadian vot-
ers felt he didnt do enough to
stop the war in Gaza, and Jew-
ish Canadians felt abandoned
since he didn’t give them the
feeling that he was doing all
possible to make them feel
safe again in Canada, along-
side him not taking a positive
stance towards Israel during
the ongoing war.”

Perez emphasized that Can-
ada’s shifting demographics
have significantly influenced
the Liberal Party’s changing
priorities.

“Thirty or forty vears ago,
Canada’s Arab population was
much smaller, while the Jew-
ish community - though also
small - held substantial politi-
cal influence. Today, there are
approximately two million
Arab-Canadians compared to
400,000 Jews. As a center-left
party, the Liberals try to be
everything to everyone, but in

practice, the larger Arab-Ca-
nadian population often takes
precedence. That’s left many
Jewish voters feeling owver-
looked.”

The Liberal Party of Canada,
once seen as the nation’s “nat-
ural governing party,” was on
the brink of collapse in 2013.
The party had just 35 seats
in Parliament, making it the
third-largest party, and many
believed its days of dominance
Were over.

Then Justin Trudeau, son of
former prime minister Pierre
Trudeau, took the reins.

With a campaign rooted
in optimism and renewal,
Trudeau led the party to a his-
toric victory in the 2015 elec-
tions, winning 184 seats. His
charisma and forward-looking
message resonated with Cana-
dians disillusioned by the pre-
vious government.

HOWEVER, after a strong first
term, cracks began to show in

Trudeau’s leadership following
the COVID-19 pandemic.

His government struggled to
handle economic challenges
such as inflation and a wors-
ening housing crisis. Public
frustration grew as Canadians,
emerging from pandemic lock-
downs, faced rising food prices,
housing shortages, a surge in
homelessness, and an unpop-
ular carbon tax that sparked
nationwide protests.

Efforts to correct course in
2022, including cabinet reshuf-
fles and improved public mes-
saging, proved ineffective. By
June 2023, the Liberals had lost
control of key strongholds like
Toronto and Montreal to the
Conservatives.

The situation worsened in
December 2023 when former
finance minister Chrystia
Freeland publicly criticized
Trudeau after being dismissed
via Zoom.

Freeland, once one of
Trudeau’s closest allies and a

key negotiator during talks
with the Trump adminis-
tration, wrote an open letter
expressing her loss of faith in
his leadership.

The fallout was swift. Secret
meetings among Liberal MPs
from Ontario, Quebec, and
Atlantic Canada during the
holiday recess led to a unified
call for Trudeau’s resignation.

A late-December  poll
revealed historic lows: Liberal
Party support had dropped to
16%, compared to the Conser-
vatives' 45%.

For many, this marked the
end of Trudeau's political
career. The writing was on the
wall, and Trudeau announced
his resignation immediately
after Parliament returned from
its holiday break.

Perez described the decision
to suspend Parliament until
March 24 as unprecedented
and indicative of the party’s
turmoil.

“This isn’t just a leadership

crisis for the liberal party -
it's a leadership vacuum on a
national level,” he said.

The timing is especially
concerning, given US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s
public threat to impose 25%
tariffs on Canadian imports.

“If that happens, Canada
could face its most severe eco-
nomic crisis since World War Il
and a strong blow to Canada’s
autonomy,” warned Perez.

During this interim period,
Trudeau will serve as caretak-
er prime minister until a new
leader is chosen. However, this
new leader will immediately
face a vote of no confidence.
The Conservative Party, the
Bloc Québécois, and the New
Democratic Party have all sig-
naled their intent to back the
vote, making the Liberals’ posi-
tion even more precarious.

Perez also voiced concern
over the potential impact
of new Liberal Party mem-
bers, particularly those from
the Arab community, on the
upcoming leadership contest.

Since party membership is
free and open to anyone over
14, including non-citizens,
some worry that new mem-
bers could push candidates to
adopt anti-Israel stances.

“In trying to secure votes,
leadership hopefuls might take
positions that further alien-
ate Jewish Canadians,” Perez
explained.

Despite the uncertainty,
Perez remains hopeful that the
Liberal Party can rebuild trust
post-Trudeau.

“The next three months
are just the beginning. It
will take time, but [ hope the
Liberal Party can rebuild its
relationship with the Jewish
community, alongside other
social groups that lost their
faith in the liberal party:
business leaders, young-
er voters, et al. In the next
upcoming months, [ hope to
see a beginning of small but
meaningful steps.”

Mass. man
arrested for
incitement
to shoot up

synagogue

* By MICHAEL STARR

A Massachusetts man was
arrested for inciting others to
shoot worshipers outside syn-
agogues and for multiple fire-
arms violations, the Beverly
Police Department said.

Matthew  Scouras, 34,
was arraigned Monday for
allegedly posting, on an
online image board, threats
against Jewish people, threats
to rape Jewish women, and
for encouraging other users to
shoot people outside of syna-
gogues.

The suspect was taken into
custody for a mental health
evaluation, and a search of
his home recovered a Nazi
flag, a 9 mm. Glock ghost
gun with no serial number,
six boxes of ammunition,
$70,000 in cash, and various
firearm parts and accesso-
ries, including stocks, scopes,
pistol frames, and rifle lower
receivers.

According to police, under
Massachusetts firearms laws,
each lower receiver is legally
considered to be a different
gun, leading to 12 charges of
possession of a firearm with-
out a license. Other charges
included illegal possession
of a large-capacity feeding
device, improper firearm stor-
age, threats to destroy a place
of worship, communication
of a threat with a firearm, and
making a firearm without a
serial number.

The police reportedly oper-
ated off of a tip from federal
law enforcement.

Scouras is being held with-
out bail, pending a January 13
detention hearing.

A December 30 report from
the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Public Safety and
Security warned that antise-
mitic crimes have risen by
70% in the state.

Schec

* By JACKIE HAJDENBERG/JTA

(New York Jewish Week) -
The first sign that things were
changing at Schechter Queens
came when the school began
receiving requests from parents
to let students hold an Ortho-
dox prayer service.

As the first Jewish day school
named for Solomon Schechter,
an influential rabbi in Con-
servative Judaism, Schechter
Queens only offered egalitar-
ian prayer, where boys and
girls prayed together. However,
families at the school pressed
for students to have the option
to choose a non-egalitarian
option.

That was seven years ago.
After the Orthodox minyan
(praver service) launched, it
became so popular that only
two students continued going
to the traditional one, recalled
the school’s principal, Dr. Rafi
Kalman. It ended entirely.

Now, Schechter Queens has
voted to rename itself, com-
pletely dropping the appella-
tion associated with what was
once the largest Jewish denom-
ination in the United States. It
will now be known as Queens
Hebrew Academy, families were
told last month.

“We've changed so much of
what we do in the building that
it’s confusing to still be called
Schechter,” said Karen Chazan,
a member of the board of trust-
ees. “Parents who are looking
for Schechter come to us, and
they're not finding Schechter,
and parents who think Schech-
ter is not religious enough or
not traditional enough for
them are turning away because
they think it’s too liberal for
them.”

The changes at Schechter
Queens reflect both demo-
graphic shifts in the school’s
neighborhood and the dimin-
ishing potency of the Schech-
ter brand, once synonymous
with a thriving network of day
schools.

About 465 students are
enrolled at the school, Kalman
said. He estimates that 90% of

ter Queens becomes first in system to go Orthodox

the students or more identify
as Orthodox - in keeping with
the school’s location in Kew
Gardens Hills, a heart of Ortho-
doxy in New York City. Many
of them come from the local
Bukharian Jewish community,
centered in the nearby neigh-
borhoods of Forest Hills, Rego
Park, and Little Neck.

Around 50,000 Bukharian
Jews, many from the former
Soviet Union, live in New York
City. Unlike Ashkenazi Jews
who faced religious persecu-
tion and forced secularization
during the Soviet era, Bukhari-
an Jews, whose ancestry comes
from the Bukhara region of
Uzbekistan and incorporates
some Persian Jewish tradi-
tions, were able to somewhat
maintain their Jewish practice
during the Soviet era. Their
institutions tend to reflect
Orthodox practice today.

“WE DON'T identify with
denominations. We have peo-
ple who |are] less observant
|and] more observant,” said
Manashe Khaimov, an adjunct
professor of Bukharian histo-
ry at Queens College and the
CEO of the Sephardi American
Mizrahi Initiative. “But yet we
are all - if we ever decide to go
to synagogue or decide to do
any Jewish ceremonies, there’s
going to be an Orthodox stan-
dard.”

He added that some of the
religious practices that have
animated Conservative Juda-
ism do not resonate with most
Bukharians in the United
States.

“A typical Bukharian... on the
street, you ask them, ‘How do
you feel about egalitarianism?’
They don't even know what
you mean,” Khaimov said.
“But if you ask them, without
using that terminology, say-
ing, “Would you be OK |with]
men and women to be praying
together in the synagogue and
counting for the minyan?’ the
answer would be - it would be a
foreign concept for them.”

Yet many of the Orthodox
yeshivas in the area have faced
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STUDENTS AT Schechter Queens/Queens Hebrew Academy participate in school activities.
{Courtesy Schechter Queens/Queens Hebrew Academy)

criticism for prioritizing Jew-
ish learning at the expense of
English and math. “We lack
good schools,” Khaimov said
about Queens. “And Schech-
ter is known for having very
robust, at least, secular studies,
and I think that’s why some
Bukharians were attracted to
that school in the first place.”

The school, originally called
the Solomon Schechter School
of Queens, opened in 1956,
near the peak of Conservative
Judaism in America. It boast-
ed two separate buildings and
eventually consolidated into
one building in 1965, a bro-
chure for the school’s annual
dinner in 2014 said. It was the
first school to take on the name
of Schechter, the second presi-
dent of the Jewish Theological
Seminary and founder of the
United Synagogue of Conser-
vative Judaism, but hardly the
last.

By the 1970s, there were
dozens of schools named for
Schechter across the United
States. Over time, some disaf-
filiated with the Conservative
movement and became com-
munity day schools, serv-
ing students from across the
denominational spectrum.
Others retained their religious

orientation but changed their
names to reflect donors and
shed associations with a dimin-
ished brand. Last year, Schech-
ter Manhattan shut down
entirely after facing years of
declining enrollment.

A decade ago, the attenuated
Schechter organization folded
into Prizmah, a network that
supports Jewish day schools
across North America. (Chaz-
an boasted at the time that
Schechter Queens was a proud
outlier to the trend of disaffili-
ation.) Its CEQ, Paul Bernstein,
said the changes underway in
(Queens were notable.

“Schechter Queens is cer-
tainly among the oldest [of the
Conservative schools|, so this is
indeed a significant move,” he
wrote in an email.

But he said he was optimistic
about the school’s future.

“Prizmah supports schools in
their decisions as to how best
to serve the local community
- which does indeed include
at times a shift in the religious
composition of the communi-
ty,” Bernstein said. “We hope
that Schechter Queens con-
tinues to thrive and serve its
community in the best possi-
ble way as the Queens Hebrew
Academy.”

Some in the Queens Bukhar-
ian community have taken the
renaming of the school as a sort
of triumph over non-Orthodox
religious ideology. Inaccurate-
ly saying that the school had
been associated with Reform
Judaism, an anonymous Insta-
gram account that posts about
happenings in the communi-
ty posted, “The school is once
again on the right path and the
only way.”

The post garnered dozens
of likes. But some responded,
lamenting the change.

“Especially in these times, it
is honestly beyond upsetting
to see so many members of
the Jewish community excited
that anyone who isn't Ortho-
dox no longer has somewhere
to send their kids in Queens,”
wrote Sarah Schraeter, a
Queens artist who said she had
been considering the school
for her 3-year-old child amid
concerns about antisemitism
in public schools.

Chazan emphasized that
the school would continue
to call itself a “day school,”
which is used across Ortho-
doxy, rather than a “yeshiva.”
She also said the school’s pivot
toward Orthodoxy and away
from Conservative Judaism

shouldn't be cause for a “victo-
ry lap” for anyone.

“The only reason |we are
here today| is because of the
success of the school for the
first 68 years of its life and
because of the Conservative
Jewish lay leaders and rabbis
that felt they saw the need to
have this school that was not a
strictly Orthodox yeshiva, that
was a day school that was more
accepting of different religious
practices,” Chazan said.

“We want it to be a smooth
transition and evolution, rath-
er than, ‘Goodbye, and here
we are as a new entity,”” she
added. “It's important to me
that the future generations of
this school know the history
and know why there’s a school
there.”

FOR SOME observers of
American Judaism, Schechter
Queens’ renaming was in some
ways inevitable.

“American Jewry is diversi-
fying demographically. It's no
longer the overwhelmingly
Democratic and Eastern Euro-
pean community of my youth.
Just look how many Queens
Jews voted |US President-elect
Donald] Trump,” Gil Troy, a
Schechter graduate and Amer-
ican presidential historian,
wrote in an essay about the
school’s renaming. The Repub-
lican presidential candidate
drew more than 75% of the
vote in the districts immediate-
ly surrounding the school in

November’s election.
Troy recalled portraying

Haym Salomon, the Sephar-
dic Jewish merchant who
financed the Continental
Congress during the Revolu-
tionary War, in a fourth-grade
play. He described a feeling
of both Jewish and American
identity and a commitment
to Zionist ideals, which he
suggested are harder to come
by in liberal Jewish denomi-
nations today.

“Today, Conservative
Judaism, which thrived in
a middle-class-oriented,
temperamentally-moderate

America, faces severe ideo-
logical, demographic, and
institutional challenges,”
wrote Troy, who now lives in
Israel and recently published
a book called To Resist the
Academic Intifada: Letters to
My Students on Defending the
Zionist Dream.

Chazan said the changes at
the school were more practi-
cal than ideological.

“We had a choice,” she said.
“We could either close or we
could evolve to meet the
needs of the changing Jewish
community. And we decided
that it's more important to
provide a solid Jewish edu-
cation to families in the area
than to just stand on our lau-
rels and say, ‘But we are a
Conservative school.”

Chazan is herself the par-
ent of two Schechter gradu-
ates, the younger of whom
finished eighth grade in 2013
and has long prayed in egali-
tarian synagogues in the area.

“It was very difficult for us
to accept the fact that our
community is no longer pro-
viding the students for the
school,” she said. “We just
needed to make these chang-
es so that the community
that makes up the vast major-
ity of our families feels that
they're getting an authentic
minyan - something that is
meaningful to them - and
that they're in a school that
makes sense to them.”

In Hollis Hills, where
Chazan lives, her Bukharian
neighbors have raised chil-
dren who have now estab-
lished their own families in
the neighborhood.

“I realized that for vears,
white Ashkenazi Jews like me
have been the majority and
that other people have had
to try to fit into our mold
- and now I have to fit into
another mold,” Chazan said.
“That’s just the way it goes:
Evolve or die. 1 don’t think
it’s a bad thing. I think this is
the community of Jews that
is thriving right now in this
location.”
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HOMNESTREPORTING EXECUTIVE director Gil Hoffman (left) stands with Likud MK Dan lllouz at the
“Voices of Iron Ceremony’ and his award at the Knesset yesterday. (Marc Israel Sellem/The Jerusalem Post)

Knesset honors
advocates for Israel

* By ERIC LENEFSKY

Influencer Lizzy Savetsky
and HonestReporting execu-
tive director Gil Hoffman were
among the 50 awardees at the
Knesset's “Voices of Iron Cere-
mony” on Tuesday, hosted by
Likud MK Dan Illouz.

The ceremony, organized
in honor of advocates who
defended and continue to
defend Israel during the Isra-
el-Hamas War, featured honor-
ees from Israel and abroad. It
was attended by members of
the coalition and opposition,
including Knesset Speaker Amir
Ohana.

Ohana opened the ceremo-
ny by praising and thanking
“the online dream team and
our enemies’ ultimate night-
mare” for their efforts on the
country’s eighth front: global
antisemitism.

He was followed by Illouz,
who emphasized the broad
spectrum of Israel advocates in
the room.

“Supporting Israel is not
about Left or Right. It's not
about political ideology. It's
about truth. It's about justice;
it's about the fundamental
right of a nation to defend
its people against slaughter,”
Nlouz said.

“What unites us is not politics
but principle: the unwavering
belief that terror must never be
rewarded, evil must never be
justified, and Israel, the home-

land of the Jewish people, will
never be alone.”

Opposition MK  Shelly
Tal Meron (Yesh Atid) then
expressed her gratitude to the
civilians who support the Jew-
ish state “from the bottom of
your hearts,” telling them, “We
need you.”

In a panel discussion with
other pro-Israel stalwarts,
Savetsky shared that she was
on vacation with her family
in Israel on October 7, when
she woke up to the sirens. She
had already advocated for Israel
beforehand, but as she sat in
the bomb shelter, she turned
to her husband and said, “I'm
going to be really busy.”

Savetsky wasn't surprised by
the social media response and
knew she had to do more.

“I never, in a million years,
thought that this is what I
would be doing with my life...
but I really just felt this urgent
need and sacred responsibili-
ty to my ancestors and to my
children.”

When asked what her goal
is, she said she wants people to
have one-on-one conversations
in the real world and hopes her
content helps to break down
the facts when going into these
conversations.

Savetsky encouraged every-
one, “Don’t fear what you may
lose, because it's not worth it.
[f you have to fear losing some-
thing in order to stand up for
your values, then what was the

point of having it in the first
place?”

Hoffman, HonestReporting's
executive director and former
chief political correspondent
at The Jerusalem Post, told the
Post, “It's very important that
the Knesset is recognizing the
accomplishments of those who
fought for Israel on the digital
battlefield.

“I'm proud that Hon-
estReporting is being honored
because the team has been in
the trenches this entire war,
fighting against the biased cov-
erage of Israel in the interna-
tional media. Winning on the
media battlefield is the key to
winning on the military battle-
field and that has been proven
time and time again in this war.

“Unfortunately, this war
needed time to achieve its mil-
itary accomplishments, and if
it wasn't for the work that orga-
nizations like HonestReport-
ing and others being honored
here today, there’s no way there
would have been the interna-
tional legitimacy required to
give the time to accomplish
what needed to be done,” he
said.

MMlouz told the Post that the
goal of the ceremony was to
show that “Here, in [srael, there
are people who recognize this
[their battles and sacrifice|, and
we as the Knesset - coalition
and opposition - recognize
their important contributions
and want to say ‘thank you.™

Airlines not rushing back to Israel
despite impending easing of law

« By STAV LIVNE

After nine months and five
sessions on the matter, last
week the Knesset Economic
Affairs Committee voted in
favor of an amendment to
the Aviation Services Law,
which protects travelers’
rights in the event that a
flight is delayed or canceled.

The amendment eases the
terms for compensation that
airlines must provide to pas-
sengers whose flights are
canceled. Foreign airlines
have been demanding the
change because of the fre-
quent need to cancel flights
during the war and the high
cost of providing passengers
with alternative flights on
different airlines.

Despite the positive signal
to the foreign airlines that
their demands are being met,
there has been little response
on their part so far. Avia-
tion industry sources say
there has been almost no
contact with foreign airlines
concerning the resuming of
flights to Israel.

At the same time, the pace
of events in Israel, especial-
ly the missile attacks from
Yemen, creates a new-old
challenge for the airlines. A
Greek airline Aegean plane
had to make a stop in Lar-
naca on its way to Israel
because of sirens warning of
an incoming missile.

At any rate, foreign air-
lines are not rushing to
resume services to Israel,
despite many stating that
the amendment to the law
was their condition for doing
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PASSENGERS LOOK at a departure board at Ben-Gurion Airport
near Tel Aviv on October 7, 2023, as flights were canceled
because of the Hamas attacks. (Gil Cohen-Magen/AFP via Getty Images)

so. Air France, for example,
one of the airlines that open-
ly backed the amendment,
announced that its flights to
Israel would be suspended
for a further week.

Adv. Shirly Kazir, who
heads the Aviation & Mari-
time and Hotels & Tourism
practices at law firm FBC
and who represents several
airlines, among them Brit-
ish Airways, said that 50,000
seats could be added as soon
as this month if the amend-
ment finally became legis-
lated.

The test for the airlines
should come very soon, after
the amendment is given sec-
ond and third readings in
the Knesset, generally a tech-
nical procedure.

REyvanair, which openly
supported the amendment
after revealing it had to pay
passengers compensation
amounting to almost €4 mil-

lion, hassaid theamendment
will not be enough to ensure
its return to Israel without
the reopening of Terminal
1 at Ben-Gurion Airport to
international flights.

Before the war, some 90
foreign airlines operated
at Ben-Gurion Airport, but
currently there are only 26.
After the ceasefire in Leba-
non came into force, Air Sey-
chelles announced that it
would be returning, and by
the end of this week it will
become airline number 27.

While its return is wel-
come, Air Seychelles operates
only a few flights to a small
number of destinations, so
the effect on the sector is
minimal.

If the airlines do not return,
passengers may find them-
selves in a situation in which
flights are canceled or sub-
stantially delayed, but they
are not entitled to any finan-

cial compensation beyond
the cost of their tickets.

They will then have to bear
the probable high costs aris-
ing from the cancellation
of their flights, without any
increase in competition that
might bring down fares.

No date for a vote on the
amendment to the Aviation
Services Law in the Knesset
plenum has vet been set, but
in any case, whether or not
the amendment leads to all
the foreign airlines returning
will depend on the security
situation.

In any event, the US air-
lines, or at least some of
them, are not expected to
return to Israel any time
soon. In the case of long-
haul flights, such as between
Israel and North America,
changes in schedules and
diverting planes from one
route to another are complex
matters that take time.

Economic Affairs Commit-
tee chairperson MK David
Bitan said he would bring
the bill forward for final
approval by the Knesset ple-
num only after ensuring the
government was abiding by
its commitment to indem-
nify airlines that raised the
number of their flights to
North America by adding
two weekly flights.

This mainly refers to Arkia
and Israir, for which the
move involves considerable
risk.

The bill provides for the
state to cover 50% of opera-
tional losses to airlines in the
event of flight cancellations
for security reasons. (Globes)

Ministry pushes bill to offer surrogacy
to bereaved four-child families

* By AVICHAI HAIM

Health Minister Uriel Busso
has submitted a bill that would
allow bereaved families who
had four children and lost one
of their offspring during the
war to pursue SUrrogacy, even
if they do not meet current
eligibility criteria due to them
still having three children, the
Health Ministry said this week.

Busso introduced a tempo-
rary regulation for one year,

allowing such families to pur-
sue surrogacy for an addition-
al child. The regulation will
be submitted for approval by
the Knesset Health Committee
after a public comment period.

The decision was made in
light of many families’ losses in
the Hamas massacre and wars
in the past year.

Under the proposed change,
bereaved parents with three liv-
ing children could pursue sur-
rogacy for one more child.

According to Busso, “In these
difficult days, as many families
grapple with unimaginable loss
after the tragic events of Octo-
ber 7 and the ongoing war, we
must provide bereaved parents
the opportunity to expand
their families and begin a new
chapter in their lives.

“The heroism of the fallen -
our sons and daughters who
sacrificed their lives forusall - is
the legacy we stand upon. It is
also our duty to care for their

families,” he added.

“This step, taken with deep
sensitivity to the parents’
pain and in response to their
requests, reflects our commit-
ment to helping them move
forward while honoring and
commemorating the heroes we
have lost.

“The hope of bringing new
life out of such grief is a pow-
erful message of resilience,
renewal, and the triumph of
the human spirit,” Busso said.

Karhi says won't heed court ruling
after it bars disbanding of KAN

* By YUVAL BARNEA

The High Court of Justice issued an
interim order extending the office
terms of two members of the Israel Pub-
lic Broadcasting Corporation’s (KAN)

board.

The order, issued as part of a petition
by the Success Association, will remain
in effect until the petition is decided or
new council members are elected.

The petition is intended to prevent the
two council members from ending their
duties, thereby paralyzing the council.

Communications Minister Shlomo
Karhi (Likud) made it clear that he would
not comply with the court order, saving,

“This interim order was issued without

authority and [is| contrary to the law.”

He also claimed the order was uncon-

stitutional based on his own assessment.
He does not hold a law degree.

Karhi was attempting to prevent the
appointment of new KAN board mem-
bers, which would leave the board inca-
pable of functioning and, thus, legally
non-existent in his own legal opinion.

“The corporation’s council is left with
only five members and, therefore, does
not exist according to the law, and,

said recently.

months.

therefore, I do not have the authority to
appoint a deputy chairman of the coun-
cil, and I will not appoint one,” Karhi

The High Court’s extension allowed
KAN's board to meet for the first time in

Karhi has repeatedly stated his wish to
dismantle KAN and either shift funding
to Channel 14 or block the creation of

SHLOMO KARHI (Marc Israel Sellem/The |erusalem Post)

another public broadcaster.
MK Benny Gantz, head of National
Unity, said law enforcement agencies

“must bring [Karhi] to justice with the

utmost severity and speed. Otherwise,
we will descend into anarchy.

mn

“Rebellion against court rulings is the

dismantling of Israeli democracy, and
this is a line that must not be crossed in
any way and at any cost.”

Group wants criminal probe
of minister over alleged fraud

* The Media Line Staff

The Movement for Quality Government in
Israel has called for a criminal investigation into
Social Equality Minister May Golan, following
allegations of corruption and misconduct within

her ministry.

The watchdog group on Monday submitted
formal requests to the attorney-general, police
commissioner, and the Civil Service Commis-
sion’s legal adviser, citing an investigative report
that detailed questionable practices in Golan’s

ministry.

These allegations include providing ficti-
tious jobs to close associates, falsifying meeting
records, submitting false affidavits, and misusing

public funds.

According to the movement, the findings sug-
gest Golan allegedly used her authority and state
resources to serve her political and personal inter-
ests, compromising public trust and potentially

committing crimes such as bribery, fraud, and

breach of trust.

The organization also raised concerns about

Civil Service Commission employees who

approved dubious contracts, suggesting their
involvement in fraudulent activities.

“The findings paint a very worrying picture, in
which a government minister devotes most of
her energy and the public’s money to feathering

her and her associates’ nest,” said Adv. Tomer

MAY GOLAN

(Marc Israel Sellem/The Jerusalem Post)

Naor, head of the legal department at the Move-
ment for Quality Government.

“We demand a fast and exhaustive investiga-
tion to root out the rotten norms that have taken
hold among the government.”

Bank of Jerusalem renews bid for Isracard credit card group

* By HEZI STERNLICHT

Although it has signed a new
investment agreement with
the Delek Group and canceled
its previous agreement signed
in October with insurance

company Menora Mivtachim,
credit card company Isracard
still has another suitor that has

not given up hope: Bank of
Jerusalem.

On Sunday, the bank, head-
ed by Yair Kaplan, sent an
improved offer for a takeover
of Isracard, even though the
[sracard board examined its

previous offer against that of
Menora Mivtachim and pre-
ferred the latter.

Bank of Jerusalem is pro-
posing a takeover in a differ-
ent format from the bids of
Menora Mivtachim and Delek
Group, namely a share-swap
deal. Its latest offer improves
the ratio in the share swap to
1.15:1.

In the offer, atter Isracard is
merged into the bank, Israc-

ard’s shareholders will hold
60.1% of the merged compa-
ny (versus 59% in the previ-
ous bid). According to Bank
of Jerusalem, its offer is 10%
better than Delek Group’s
and 28% better than Menora

Mivtachim’s.
As in its previous bid, Bank
of Jerusalem has published a

table showing the value per
share that Isracard sharehold-
ers should receive, with the
addition of a dividend that
will be distributed in the
framework of the deal.

The wvalue is now estimated
at NIS 16.2-17.4, an improve-
ment on the NIS 16-17.1 value
in the previous bid from

December 27. This compares
with a value of NIS 14.8 per
share in Menora Mivtachim’s
bid and NIS 15.6 per share in
the agreement with the Delek
Group, according to Bank of
Jerusalem.

Isracard’s board of directors
will probably have to consid-
er Bank of Jerusalem’s latest

offer, but it is not clear that it
is sufficient to lead it to cancel
the agreement with the Delek
Group.

If Isracard decides to proceed
with the Delek Group, Bank of
Jerusalem could resort to legal
proceedings or give up on its
intention of taking over the
company. (Globes/TINS)
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Three stranded Israelis
rescued from Japanese peak

* Jerusalem Post Staff

Three young Israeli snowboarders were
rescued on Tuesday after being stranded
in the Hakuba Mountain range in central
Japan while suffering from hypothermia,
Israel’'s Embassy In Japan confirmed.

They had been stuck there for around 24
hours due to severe weather conditions and
were trapped in sub-zero temperatures in a
state of hypothermia. The trio are reservists
aged 27-28 and were trapped after straying
from the marked snowboarding trail.

During the rescue operations, Israel’s
ambassador to Japan, Gilad Cohen, spoke
with US Ambassador Rahm Emanuel, who
instructed US military forces in Japan to

stand by to assist, Ynet reported.

After the rescue, Cohen said, “Through-
out the night and morning, we worked
around the clock at the embassy along
with all relevant parties in Japan and with

the US ambassador.

“We are happy that our three young men
were rescued safely,” he continued.

The Foreign Ministry announced they
had been working with local authorities on
trying to rescue the three individuals.

“Consul Avinoam Mizrahi went to the
area where the incident took place, and
the Magnus rescue company was working
to rescue them,” the ministry announced.

Rescue teams were initially unable to
reach the young men because they were

located near a river, which made the situa-
tion more complex.

With their phone batteries only at 15%,
the three remained in contact with Mag-
nus, and received instructions on how

to stay warm and survive the night. The

young men reported they were “freezing
cold” and that their phone batteries were
running low before a local team of 11 rescu-
ers finally managed to reach them during
the night.

One rescue vehicle drove to the police
station in the area, while another part of
the team went directly to the site, accord-
ing to Ynet. The three men were rescued in
good health.

Amichai Stein contributed to this report.

The Hill: Congress could
vote on ICC sanctions bill

* By HANNAH SARISOHN
Jerusalem Post Correspondent

NEW YORK - The Illegiti-
mate Court Counteraction
Act, which would impose
visa and property sanctions
against certain members of
the International Crimi-
nal Court for investigating
protected US officials or
allies, could come to a vote
in the US Congress as early
as Thursday, according to a
report from The Hill.

House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman Brian
Mast (R-FL) and Rep. Chip
Roy (R-TX) reintroduced

the bill on Monday after it
failed to pass the 5enate in a
companion bill introduced
by Sen. Tom Cotton (R-AR).
Republicans included the
bill in the 119th House rules
package.

Mast said the bill sends a
“clear message” to the ICC.

“We may not recognize
you, but you sure as hell
will recognize what happens
when you target America or
its allies,” Mast said. “The
[CC's attempt to obstruct
[srael’s right to defend itself
has only prolonged the war
and prevented the release of
American hostages by boost-

ing Hamas’s morale.”

Roy described the ICC as
an “illegitimate body” that
Is engaged in a “shameful
lawfare campaign” against
Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu.
Roy said he has full con-
fidence that US Presi-

dent-elect Donald Trump
will stand for Israel, as the

legislation ensures no future
administration will be able
to “give the ICC a free pass
to attack our allies like this.”

The Jerusalem Post has
asked Mast's office for fur-
ther information on when
the vote will occur.

NYPD: Jews target of majority of hate crimes in

= By BEN SALES/JTA

Jews were the target of the
majority of hate crimes in
New York last year, accord-
ing to statistics reported by
the NYPD.

Data compiled by the
department showed there
were 345 anti-Jewish hate
crimes across the city in
2024, which is nearly 54%
of the 641 total hate crimes
tallied. The next-largest cat-
egory of hate crimes was
those related to sexual ori-
entation, at 78.

The number of antise-
mitic hate crimes in 2024
was slightly larger than in

2023, when police record-
ed 323 total anti-Jewish
crimes. 2023°s total was
driven by a recorded surge
in antisemitism following
Hamas's invasion of Isra-
el and the outbreak of the
[srael-Hamas War on Octo-
ber 7.

While antisemitism
increases each vear, the
total number of hate crimes
in New York decreased
slightly from 2023 to 2024.

High-profile antisemitic
incidents occurred last year
across the city, which has
the largest Jewish popula-
tion in the country. These
ranged from graffiti on the

home of the director of
the Brooklyn Museum to a
protest outside an exhibit
commemorating the Nova
music festival massacre
to an anti-Israel protest-
er accused of threatening
“Zionists” in a subway car.

On Monday, protesters
outside NYU’s Tisch Hos-
pital chanted, “We don't
want no Zionists here,”
which Borough President

Mark Levine called “clear
antisemitism.”
The NYPD data are prelim-

inary figures and are sub-
ject to change. Not every
recorded hate crime leads

to an arrest or pI‘ﬂSEEUtiDﬂ.

A CLOSE up of the NYPD logo is seen on a police car. (Tim Drivas/Getty)

NYC last year
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leaders, but perhaps Israel and
the US must work together to
improve intelligence on targets
in such a way that will perti-
nently end the attacks.

The deputy chiefs also
attended a strategic briefing led
by Israel Air Force Chief of Staff
Brig.-Gen. Omer Tishler, the
Nevatim base commander, and
other senior officers. They then
visited Division 80 and the
Northern Command, where
they were briefed on operation-
al activities and “enemy tac-
tics.”

The military stated, “The IDF
will continue to strengthen
its ties with the US military,
demonstrating a commit-
ment to enhancing region-
al stability and coordina-
tion between the armies.”
Meanwhile, over Monday
night and Tuesday, the IDF
announced the deaths of three
personnel - two officers and
one soldier, all of whom were
killed in northern Gaza.

St.-Sgt. Ido Samiach, 20,
from Ganel Tikva, served in
the Reconnaissance Battalion
of the Nahal Brigade. During
an operation in Beit Hanun
in northern Gaza, terrorists
opened fire, and Samiach was
Killed. The IDF has launched an
investigation into the incident.
His funeral is set to take place
on Wednesday at the Savyon
Cemetery.

Maj. Dwir Zion Revah and
Capt. Eitan [srael Shiknazi both
served in the 932nd Battalion
in the Nahal Brigade. Revah,
28, from Jerusalem, and Shi-
knazi, 24, from Eli, were Killed
on Monday when an anti-tank
missile was fired at a building
where the [DF was operating.

The military said that during
its combat operation in north-
ern Gaza, which has gone on
intensively for about three
months, the Kfir Brigade, under
the command of Division
162, destroyed tunnels, locat-
ed weapons, and killed Hamas
fighters, including some who
partook in the October 7 mas-
sacre.

The IDF announced on Tues-
day that Kfir had concluded its
operations in the area.

Kfir soldiers killed the terror-
ists both in close-quarter com-
bat encounters and in strikes
conducted in coordination
with the IAF. They mainly
operated in Beit Lahiya and Beit
Hanun, destroying Hamas's
Beit Lahiya Battalion.

Sources in the brigade said,
“We operated for 64 days in
northern Gaza; sixty-four days
of operating without breaks
or rotations. We worked to
destroy Hamas above and

below ground. We eliminated
over 300 terrorists, including
senior operatives who caused a
lot of trouble.

“We paid a very heavy price
in the fighting. In six incidents,
we lost 12 soldiers and com-
manders. We had dozens of
wounded, some of whom have
already returned to fight.”

[n late December, Kfir
destroyed three tunnel routes
in Beit Lahiya that, combined,
ran a length of 7.5 kilometers.
Within these tunnels, troops
found military equipment that
Hamas terrorists captured on
October 7, along with maps of
(;aza border communities.

In November alone, the bri-
gade neutralized dozens of ter-
rorists and dismantled over a
hundred Hamas structures.

Despite these successes, IDF
sources could not deflect ques-
tions about Hamas reconstitut-
ing its forces or account for the
recent increase in rocket fire
from Gaza into Israel.

On Monday, a rocket struck
Sderot, marking an end to an
extended period in which there
were either no rockets or where
rockets failed to strike anything
substantial that wasn’t an open
field.

Military sources had no clear
path to solve these two prob-
lems and noted that the gov-
ernment handles broader poli-
CV issues. *

BIDEN
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On Sunday, officials told the
Post that if the current phase
of Lebanese deployment con-
tinues, Israel will have no other
option but to stay for another
30 to 60 days in southern Leb-
anomn.

Defense Minister Israel Katz
warned, “If this condition is
not met, there will be no agree-
ment, and Israel will be forced
to act independently to ensure
the safe return of the residents
of the North to their homes.”

Some 60,000 people evacu-
ated their homes in the North
in October 2023 and have
been living in hotels or other
arrangements, as their homes
were exposed to Hezbollah mis-
siles. The government listed at
the start of the war one of its
stated goals to be to return the
residents to their homes.

A source familiar with the
subject said the Biden adminis-
tration, in power until January
20, has conveyed a message to
[sraeli officials regarding the
implementation of the deal:
“It's very important for Israel
not to have the reputation that
they don't live up to the com-
mitments.”

The source added that the
warning extends to “other

DEMONSTRATORS PROTEST in Tel Aviv last night, calling for the release of hostages held in the
Gaza Strip by Hamas, outside the Kirya hilitary headquarters. The sign held reads, in Hebrew,
“Without them, there is no home." (Avshalom Sassoni/Flash90)

SMOKE BILLOWS as buildings lie in ruin in Beit Hanun in the Gaza 5trip, as seen from southern
Israel yesterday. (Kai Pfaffenbach/Reuters)

negotiations” that could be
“damaged,” possibly hinting
to the fact that the ceasefire
deal in Lebanon might have an
effect on Hamas'’s willingness
to commit to a Gaza ceasefire
and hostage deal.

After January 20, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s
team will supervise the cease-
fire deals. .

POLICE
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Explaining that they have
accompanied Taisia Zamo-
lowski, the primary plaintiff in
the case, for years, the ARCCI
included a statement by her:

“They committed a crime.
In the interrogations, even
in Eyal’s interrogations, in
the disk,” there were crimes
involved.

If the people of Israel were
to see this - it would truly be
an earthquake,” Zamolowski's
statement read.

“You can see the head of the

investigation team hiding the
camera and that they're hiding
the camera together, and then
Eval found it. At a certain point,
Eval asked, ‘Should I go out to
pee now?’ which means the
entire interrogation took place
in the bathroom.”

The ARCCI also highlighted
In its complaint to the comp-
troller the treatment of the vic-
tims by the police - saying that
the girls were investigated as if
they were criminals instead of
victims of offenses.

They were investigated in
handcuffs and threatened with
legal action in order to prevent
them from revealing the whole
truth, the ARCCI said.

The submission of the infor-
mation to the comptroller fol-
lows a first public interview by
Zamolowski.

Now 29, Zamolowski revealed
her identity for the first time
in an interview she had with
investigative journalists Omri
Assenheim and Roni Kuban on
KAN 11, shedding light on her
interactions with Golan and

his father, Daniel Biton.

She accused (zolan, his father,
and their associates of acts of
sexual assault committed
against underage girls as part of
a scheme to force minors into
sexual acts through their con-
nection to the famous singer.

Biton was convicted as part
of a plea bargain in the case,
dubbed the Social Game, and
was sentenced to two years in
prison.

He was also found guilty of
paying the underage girls, giv-
ing them presents in exchange
for sex, and obstruction of jus-
tice. In 2021, he died of COVID-
19. The case against Golan was
closed in May 2023 due to lack
of evidence.

The police responded, say-
ing that “this was a profes-
sional and thorough inves-
tigation conducted covertly
in 2013, during which the
police carried out a wide
range of investigative actions,
including arrests, collecting
testimonies, and confronta-
tions between the complain-

ants and the suspects.”
“Contrary to the claims
made, we emphasize that the
investigation was conducted
with sensitivity, and all the
rights of those who made the
complaints were preserved.
“After the investigation,
which was accompanied by
a supervising prosecutor, the
case was transferred for review
and a decision by the prose-
cution, which filed a serious
indictment against one of the

individuals involved,” they
added.

Tal Spungin contributed to this
report. .
Continued from Page 1

government’s obligation to
work to free them,” the 112-sig-
nature petition read.

(il Dickmann, whose cousin
Carmel Gat was murdered in
captivity with five other hos-
tages after they survived nearly
11 months in Gaza, explained
to The Jerusalem Post why he
signed the petition.

“The petition comes after 15
months in which 100 men and
women remain held hostage in
(Gaza. In Israel, there is a Basic
Law that guarantees every per-
son basic rights - dignity and
freedom. In recent months,
there is growing suspicion that
the Israeli government is prior-
itizing other interests over the
dignity and freedom of the hos-
tages, and even over their very
lives,” he said.

“It indeed the government
prefers to continue the war and
sacrifice the lives of civilians
who could be saved through
a political agreement, it is bla-
tantly violating the rights of
our family members and those
of every citizen in Israel,” he
added. “Today, it sacrifices 100
hostages, and tomorrow, it
could sacrifice any one of us.”

Crat’s rights have already been
violated in the most horrific
way imaginable, he said.

“Instead of reaching a deal to
bring her back, continued mili-
tary operations led to her mur-
der,” he said. “We are petition-
ing the High Court of Justice
because it is the last recourse
left to us after being silenced in
the Knesset and ignored by the
government. We will not allow
the government to decide the
fate of 100 hostages in violation
of the law, values, and mutu-
al responsibility on which our
nation is founded.

“They missed the oppor-
tunity to bring Carmel back.
We will not let them miss the
chance to save hostages again.”

Prof. Barak Medina, one of
the lawyers who submitted the
petition on behalf of hostage
families said human rights laws

are designed, first and foremost,
to protect hostages.

“The government is not per-
mitted to consider only the
interest of security and ignore
the necessity of rescuing the
hostages,” he said. “Judicial
oversight is needed to ensure
that the government gives
appropriate weight to the fate
of the hostages.”

The petition also requested
the court order the government
and Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanvahu to address “why
should it not be determined
that the refusal of the Israeli
government to agree to a deal
for the release of the hostages
held in the Gaza Strip by the
Hamas terrorist organization
unlawfully violates the consti-
tutional rights of the hostag-
es to life, bodily integrity, and
human dignity?”

It further asks the court to
address the question, “Why
should it not be determined
that Israel's government must
decide without delay on con-
ditions for a deal to release the
hostages?”

The petitioners asked that
the High Court set a date to
discuss the petition “due to
the unbearably difficult reality
the hostages and their families
face, and due to the incredi-
bly difficult reality faced by all
Israeli citizens.”

One of the characteristics
of the situation is the “accu-
mulation of data that shows
that the government has not
made a decision but is avoiding
exercising its authority,” which
the petition said amounts to a
failure to protect the hostages
right to life.

The petition said the court
has a role in ensuring the gov-
ernment’s decisions are made
through worthy processes.  +

TODAY
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it is unlikely that all of them
will respect the orders.

Movement for Quality Gov-
ernment chairman Eliad Shra-
ga said the IDF was caving to
“political pressures” by not
presenting the real numbers
that it really needs and that the
military had yet to file relevant
numbers ahead of today’s hear-
ing.

According to Shraga, the IDF
is engaging in “three cycles of
deception” - the real numbers
of combat soldiers the IDF
needs; the number of haredim
the IDF is capable of drafting,
and the actual draft numbers.

Shraga said the number of
haredim actually being drafted
were in fact not haredim, but
rather people who grew up in
haredi society but no longer
belonged to it. .
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Jewish, Israeli leaders propose North America
venue for hockey tourney after Aussies cancel

* Jerusalem Post Sports Staff

Amid challenges in hosting the 2025
IIHF World Championship Division
[TA, Jewish and Israeli hockey lead-
ers have united to propose relocating
the tournament to a premier venue in
North America.

This move comes after Australia’s ice
hockey federation recently canceled
the planned international tournament,
alluding to safety concerns linked to
the participation of the Israeli nation-
al team. The cancellation highlights
broader issues faced by Israeli athletes
on the global stage.

Ice Hockey Australia (IHA) announced
on Tuesday that the event, scheduled to
take place in Melbourne in April, was
canceled following consultations with
local police and participating venues.
Although the IHA’s statement did not
explicitly mention Israel, local media
reported that safety concerns over Team
Israel’s attendance were central to the
decision.

“The decision was primarily made to
ensure the safety and security of ath-
letes, volunteers, spectators, and other
participants,” the IHA stated.

For weeks, rumors have circulated
that European teams have been delay-
ing their flight bookings to attend the
championship. However, it was the
Israeli national team’s general manag-
er, Felix Kozak, who first addressed the
plavers’ safety concerns.

“Australia is generally a safe country,”
Kozak noted. “There was zero security
in Croatia when we last competed in
the World Championship, and mini-
mal security in Serbia last year — we had
just one Serbian guard with a pistol,”
he said.

The development follows a rise in
antisemitic incidents across Australia,
prompting the creation of a national
antisemitism task force. Among other
occurrences of antisemitism, the
December arson terrorist attack at the
Adass Israel Synagogue of Melbourne
in Ripponlea, a suburb of Melbourne,
stands out.

Beyond sports, numerous plans and
events in Australia - affecting both Arab

ISRAEL'S NATIONAL team hopes to compete at the Division IIA World Championships,

though the location of the tournament is still up in the air after Australia backed out of
hosting, reportedly related to the blue-and-white’s participation. (Senya Alman/Courtesy)

and Jewish communities - have been
canceled, highlighting the region’s sen-
sitivity to protests.

“The protests and anti-Israel activities
in Melbourne have escalated signifi-
cantly since we won the bid to host the
championship, raising serious concerns
about the safety and security of the
event,” stated Ryan O'Handley, Presi-
dent of the Ice Hockey Australia, in an
email sent to his board on December 28.
“Victoria Police has informed us that
there is a high likelihood of an incident
occurring during the championship
due to the growing anti-Israel sentiment
in Melbourne,” the email read.

The newly formed Organizing Com-
mittee in North America aims to pro-
vide a solution for the 2025 champi-
onship by hosting the event at a world-
class venue on the Eastern Coast of the
United States. Mikhael Horowitz, for-
mer CEO of the Ice Hockey Federation
of Israel, emphasized the importance of
this effort.

“We see this as an opportunity to take
a lower-level championship, typically
held in small venues, and bring it to a
grand stage in North America. This isn’t
just about solving a problem; it's about
inspiring players and growing the sport
globally,” he said.

The committee’s proposal leverages
its extensive experience, including the
upcoming Israel Elite Hockey League
(IEHL) showcase game at UBS Arena in
New York this March between teams
from Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The pro-
posed venue offers top-tier facilities and
easy access for teams and fans, ensuring
an exceptional environment for interna-
tional hockey. To address travel concerns,
the committee and sponsors also plan to
subsidize transportation costs for partici-
pating teams, removing financial barriers
and ensuring full participation.

“The Jewish and Israeli hockey com-
munity has always been driven by a
spirit of collaboration and innovation,”
sald a press release from Israel Hock-

ey this week. “This proposal reflects a
unified effort to not only address the
immediate challenges of hosting the
2025 World Championship but to ele-
vate the tournament to new heights by
expanding its global reach.”

The challenges faced by Israeli hock-
ey extend beyond logistics. In recent
months, antisemitic incidents have
increased globally, creating addition-
al hurdles for Israeli athletes. Austra-
lia’s decision to cancel the Melbourne
tournament underscores the broader
security concerns tied to hosting events
involving Israeli teams. Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese described
the cancellation as “unfortunate” but
emphasized that the decision was made
independently by Ice Hockey Australia.

“We're addressing in every single way
possible these issues because we under-
stand that antisemitism is very hurtful for
the Jewish community,” Albanese said.

As the hockey world awaits a decision,
the Organizing Committee remains
optimistic.

“We have reached out directly to the
president of the International Ice Hockey
Federation and are hopeful that the coun-
cil will discuss and vote to approve our
proposal. We have approximately four
months to finalize the plan,” Horowitz
noted. “With cooperation and commit-
ment, we can provide an unforgettable
experience for players and fans.”

Despite these challenges, Israeli hock-
ey continues to achieve milestones. The
U20 team will compete in Serbia this
January after winning gold last year,
moving up to a higher division. The
women's national team is also set to
compete in February, reflecting the
country’s growing presence in interna-
tional hockey.

Horowitz noted that these accom-
plishments underscore the resilience of
the Israeli hockey community.

“This isn't just about Israel hosting
in North America; it’s about creating a
shared vision to overcome obstacles and
elevate the tournament’s stature,” he said.

The Jewish and Israeli hockey com-
munities are ready to rise to the occa-
sion, turning challenges into opportu-
nities to grow the sport and celebrate its
unifying spirit.
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Beitar’s upset, Mac TA’s rout, Melamed

LOCAL SOCCER

= By JOSHUA HALICKMAN

Beitar Jerusalem shocked
Maccabi Haifa with a thrilling
3-1 Israel Premier League victo-
ry on Monday night at Sammy
Ofer Stadium.

After a mostly uneventful
first half, the game erupted
into action just before half-
time. Deep into first-half stop-
page time, Yarden Shua’s cross,
intended for Mayron George,
struck Ilay Feingold’s hand in
the box, earning Beitar a pen-
alty. Shua’s initial spot kick was
saved by Sharif Kaiuf, but the
forward buried the rebound to
give the visitors a 1-0 lead.

As the teams headed to
the locker rooms, Haifa's Ali
Muhammed received a yellow
card for protesting to the refer-
ee. Muhammed continued his
complaints and was promptly
shown a red card, leaving the
(sreens to play the second half
with only 10 men.

Beitar sought to capitalize
on their numerical advan-
tage, but their goalkeeper,
Miguel Silva, fouled Dia 5aba
just outside the box and was
also sent off, reducing Beitar
to 10 men as well.

Haifa equalized in the 67th
minute through Kenny Saief,
but Ayl Kangani restored Beit-
ar’s lead just minutes later. Pat-
rick Twumasi sealed the victory
in the 88th minute with an
insurance goal.

Beitar coach Barak Itzhaki
expressed his delight, calling
it a “character victory.” He
praised his players for their
resilience in a challenging
match.

“There is never a dull moment
here, and the pressure is
immense,” he said. “Winning
under these circumstances,
especially at Sammy Ofer, shows
the kind of team we have.”

Haifa coach Barak Bachar
lamented his team’s missed
opportunities and tactical mis-

steps.

.......

BEITAR |ERUSALEM players celebrate on the pitch following their surprise 3-1 road victory against
Maccabi Haifa late Monday night at Sammy Ofer Stadium. (Beitar Jerusalem/Courtesy)

“At 1-1, we had excellent
momentum and could have
won the game,” he said.
“But we took too many risks,
didn’t control the pace, and
paid the price.”

Maccabi Tel Aviv demol-
ished Ashdod 5C 5-1, over-
turning a 1-0 halftime deficit
with an explosive second-half
performance.

Roie Levy had given Ashdod
a surprising lead, but goals
from Dor Peretz, Eran Zaha-
vi, Osher Davida, and Dor
Turgeman turned the game on
its head. Peretz scored twice,
while Davida played a pivotal
role with a goal and an assist.

Maccabi coach Zarko Lazetic
credited his players for their
response but criticized their
first-half performance.

“We underestimated our
opponents, missed chances,
and were complacent,” he
said. “In the second half, we
were focused and clinical.”

Ashdod coach Eli Levy

admitted his team collapsed
after conceding the first goal.

“We prepared well, but
once we were down 2-1, we
fell apart,” he said. “Maccabi
is not in our league. We need
to strengthen our squad and
improve.”

Hapoel Beersheba secured a
2-1 win over Hapoel Hadera to
maintain its spot at the top of
the table.

Alon Turgeman scored early
with a header, and Kings
Kangwa doubled the lead.
Omer Senior pulled one back
for Hadera in injury time, but
it was too late for the hosts.

Beersheba coach Ron Kozuk
expressed relief at the win
despite his team’s sluggish
play.

“We didn’t adhere to our
principles and allowed Hade-
ra to control the pace,” he
said. “We need to create faster
gameplay despite the oppo-
nent’s tactics.”

Hadera coach Asaf Nimi

said his team failed to capi-
talize on their opportunities,
especially in the first half. “We
were always in the game but
couldn’t finish it off,” he said.

Hapoel Haifa thrashed Mac-
cabi Petah Tikva 5-1, with Guy
Melamed scoring a hat-trick to
lead the Carmel Reds to victory.

Melamed struck twice in
the first half, and after Vitalie
Damascan reduced the deficit,
Theimoko Diarra restored Hai-
fa’s two-goal cushion. Darma-
me Salou and Melamed added
further goals to complete the
rout.

Haifa coach Rony Levy
praised his team’s response
after a previous loss.

“We played positive football,
made quality moves, and were
very committed,” he said.

Petah Tikva coach Tamir
Luzon was visibly frustrated,
calling his team’s performance
a mental breakdown.

“We can lose, but not like
this,” he said. “The third goal

broke us, and that has hap-
pened too often this season.”

Melamed, the league’s top
scorer, expressed pride in his
performance and ambition to
continue excelling.

“My goal is to be the league’s
top scorer, but nothing is guar-
anteed,” he said. “I aspire to
play at the highest levels and
will make the best decisions
for my future.”

Maccabi Netanya edged
Ironi Kiryat Shmona 1-0
thanks to a dramatic 91st-min-
ute winner from 17-year-old
Daniel Dapaah.

Netanya coach Yossi Abuka-
sis praised the young striker’s
impact.

“On days like this, scoring
late shows great character. The
players deserve all the credit.”

Kiryat Shmona coach Shay
Barda said his tearmn needed to
respect the game and recover
from their struggles.

“We're not playing well, but
we have to continue working
hard,” he said.

Bnei Reineh and Hapoel Jeru-
salem played to a goalless draw,
with both teams splitting the
points.

Reineh coach Sharon Mimer
described the game as tough
and evenly matched.

“Both sides cancel each other
out, making it hard to create
chances,” he said.

Jerusalem coach Ziv Arie
admitted his team played cau-
tiously.

“We are all afraid to make
mistakes, especially when we
haven't won in a while.”

Bnei Sakhnin and Ironi Tibe-
rias also played to a goalless
draw.

Tiberias coach Eliran Hodei-
da felt his team deserved to win
based on their chances.

“We shut them down and
created opportunities,” he said.

Sakhnin coach Slobodan
Drapid acknowledged his
team’s struggles against defen-
sive opponents.

“In games like this, we need
quality to capitalize on small
chances,” he said.

Liverpool wary of Spurs in League Cup

Tottenham Hotspur are a dangerous opponent and Liverpool
will have to work to prevent them from enforcing their style of
play when the sides meet on Wednesday in a League Cup semi-

final first-leg clash, said manager Arne Slot.

Liverpool and Spurs employ aggressive and attacking brands
of soccer, with the last match between the sides in December
resulting in a thrilling 6-3 win for the Merseyside club.

With both teams having scored more than 40 goals in the
Premier League, another goalfest could be on the cards.

“We expect before we go into the game is that two teams have
such a clear identity and playing style. Both teams are trying to
force that identity towards the other,” Slot told reporters ahead of
the match at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.

“Large parts of the away game two weeks ago we could show
our identity. But they in large parts showed how good they are.
Scoring three goals against us is a big compliment.”

The Dutch manager also once again defended Trent Alexan-
der-Armold, after the right back drew some criticism from pundits
for his performance in their 2-2 draw with Manchester United
amid reports of a move to Real Madirid.

“Parts of our game we weren't completely happy with. It
wasn’'t only Trent, there were more things we could have done
better. Trent didn’t play his best game, but some others also
didn’t play their best.

“If you play 50, 60 games in a season, one of them won't be
your best performance. Maybe we should highlight these players
are playing so well despite playing twiceinaweek.”  +Reuters

Giannis leads Bucks to rout of Raptors

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 11 points, 12 rebounds and 13
assists in only 29 minutes — the reduced minutes due in partto a
cut he suffered during the game — and the visiting Milwaukee
Bucks trounced the Toronto Raptors 128-104 on Monday night.

Damian Lillard had 15 of his 25 points in the third quarter for
the Bucks, who were coming off two straight home losses and
led by as many as 33 points in the fourth quarter.

It was Antetokounmpo’s fourth triple-double of the season and
the 49th of his career. He had a cut finger that was treated during
the game. He was able to continue until the game was under
control, and he sat for the fourth quarter.

R) Barrett had 25 points, nine rebounds and five assists for
Toronto after missing three games with an iliness. With his return,
the Raptors had their projected starting lineup together for the
first time this season.

Elsewhere, DeMar DeRozan poured in nine of his game-high
30 points in the second overtime, helping the Sacramento Kings
outlast the visiting Miami Heat 123-118 in double-overtime for
their fifth straight win under interim coach Doug Christie.

After missed shots and free throws dominated the final seconds
of regulation and the first overtime, the teams were still tied — at
117-all - in the second extra session before DeRozan hit three
shots, the third an 18-ooter that opened up a five-point lead with
just 12.8 seconds to play.

Domantas Sabonis put up a triple-double for the Kings with 21
points, a game-high 18 rebounds and a game-high 11 assists to
go along with three blocks.

Also, Cade Cunningham had 32 points and nine assists as the
host Detroit Pistons won their season-high fourth straight game
with a 118-115 victory over the Portland Trail Blazers, with Israeli
Deni Avdija scoring 14 points in a losing cause. * Reuters
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Reducing
dependence

uch has surprised Israelis in the post-October
M 7 world.
They were surprised by the Houthi threat
2,000 km. away in Yemen. They were surprised by the
degree, depth, and intensity of antisemitism in the West.
And they were surprised that the Jewish state was depen-
dent on basic munitions - rifles, artillery shells, mortars,
and bombs - from outside sources, primarily the US.

For many, the last surprise came as a jolt. Granted, Isra-
el needed the US for major weapons platforms like fighter
jets, aerial refueling aircraft, and heavy-lift helicopters.
But for bombs and mortars? Wasn't that a throwback to a
bygone era, to the pre- and early-state days when Zionist
arms merchants scoured the world looking for machine
guns, mortars, and refitted planes to bring back to Israel?

Hadn't Israel, now one of the world's leading exporters
of arms selling state-of-the-art weaponry around the
globe, moved past that?

Apparently not, as report after report appeared in
the media about one country or another embargoing
the sale of arms to Israel, and the Biden administration
slow-walking the supply of certain armaments - while
providing billions of dollars of other weapons - because
of a discomfort with the way Israel was waging the war.

This became painfully evident on March 1, when three
soldiers were killed and 14 others were wounded in a boo-
by-trap explosion in a building in Khan Yunis.

In the debate that followed the incident over why the
[DF sent in troops to destroy the building, rather than
doing it from the air, one explanation was that the IDF
was reserving the type of bomb that would have been
needed to level the building for other operations. In
other words, Israel was afraid of running out of bombs,
and the IDF was carefully monitoring its supply of ord-
nance to be able to fight a long war on numerous fronts.

The long-term danger of this type of dependence on
the US for arms became even acutely evident in Novem-
ber, when 5en. Bernie Sanders sponsored three bills that
would have embargoed future arms sales to Israel, includ-
ing the sale of Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM)
bomb guidance kits that turn “dumb” bombs into preci-
sion-guided ones, as well as tank and mortar shells.

Though the bills were roundly defeated, about one-
third of Democratic senators voted for the measures,
something that justifiably causes concern when consid-
ering whether the US will continue to be as forthcoming
in its sale of arms to Israel a decade from now.

It is for that reason that the signing on Tuesday of two
deals worth NIS 1 billion with Elbit Systems is so wel-
come. One deal will provide the military with thousands
of heavy bombs, and the other will build a facility to
produce raw energetic materials - all previously import-
ed - that are essential for manufacturing propellants and
explosives for rockets and missiles.

We believe that anything that advances greater arms
and weapon independence is to be applauded.

“Both agreements will ensure sovereign capability in
producing bombs and munitions,” said Defense Minis-
try Director-General Eyal Zamir, adding that the aim is
to “achieve full independence in these two areas” which
would be “a central lesson from the war that will enable
the [DF to continue operating powerfully in all theaters.”

Already in December, the Defense Ministry’s procure-
ment division launched a local tender to purchase tens
of thousands of assault rifles to replace the USs-made M4.

Additionally, it explored establishing the first-ever local
production line of one-ton bombs, a type whose delivery
from the US was delayed due to disagreements over how
the war was being conducted in Gaza. In addition, the
Defense Ministry signed another large contract with
Elbit in the summer for the supply of artillery and tank
shells that were previously procured abroad.

The war has underlined Israel’s dependence on arms
from abroad, overwhelmingly from the US. No coun-
try, especially not one of Israel’s size, can attain full
weapons independence. But at the same time, this can
be reduced in order to decrease the amount of leverage
other nations - even friendly ones like the US - can have
on Israel’s decision-making process in times of war. Tues-
day’s announcement of the contract with Elbit moves
the country in the right direction.

Strategic threats change

A reminder for the new year

* By GOL KALEV

sity lecture, the elderly

British professor, Bernard
Lewis, surprised the audience:
One day, Turkey and Iran
might switch; Turkey could
become like [ran, and Iran like
Turkey.

This was met with giggles
and smiles by the crowd,
which included Israeli busi-
ness leaders, politicians, and
academics. After all, Turkey is
our ally, a member of NATO,
which was on a trajectory to
become part of the European
Union. This was while Iran was
trying to build its stockpile of
weapons of mass destruction,
acquire nuclear capabilities,
and tighten its reign on the
Middle East through proxies.

I shared Lewis's comments
in think tank discussions in
New York about a series of
position papers I authored on
the transformation of Judaism
- a precursor to my 2022 book,
Judaism 3.0: Judaism’s Transfor-
mation to Zionism.

We connected the two seem-
ingly unrelated topics, as we
were both talking about a seis-
mic shift of a strategic threat.
Lewis was warning about
a potential seismic shift of a
physical threat: [ was warning
about a potential seismic shift
of an ideological threat.

As Zionism is becoming the
organizing principle of Juda-
ism, the threat to the survival
of Judaism is shifting from tra-
ditional antisemitism to Isra-
el-bashing and anti-Zionism.
Indeed, some 15 years later,
more people are concluding
that we are in the midst of such
shifts, on both those fronts.

I n a 2009 Tel Aviv Univer-

IN THE LAST two months of
2024, Iran suffered a significant
blow to its grip on the Middle
East and is now facing serious

e Ery

-

TURKISH PRESIDENT Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) meets with Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian on the sidelines of the D-8 Summit in Cairo, last month. In a 2009 Tel Aviv
University lecture, Prof. Bernard Lewis stated: Turkey could become like Iran, and Iran like
Turkey. (Turkish Presidential Press Office/Reuters)

external and domestic survival
challenges. At the same time,
Turkey, which is no longer a
Europe-facing liberal country,
Is expanding its influence in
the Middle East, including
through a new apparent proxy
in Syria.

Some experts believe that we
are heading toward a change
from a Middle East based on
two enemy powers — Israel and
Iran - toward a very different
Middle East based on Israel and
Turkey as its power bases.

Also, during the last two
months of 2024, we saw a
sharp escalation of the threat
to Judaism from the West, fun-
neled through the Israel-bash-
ing ideology.

The November 2024 Inter-
national Criminal Court arrest

warrants against leaders of
the Jewish state, along with
instilling a modern-day blood
libel that Israel soldiers are
partaking in deliberate star-
vation of Palestinians, are just
two examples. The immedi-
ate affirmation of these blood
libels by European countries,
along with pledges to collabo-
rate with efforts to arrest Israeli
Jews, is another.

And vet, just as there has not
been sufficient focus during
the last 15 vears on Lewis's
warning of a possible seismic
shift of focus from Iran to Tur-
key, there is not sufficient focus
on the possible seismic shift of
the strategic threat - from the
Middle East to the West.

I SPENT the last month of 2024

on a Us tour for my latest book,
The Assaulton Judaism: The Exis-
tential Threat is Coming from
the West. Offering new strat-
egies to counter the threat, I
received occasional push-back
for drawing the attention of
decision-makers and influenc-
ers to an amorphous ideolog-
ical threat coming from the
West, at a time when [srael is
facing a serious physical threat
from Iran and its proxies: Mis-
siles are coming in daily, Israeli
soldiers are being killed every
week, and over 100 hostages
are still held in Gaza. Let Isra-
el win the physical war first,
and then launch vour book.
“This is a 2025-2026, post-war
book,” I was advised.
Thankfully, many people to
whom [ presented the book

chose to address its ideas: We
are in the midst of a fast-mov-
ing, multi-front attempt to
negate the idea of the Jewish
state, and through it, the idea
of Judaism. Western opinions
are being formed day after day.
If we wait till after the physical
war is over, it might be too late.

Lewis was born during
World War [, when the Otto-
man Empire still existed, and
passed away in 2018. Learning
from him, we should under-
stand the depth of long-term
processes and not just analyze
what is evident on the surface.

As discussed in this column,
the assault on Judaism from
the West is a byproduct of
the 2,300-year-old European
opposition to Judaism, which
Theodor Herzl, the visionary
of Zionism, deemed as chron-
ic. The 1948 establishment of
the Jewish state did not end
this feud; it merely provided
a tangible vehicle to funnel
the opposition by Europe and
those who adhere to European
ideology.

The Western assault on
Judaism is also a proxy for
an assault on America and
should be treated as a US
national security issue. As the
new administration is about
to assume power, a fresh look
at the threat-map facing the
United States and its allies is
needed.

With new, non-obvious
threats emerging, dynam-
ic strategies should be put in
place to counter them.

The writer is the author of a
new book, The Assault on Juda-
ism: The Existential Threat Is
Coming from the West. He
is chairman of the Judaism 3.0
Think Tank and author of Juda-
ism 3.0: Judaism’s Transforma-
tion to Zionism (Judaism-Zi-
onism.com). His geopolitical
articles are featured on Europe-
AndJerusalem.com.
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* By YISRAEL MEDAD

n January 18, 1923, Vladimir
O Ze'ev Jabotinsky resigned as a

member of the Zionist Organi-
zation’s executive council. In doing so,
he created the political right wing in
Zionist and Israel politics.

He was annoyed that his negotiations
with agents of the Ukrainian military
commander Symon Petliura had been
misrepresented, as his purpose was sole-
ly to assure the security and defense of
the Jews in the areas of pogroms.

He was also angry that Dr. Chaim
Weizmann agreed to Winston Chur
chill’s interpretation of the Balfour
Declaration, set forth in the June 1922
White Paper. The loss of Transjordan
and the introduction of the “econom-
ic capacity” measure signified to Jabo-
tinsky the weakening of the Mandate's
purpose.

He wished to advance changes in the
Palestine administration, whose officials
he deemed anti-Zionist, and to create a
firmer Zionist attitude toward the Brit-
ish government. He sought, too, a more
unyielding stance toward the Arabs after
the 1920 and 1921 riots. “England has
not fulfilled its Mandate” was his rally-
ing cry.

Shortly thereafter, Jabotinsky's camp
was ostracized. Throughout the Man-
date period, immigration rights, settle-
ment land allowances, and employment
opportunities of members of Betar were
severely curtailed. During the period
of the revolt against England’s White
Paper administration during the 1940s,
members of the Irgun were kidnapped
by Palmah cadres, subjected to violence.
Many dozens were handed over to the
British during the “saison” period. And
then, on June 22, 1948, there was the
Altalena affair off Tel Aviv's beachfront,
which started at Kfar Vitkin two days
earlier, when Irgun members were fired
upon and killed.

The shunning, turning the Zionist
Right into the ultimate “other,” politi-
cally, socially, and economically, set in
motion a psychological mindset among
[srael’s cultural elite. On the one side
were the halutzim, the Palmahniks, the
socialists, all those symbolized in the
line of Haim Guri’s poem-turned-song

What irks Israel’s right wing?

L 28

FAMILY MEMBERS of Eli Feldstein attend a Supreme Court hearing on his house
arrest last month. His detainment and interrogation didn’t upset any of our
liberals, the writer complains. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

“Camaraderie”: “those of the elegant
forelock, the handsome.” On the other
were the sourpuss bourgeoisie, ignorant
immigrants from Arab lands, and terror-
ists of the motley crew led by a “fascist.”

Throughout the 1950s and into the
1960s, the Histadrut’s hegemonic dom-
ination not only of Israel’s economy but
its theater, movies, and book publish-
ing, and the media’s labeling of Begin
as the ultimate extremist, largely denied
members of the right-wing senior jobs
as well as senior positions in the govern-
ment bureaucracy or advancement in
many other sectors. The various forms
of exclusion eventually became potent
political and social leverage.

In today’s Israel, despite the Likud vic-
tory in 1977 and government coalition
dominance since, a perceived assumed
privilege by the remnants of the Ash-
kenarzi, secular, and liberal elites is seen
by the right-wing camp. It is found, it is
claimed, in the behavior of the media,
the judicial system, and academia as an
echo of those earlier times.

The predominance of military veter-
ans in the various protest movements
against the Likud-led governments since
Amir Haskel’s 2016 initiative leading to
the 2020 Balfour Street demonstrations,

exploiting their ranks and service, grates
their sensitivities. The High Court for
Justice also provides fodder, extend-
ing its self-assumed privilege to act as a
semi-legislator body.

Particular antipathy is directed to
the State Attorney’s Office ever since
the various corruption charges were
brought against Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu. It has only increased,
not only as the courtroom testimonies
have shown how weak their cases are
(one of the original four was withdrawn
and in another, the judges already indi-
cated its criminal unsubstantiality).

But there’s a deeper aversion that
exists, the one directed at the state's
attorney-general and the military advo-
cate-general.

Both are seen as principled contrary to
the government, seeking to insert sticks
into the spokes of its wheels at every
opportunity. For example, only a year
after being asked by the Knesset speak-
er to investigate MK Gilad Kariv's sus-
pected illegal leaking of a subcommit-
tee deliberation has Gali Baharav-Miara
responded that her office has begun to
do so.

Prime Minister Netanyahu's requests
that her office investigate cabinet leaks

months ago have been ignored and
overlooked. On the other hand, with-
in days of a television report that Sara
Netanyahu organized protests at her
Caesarea neighbors’ house via an aide,
a questionable “crime,” Baharav-Miara’s
office announced it had instructed the
police to investigate.

In another instance, Maj.-Gen. Yifat
Tomer-Yerushalmi, the military advo-
cate-general, has yet to deal with the
leaking of what has been shown to be
a faked video clip of a supposed forcible
rape of a Nukhba prisoner at the Sde
Teiman detention center. As it could
only have originated in a very small
number of people, all within the system,
it is baffling that no investigation has
developed.

The damage caused by the clip’s pre-
sentation by Channel 12's Guy Peleg,
especially as regards Israel’s “human
rights crimes,” was enormous. But no
one seems to be moved to pursue the
leakers. The clip affected in a negative
fashion Israel’s ability to protect the hos-
tages from Hamas anger and the inter-
national tribunal. And vet not a peep

from them to get at the bottom of the
matter.

Add to this the detainment and inter-
rogation of leakers Eli Feldstein and Ari
Rosenteld, on the other hand, and the
unexplained delay of more than a year
in the case of the suspected-but-forgot-
ten spy who infiltrated top-secret con-
sultations at the Southern Command
base. Are double standards at work?

The media-orchestrated attention
focused on Israel’s government, and
its head, as the sole elements responsi-
ble for the lack of the release of Israel’s
hostages who were taken by Hamas on
October 7, 2023, also irked. From US
President Joe Biden to Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and on down, all insist
Hamas is the guilty party in the negoti-
ations’ failure. Nevertheless, talk show
hosts and interviewers all concentrate
their questions to their guests on Net-
anyahu and what he has done or hasn’t
done.

[s it really only the right wing that has
been irked? And if so, why?

The writer is a researcher, analyst, and
commentator on political, cultural, and
media issues.
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Our leaders’ boorishness

Can our soldiers’ selflessness save us?

CENTER FIELD
+ By GIL TROY

apologized. He claims to regret

his manipulations that dragged
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
from his hospital bed shortly after
prostate surgery and pulled MK Boaz
Bismuth from his mother’s shiva.
Both came to the Knesset to pass leg-
islation the coalition deemed critical.
While defying coalition discipline,
Ben-Gvir refused to find legislators
to “offset” these legitimate absences.

Ben-Gvir's apology sits on Hypoc-
risy Highway, where “too little”
meets “too late.” Clearly, the coali-
tion blowback he received pressured
him to take a rare step back - or side-
ways. 5till, he behaved reprehensibly.

With one vote, Ben-Gvir launched
two assaults on the civility our Jew-
ish-democratic state should take for
granted. Can anyone, no matter how
anti-Bibi, look at the pictures of our
pale, ailing prime minister while
voting, and not feel badly for him?
Can anyone, Right or Left, look at
the pictures of our pale, ailing prime
minister forced to vote by his own
Frankenstein, and not feel badly for
us?

Then, equally outrageously, the
same parliamentary chest-pounders
force another coalition colleague to
disrupt the seven-day mourning for
his mother.

Before the wvote, Likud had
“requested that MK Boaz Bismuth
be offset against an Otzma Yehudit
MK and was answered negatively.”
That’s why Ben-Gvir's apology feels
as sincere as the wolf’s apology after
eating a flock of sheep saying, “I
didn’t realize you needed them for
those sweaters we love!”

[s this the kind of politics we want?
Are these the kind of leaders we
deserve? What kind of moral mag-
gots represent us?

Before the right-besotted Channel
14 fanatics go ballistic, because any-
thing anyone from the Right says or
does is beyond criticism, let me be
clear. The opposition behaved despi-
cably, too. How come there weren't
two politicians of conscience from
the 58 nay votes to say, “Bibi, Boaz,
we got this?”

The two graceful MKs should have
been Benny Gantz and Yair Lapid.
Beyond being the leading opposi-
tion leaders, they launched their
2019 political alliance promising
to elevate Israeli politics. Although
many forces helped them fail, their
callousness last week betrayed their
core principles - again.

S urprisingly, Itamar Ben-Gvir

ISRAELIS ARE obsessed with many
issues we cannot control, especially
the hostages. Even Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken admits it's beyond
us. It's mostly up to Hamas, which,
Blinken claims, hasn't received
enough world pressure. “Where is
the world?” Blinken asked The New

Work on healing

PRIME MINISTER Benjamin Netanyahu sits in the Knesset plenum last
week. He was forced from his hospital bed shortly after prostate surgery in
order to pass legislation the government coalition deemed critical, the
writer notes. (Chaim Goldberg/Flash90)

York Times, telling Hamas: “End
this!”

This debacle, however, was under
Israeli control - and totally avoid-
able. Any two of 58 could have acted
like “mensches” - and also score
political points.

In politics as in life, doing the right
thing often makes you look good,
too. And acting ethically, graciously,
has its own benefits, no matter the
optics.

This moral misfire reflects a broad-
er problem in Israel and the West. In
our hyper-fluid age of doubt, when
s0 many question so much, from
(od’s existence to their own gender
identity, few people question their
own political preferences. The zealot-
ry that once characterized too many
religious people is now polarizing
politics destructively.

Ambiguity, Behaving decently, and
Compromise are the ABCs of dem-
ocratic politics. Living with ambi-
guity welcomes nuance, paradox,
and a healthy confusion into our
world and our political debates. By
behaving decently, we paper over
the tensions we feel, the clashes we
have, the angers that might linger,
with a broader commitment to the
common good - and our shared
liberal-nationalistic journey in any
healthy democracy. And accepting
compromise acknowledges that
most hot button issues are compli-
cated, with good patriots often arriv-
ing at differing conclusions.

ITAMAR BEN-GVIR has become Isra-
el’s exemplar of the brutalization of
politics worldwide. He is Netanya-
hu’s creation, the spoiled child who
inevitably brutalizes the parents who
over-indulged him. He takes Bibi's
take-no-prisoners politics to greater
extremes, without being balanced
by Netanyahu's successes in weaning
Israel from stifling economic bureau-
cracy or, most recently, waging this
war with more determination than
the Americans and the opposition
wanted.

Alas, too angry, vindictive, and

demagogic himself to rest on his
recent diplomatic and military suc-
cesses, Bibi also foments the ugli-
ness. This time, it also backfired on
him. Netanyahu finished 2024 with
a short video defending his wife and
their honor. Attacking the harass-
ment some right-wing politicians
endure, he said, “They chase them
|coalition politicians| in the streets,
they threaten their kids.” He then
blamed the Left for creating “the
real poison machine we face,” insist-
ing, “it’s not just a machine, it's an
industry.”

His complaints are as sincere as
a cheetah professing vegetarianism
amid a herd of antelopes. Netanyahu
clawed his way back into power pow-
ered by his poison industry as his
lackeys harassed MKs and their kids.
No faux indignation can negate that.

[sraeli politics has often lacked
civility. David Ben-Gurion called
Menachem Begin “a Hitlerist type.”
(Golda Meir detested Shulamit Aloni.
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres
squabbled constantly. And most
politicians who served with Moshe
Dayan hated him, for getting away
with indiscretions they never could.

But today’s Knesset antics, during
wartime, with both sides acting hor-
ridly, are inexcusable. They contrast
with the stories of grace, generosity,
civility, patriotism, and unfathom-
able sacrifice we hear describing our
soldiers and reservists.

The gap between such selflessness
and our leaders’ boorishness explains
why some Israelis wish all 120 MKs
would quit politics. And 1 certain-
ly join the chorus hoping that our
younger generation, which has done
such a remarkable job saving us from
our enemies, will jump into politics
when the war ends - and also save us
from ourselves.

The writer, a senior fellow in Zion-
ist thought at the Jewish People Policy
Institute, is an American presidential
historian. His latest book, To Resist
the Academic Intifada: Letters to My
Students on Defending the Zionist
Dream, has just been published.

upon which Israel rests is, for them, occupied territory

Looking beyond the war

« By YOEL HAR-EVEN

focus on the immediate - on sur-

vival, stability, and the resilience
required to get through every day.
Since October 7, 2023, Sheba Med-
ical Center, Israel’s largest medical
center, has been at the forefront of
this effort, providing critical care to
civilians and soldiers alike. But as we
reflect on the present, we must also
look toward the future - the day after
the war ends.

Eventually, like the global reawak-
ening after COVID-19, we will
emerge from this conflict, and with
that comes a profound responsi-
bility: to shape a healthier, better
connected future. As one of the
world’s leading hospitals, we are
uniquely positioned to help chart
that course - because we are much
more than just a hospital. We are a
hub of innovation, research, edu-
cation, outreach, and diplomacy.
Our mission goes beyond healing
within our walls - we are actively
shaping a healthier global future
through five key areas:

I n times of crisis, it's natural to

1. MEDTECH
AND INNOVATION

[nnovation is in our DNA. Over
the past five years, our hospital has
spun out more than 50 start-ups that
are advancing health care globally.
These innovations include new med-
ical devices, digital health solutions,
telemedicine and remote care plat-
forms, and novel mental health care
technologies, including one of the
world’s first Al solutions for PTSD
diagnosis and treatment.

These technologies originate in
Israel but go on to impact millions
globally. They are already changing
patients’ lives worldwide, helping
address some of the most pressing
medical challenges.

As we look to a post-war world,
we remain committed to supporting
entrepreneurs and physicians of all
backgrounds, including those from
the Arab Israeli and Druze commu-
nities, to produce medtech break-
throughs that improve outcomes,
increase access to care, and strength-
en health systems globally.

2. HUMANITARIAN
OUTREACH

Medicine is a global responsibili-
ty, as COVID-19 demonstrated how
the health of one country’s citizens
can have a domino effect across the
world. While we remain steadfast in
our commitment to serving the peo-
ple of Israel, our mission extends to
underserved populations across the
globe.

In moments of crisis, whether
natural disaster or conflict, we have
been there providing medical care,
resources, and expertise to those in
need, in Ukraine, Haiti, Italy, Samoa,
Mozambique, and other locations.

This dedication elevates not only
our institution but also our nation.
Where others see crisis, Israel sees a
chance to lend a hand and help. It

Destroyed by Hamas
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Bridging divides through medicine

THE WRITER (left) meets with Albania’s Prime Minister Edi Rama.
‘Through our hospital’s efforts in medical diplomacy, we have fostered
partnerships with leaders, governments, and institutions worldwide,”
says the writer. (Courtesy Sheba Medical Center)

serves as a reminder that compassion
and care transcend borders and divi-
sions, fostering goodwill and cooper-
ation across countries, peoples, and
faiths.

3. MEDICAL RESEARCH

With more than 200 PhDs among
our staff, our hospital rivals even the
most prestigious academic institu-
tions. Our commitment to research
has allowed us to preempt and tack-
le some of the world’s most urgent
medical challenges - from brain
health and kidney disease to infec-
tious outbreaks and more.

A prime example is The Sheba
Pandemic Preparedness Research
Institute (SPRI), which collaborated
with the National Institute of Health
(NIH) on global research and pre-
paredness during COVID-19. We
are now applying that knowledge
to future pandemics like West Nile
virus, developing countermeasures
such as vaccines and monoclonal
antibodies.

Our research efforts are not con-
fined to theoretical discoveries. They
are designed to be applied in real-
world settings and drive meaningful
change in patient outcomes. We are
committed to utilizing every asset
and mind at our disposal to make
breakthroughs that benefit human-
ity.

4. MEDICAL EDUCATION

As the global population grows
and health care systems become
increasingly complex, the need for
well-trained, multidisciplinary pro-
fessionals has never been greater.
Our hospital has embraced this chal-
lenge, expanding beyond traditional
medical training to include new pro-
grams for counselors, art therapists,
technicians, and more.

Through unique simulation pro-
grams with live actors and modern
education techniques, we are not
only preparing the next generation
of health care providers within Israel
but also supporting training efforts
globally. Our goal is to ensure a

steady supply of skilled professionals
who can address the rapidly evolving
needs of patients.

5. MEDICAL DIPLOMACY

Perhaps one of the most profound
aspects of medicine is its power to
unite. Disease does not discriminate
by language, religion, or culture, and
the pursuit of health offers a univer-
sal commeon ground.

Through our hospital’s efforts in
medical diplomacy, we have fostered
partnerships with leaders, govern-
ments, and institutions worldwide
— from meeting with the pope to
collaborating with officials in Alba-
nia, Kosovo, Somaliland, the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, the Palestin-
ian Authority, and many others.

These bridges extend beyond polit-
ical divides, opening opportunities
for collaboration that can benefit
populations. In our own region and
beyond, the potential for medicine
to serve as a tool for peace and prog-
ress is immense, and we are commit-
ted to advancing it.

A HEAITHIER TOMORROW

As we continue to navigate the
challenges of today, we do so with a
clear vision for tomorrow. Our hos-
pital is more than a place of healing
— it is a catalyst for innovation, an
example for humanitarian outreach,
a leader in research, an educator of
future professionals, and a builder
of bridges.

We embrace the responsibility to
create a healthier, more connected
future not only for Israel but for the
world. Together, we will not only
get through this war but emerge
stronger, carrying with us the les-
sons of resilience, unity, and hope
that have defined our journey, as we
look toward the horizon of a brighter
future.

The writer, an IDF Lt.-Col. {res.), is
the director of the International Division
and Resource Development at Sheba
Medical Center, Israel’s largest medical
center. He served in the Israel Defense
Forces for 27 years.

strengthen and enforce their codes of conduct,

There is no question that it is the right of families of
hostages and other October 7 victims to express their
pain and be heard (“Oct./7 families demand a better
Knesset welcome,” January 7). By listening to their des-
perate cries, we share in their grief and possibly thereby
subtract from their ongoing pain.

That being said, there can be guidelines for public
expression especially when safety is concerned. What is
really disgraceful is the piggybacking on the families’
pain by political figures for their own political gain.

It is time to put political rancor aside and support our
government’s attempts to free the hostages from the
Hamas captivity and work on healing our total body

politic.

Shown the door

Regarding “Trudeau tells Canadians he’s stepping
down” (January 7): In Trudeau’s resignation, another
leftist woke regime is shown the door. It’s too early for
the same to befall Prime Minister Starmer in the UK but
he and his party are heading toward that precipice.

STEPHEN VISHNICK
Tel Aviv

MARION REISS
Beit Shemesh

Perennial enemies

In “Will Trump seize the opportunity?” (January 6),
Alon Ben-Meir writes that “any effort that could lead to
a two-state solution will face vehement Israeli resis-
tance, which can be mitigated once Israelis come to
terms with the fact that their ultimate national security
rests on the establishment of a Palestinian state.” When
will Ben-Meir and people of his ilk realize that the Pales-
tinians are our perennial enemies?

Hate for the Jews is ingrained in their DNA. The land

and will remain so forever. If he believes this will
change in the next 300 years, he can only be described
as a naive thinker. What we need to do is accuse PA
head Mahmoud Abbas of fuelling the hatred against
us, which he does by paying his people to kill us. We
are too lenient. All those taking part in terror acts
against Israelis should be sent to the Palestinian camps
outside of Israel, no exceptions.

Once they realize what’s in store for them, then,
maybe, there will be a change of heart. The Palestinians
see us as the weak nation we are, trying to get people
rooted in hatred to become our friends. They under-
stand only toughness. Any soft tone, like giving them a
state, is weakness. May Ben-Meir see the light soon.

EDMUND JONAH
Something different

Rishon Lezion

In “West Bank terrorism: The perpetual fight” (Janu-
ary 7), Herb Keinon reminds us after the latest wanton
murder of three innocents that the unending battle
against terrorism in Judea and Samaria goes on. Maybe
it's time to try something different in this simmering
war — invoking the death penalty.

Yes there will be calls from the UN and the interna-
tional Left against institutionalizing the taking of anoth-
er life, but there is much to be said for it. We will soon,
please God, begin to get our hostages back. Yet there is
a heavy price to be paid with the release of terrorists
who have blood on their hands and who will then con-
tinue their murderous activities. Exhibit A is the Sinwar
and 1000+ others/Schalit exchange carried out in 2011.

The death penalty may or may not reduce terrorism,
but it will save Jewish lives. “If a person kills a human
being, that person shall be put to death.” (Leviticus
24:17)

FRED EHRMAN
Ra’anana

Regarding “UN’s Albanese: Medical staff should
cut ties with Israel” (January 2): Francesca Alba-
nese is correct — Gaza's health care system has
been destroyed. However, it isn’t Israel which is
responsible; Gaza's health care system was
destroyed by Hamas, which embedded its exten-
sive network of terror tunnels so deeply amid the
Gazan populace that mosques, schools, residenc-
es, businesses and hospitals all became legitimate
military targets as those buildings are used to
store weapons and munitions and as command
centers and missile launching sites.

In accusing Israel of genocide, Albanese is tell-
ing terrorists that violating the rules of armed
combat and placing civilians at risk is an effective
way to prevent nations which have been attacked
from responding and fighting to prevent further
attacks on their own people. In short, Albanese is
endorsing what West Point’s Major John Spencer,
a recognized expert on urban warfare, calls
“human sacrifice.” In working to guarantee that
Israel’s exemplary efforts to avoid harming civil-
ians will be less than 100% effective, Hamas has
gone much further than using the Gazans as
human shields.

TOBY F. BLOCK
Atlanta

Critical steps

In “New approaches to Israel advocacy” (Janu-
ary 6), Prof. Todd Pittinsky raises some important
points, but he fails to recognize a number of criti-
cal steps that Hillel has taken to reduce antisemi-
tism on campus, and empower students in coun-
tering rampant demonization of Israel.

As president and CEO of Hillel International, let
me share just a few examples of our impact.
We've worked to ensure that universities

which has contributed to a significant decline in
the number of acts of harassment, intimidation,
and discrimination targeting Jewish and lsraeli
students. Hillel’s Israel Leadership Network
empowers thousands of student leaders to advo-
cate for Israel on hundreds of campuses.

We created Campus4All.org to educate stu-
dents, and empower them to counter misinfor-
mation about Israel and respond to antisemitic
incidents. And our Teach-In Tour has brought
hundreds of expert Israel speakers and educators
to college campuses. We launched the Campus
Antisemitism Legal Line in partnership with the
ADL and Brandeis Center for Human Rights, pro-
viding pro bono legal representation and support
to more than 1,000 students who have experi-
enced campus antisemitism.

Motwithstanding our status as an “established
Jewish organization,” our teams have responded
with intensity and agility in developing these ini-
tiatives, and getting flexible resources into the
hands of Hillel students and staff members, in
line with Prof. Pittinsky’s call to action. Most
importantly given our broader mission, we dou-
bled down on Jewish joy and community, leading
to record numbers of students participating in
Jewish life.

None of the above is meant to minimize either
the asymmetries in tactics and structures that
Prof. Pittinsky outlines, or the deep-rooted issues
that enable continuing demonization of Israel
and other manifestations of antisemitism. But in
2025 and beyond, we need to recognize and
build on the strategies that are driving systemic
improvements.

ADAM LEHMAN
President and CEO of Hillel International
Washington
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THE JERUSALEM POST = WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2025

COMMENT & FEATURES

11

* By GREGORY LYAKHOV

hen Barack Obama took
the oath of office as US
president in 2009, he

ignited a wave of hope and a belief
in transformative change that would
define his presidency. His foreign
policy, however, remains a topic of
heated debate.

While Obama aimed to position
the United 5tates as a moral leader
on the world stage, his actions often
fell short of American expectations,
leaving behind a legacy of instability
and unfulfilled promises, particularly
in the Middle East.

Obama'’s approach to foreign pol-
icy was often summed up by the
phrase “lead from behind.” This
strategy prioritized building allianc-
es and avoiding unnecessary wars,
reflecting a preference for diplomacy
over military intervention. While the
philosophy seemed ideal, its practical
application led to unintended, devas-
tating consequences.

In 2012, for instance, Obama
declared a “red line” against the
use of chemical weapons by Syrian
president Bashar al-Assad. Yet, when
evidence showed Assad’s regime
continued to use such weapons, the
Obama administration opted for a
Russian-led deal to dismantle Syria’s
chemical stockpile rather than taking
military action.

Obama’s decision was widely crit-
icized. Although it avoided immedi-
ate conflict, it failed to deter future
chemical attacks. The Syrian Civil
War raged on, killing over 500,000
people and displacing more than
13 million, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights and
United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees. The war’s continuation
fueled a humanitarian crisis of mas-
sive scale; more decisive US action
may have prevented the suffering of
millions.

The effort to sanction Syria for its
use of chemical weapons only adds
to Obama’s growing list of setbacks
in handling the crisis, as he was
ultimately ineffective due to strong
opposition and substantial support
for Syria from Russia and China. In
2015, for example, Russia intervened

Obama: The worst recent foreign policy?
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THEN-US president Barack Obama delivers a statement as then-secretary of state John Kerry looks on, in 2016. Obama aimed to position the United
States as a moral leader on the world stage, but he left behind a legacy of instability and unfulfilled promises, particularly in the Middle East, the

writer dargues. (Carlos Barria/Reuters)

viding aerial military support to the
Syrian Army, significantly strength-
ening the Assad regime. China used
its veto power alongside Russia in
the UN Security Council to block
resolutions against Syria, preventing
further international sanctions and
interventions.

Obama aimed to weaken Assad’s
regime through economic sanc-
tions; however, substantial assis-
tance from Russia and China coun-
teracted his efforts.

Obama’s inaction in Syria also had
repercussions for Israel. The ongo-
ing chaos in S5Syria enabled Irani-
an-backed militias, such as Hezbol-
lah, to expand their influence near
Israel’s borders. According to a 2017
report from the Israel Defense Forc-
es, Hezbollah built an arsenal of over
150,000 rockets, many of which

These developments heightened
tensions in the region and posed a
direct threat to Israeli security, fur-
ther illustrating the ripple effects of
Obama’s Syria policy. In 2018 alone,
Israel conducted over 200 airstrikes
in Syria targeting Iranian assets to
prevent further threats, showcasing
the security challenges made possi-
ble by US inaction.

THE 2011 NATO-led intervention
in Libya is another example of
Obama’s disastrous foreign policy.
The operation successfully toppled
Libyan dictator Muammar Gadd-
afi but failed to establish a stable
government in his place. Libya
descended into chaos, becoming a
failed state plagued by civil war and
hardship.

The increase of weapons from

conflicts across Africa and the Mid-
dle East. For instance, weapons from
Libya were used in Mali’s civil war
and reportedly fell into the hands of
extremist groups like Boko Haram in
Nigeria. Even Obama acknowledged
this failure, calling the lack of plan-
ning for Libya’'s aftermath the worst
mistake of his presidency in a 2016
interview with Fox News.

The consequences of the Libyan
intervention were global. In addi-
tion to regional instability, Libya
became a hub for human traffick-
ing and extremist groups, including
ISIS. By 2017, Libya’s migrant crisis
had worsened, with thousands risk-
ing their lives to cross the Medi-
terranean, contributing to Europe’s
refugee crisis. According to the Inter-
national Organization for Migration,
over 3,000 migrants died attempting

Obama’s biggest failure was the
2015 Iran nuclear deal, also known
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA). The agreement
aimed to halt Iran’s nuclear program
in exchange for lifting economic
sanctions. While some viewed it as a
diplomatic success, others criticized
it for being a freebie to Iran. The US
Treasury Department reported that
the deal unfroze approximately $150
billion in Iranian assets, a significant
boost for a country with a GDP of
around $408 billion.

The JCPOA failed to ensure Iran’s
compliance with its terms. Reports
from the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency revealed gaps in moni-
toring, such as Iran’s refusal to grant
inspectors access to suspicious sites
like the Karaj facility.

Israeli intelligence further high-

evidence that Iran continued devel-
oping missile technology and main-
taining capabilities that could facili-
tate a rapid nuclear breakout. In 2018,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
presented a 55,000-page document
proving that Iran had lied about its
nuclear program, further undermin-
ing confidence in the deal.

The JCPOA also sparked controver-
sy within the United States. Obama
bypassed Congress by treating the
agreement as a deal rather than a
treaty, avoiding the Senate’s ratifi-
cation process. This decision drew
criticism for ignoring constitutional
norms.

The deal’s impact on regional sta-
bility remains questionable, as it
emboldened Iran’s regional influence
without addressing its ballistic mis-
sile program or support for terrorist
groups like Hezbollah and Hamas.

A 2017 US State Department report
emphasizes that Iran’s support for
terrorism remained “unabated,” with
the country providing over %700 mil-
lion annually to Hezbollah alone -
money that may have very well been
given to Iran by the US through the
Nuclear Deal.

Despite a peaceful ideology,
Obama often struggled with execu-
tion. While he sought to redefine
America’s role in the world through
diplomacy and alliance, his admin-
istration’s actions led to greater insta-
bility.

Whether Obama’s foreign policy
ranks the worst in recent history
depends on one’s perspective. The
evidence, however, suggests that
his administration’s decisions left a
significantly more fragmented and
futile world than the one he inher-
ited.

For all his rhetorical brilliance and
strategic aspirations, Obama’s for-
eign policy ultimately highlights the
inability to govern a nation solely
based on ideology.

The writer is a high school student from
Crreat Neck, New York, passionate about
advocacy and government. Through his
writing and activism, he engages oth-
ers in meaningful conversations about
US politics, international relations, and
Israel’s significance as both a homeland
for the Jewish people and a key ally of the
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THEN-PRESIDENT Shimon Peres meets with former US president Jimmy Carter in Jerusalem, in
2009. Carter was the best US president Israelis have had, the writer maintains. (Abir Sultan/Flash 90)

Thank you, Jimmy Carter

* By YORAM DORI

uring a visit by Jimmy Carter to the Pres-
D ident’s Residence in Jerusalem when Shi-

mon Peres was president, [ approached
the former US president and told him that in
my opinion, he was the best American president
Israelis had ever had. At the time, there was
an active anti-Carter sentiment among many
Israelis.

He looked at me with a bewildered expression
and asked: “Are you kidding?” I replied that I
knew, as both a fighter in the Yom Kippur War
who lost most of my friends, and as someone
who served as Peres’s close political and diplo-
matic adviser, that he was the best and most
important president for our future as a thriving,
independent state.

There were certainly other presidents who
helped us greatly - Lyndon Johnson, who
worked closely with prime minister Levi Esh-
kol to improve our working relationship and
gave us anti-aircraft missiles; Barack Obama, who
opened US intelligence to us; George H.W. Bush,
who mobilized the Iraqi missile warning system
to protect us; and Ronald Reagan, who backed
Peres’s inflation reduction and economic rescue
plan. But none of them compared to Carter.

He initiated and worked hard to impose upon
us the peace agreement with Egypt. Without
that agreement, who knows where we would
be today. His determination encouraged Men-
achem Begin and Anwar Sadat to rise and end the
terrible cycle of violence that culminated with
the heavy losses of the Yom Kippur War.

Carter expertly maneuvered within our politi-
cal system to force Begin and the Likud Party to
make a 180-degree turn from their position of

not retreating a millimeter from Sinai. Begin had
even symbolically established his presence in the
Neot Sinai settlement, an area in which I was for-
tunate to sleep during my military reserve duty.

Carter also moved Sadat away from the “three
noes of Khartoum,” a reference to the Arab
League Khartoum Resolution of 1967, after the
5ix Day War, which had stipulated: No peace
with Israel, no recognition of Israel, and no nego-
tiations with Israel.

He succeeded in making both sides appreciate
and internalize the consequences of the war.
Thanks to him, we all came to understand that
military strength is not eternal, that it can erode,
that even a perfect surprise and overwhelming
force don't lead to victory, and that enemies can
inflict heavy losses on one another. (It's a pity
that current leaders and military commanders
have not learned this lesson.)

In other words, Carter reminded us of the lim-
itations of power and its use.

The peace agreement with Egypt allowed us
to focus on internal matters and allocate vast
resources to our education and welfare needs.
Our economy flourished after this agreement:
the number of students per classroom was
reduced, and roads and highways sprouted like
mushrooms after the rain. In short, the State of
[srael and its people reaped the fruits of peace
daily.

For all of these things, Carter deserves our
nation’s gratitude. May his soul be bound up in
the bundle of life.

The writer served as a strategic adviser to Shimon
Peres from 1990 to 2016. He recently published a
book in Hebrew, Whispering in His Ear, which
includes never-before told stories about his years as a
senior aide to Peres.

* By ALAN FREISHTAT

e have all heard sto-
ries about someone
who tried some-

thing to improve their health
and saw a magical turn-around.
Usually, that something is a
change in diet.

When we hear these stories,
we tend to get excited about a
potential cure or preventative
measure to help eradicate what-
ever diseases may be afflicting
us. These can range from revers-
ing or curing some forms of
cancer, reversing heart disease,
diabetes and even a whole host
of maladies that doctors say
can't be cured.

Sometimes, there is some-
thing to glean from these sto-
ries, and we can back them up
with good science. But unless
we can prove something, we
should be skeptical.

Many times, we discover a
piece of information that catch-
es our attention and can lead us
to look further - and we may
discover a plethora of informa-
tion that can successfully help
control or cure disease.

One of my favorite examples
is that of Dr. Saray Stancic, who
was diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis. She noticed an arti-
cle in a medical journal about
improvement in some people
with M5 symptoms who con-
sumed blueberries. This led her
to research further about diet
and MS. She discovered litera-
ture showing that whole food,
plant-based eating brings great
improvement and even elim-
ination of symptoms of the
disease.

Stancic implemented those
changes and it changed her life
for the better. She has helped
many others suffering from M35
and other diseases since then,
using lifestyle medicine. She
had to search for them, but
the studies and evidence were
there.

Stancic’s story is something
proven and verifiable. But what
happens when we hear about a
famous personality who makes
a dietary change and is able
to communicate through the
media that they have defeated
sickness and disease through
those changes? Does that mean

Is it really true?

that if I do the same thing it
will work for me? Does that
mean that everyone should
implement what that person
did to better their health? The
answer is a resounding NO!
If you don’t have the proper
scientific evidence, you don’t
have enough to go on.

LAST YEAR, a relative of mine
pointed out what by now
has become a famous story.
Mikhaila Peterson, the daugh-
ter of popular psychologist Dr.
Jordan Peterson, suffered from
a young age from juvenile
idiopathic arthritis and severe
depression. Although I don’t
know exactly each and every
calorie Peterson consumed in
her previous way of eating, we
can presume it must have been
along the lines of the Standard
American Diet.

She changed her eating to
what has become known as the
carnivore diet. By doing so, she
eliminated all ultra-processed
foods and has reaped many
benefits. But is this diet some-
thing healthy in the long term
or did it just take care of some
problems before causing oth-
ers?

There are a few variations of
the carnivore diet - but gener-
ally, it is exactly what it sounds
like: a diet centered on animal
products. An article published
this past year from the T. Colin
Campbell Center for Nutrition
Studies stated, “the Carnivore
Diet downplays or dismiss-
es decades of observational
studies linking nutrition to
health and disease outcomes,
selectively ignores interven-
tion studies that do not suit its
agenda, and substitutes its own
favorite form of evidence: indi-
vidual success stories.”

[n a study done by BS Lennerz
and colleagues published in
2021, participants were recruit-
ed from social media commu-
nities commonly frequented
by carnivore dieters, and any-
one who had been on the diet
for less than six months was
excluded.

As stated by the Campbell
Institute, “this means the sur-
vey captured only those who
were the most dedicated to
the diet (just over 2,000 sub-

jects, less than .000025% of
the [world’s| population); of
course that group will report
that the diet is tolerable - they
are the ones who have already
tolerated it. It remains unprov-
en whether the diet is, or ever
could be, tolerable to everyone
else.”

ONE OF the points most
ignored in studies on diet is
simply summed up in three
words: compared to what. No
matter what type of diet you
are analyzing, what were the
group of people you are basing
the data on eating before? How
unhealthy were they? This
makes a big difference.

If someone is eating the
typical diet of 63% processed
foods, 25% animal proteins
(including dairy), and only 6%
fresh vegetables and fruits, and
then you eliminate the pro-
cessed foods, there will always
be advantages. But are those
advantages for the long haul,
or are they short-term fixes
with possible long-term nega-
tive ramifications?

Let’s look at the weight loss
data from this carnivore study.
Body Mass Index at the time
of the survey was 23.7 - which
was about a 3-point improve-
ment over the baseline num-
ber. Seems good, but they also
reported significant increases
in serum LDL cholesterol lev-
els.

In other words, they lost
weight on average but also
mortgaged away their cardio-
vascular health. The weight
loss most likely came from halt-
ing the consumption of junk
food and sugared beverages.

The T. Colin Campbell Cen-
ter points out the following:
Countless large-scale obser-
vational studies consistently
show that plant-predominant
diets are associated with a
lower incidence and mortality
of numerous chronic diseases,
including several cancers.

REASONABLE SKEPTICS
understand that observation-
al studies alone are generally
considered a weaker form of
evidence - correlation does
not prove causation - but these
correlations (regarding plant-

based nutrition) are reliably
backed up by a combination of
other forms of evidence.

Several intervention studies
have shown that replacing ani-
mal-based foods with whole
plant-based foods can improve
health outcomes, particularly
in heart disease patients. On
a molecular level, “|Numer-
ous| nutritionally mediated
factors independently increase
cardiovascular oxidative stress
and inflammation and are all
independently tied to CVD
|cardiovascular disease| devel-
opment.”

Laboratory experiments (ani-
mal studies) help to explain the
association between animal
protein and disease progres-
sion; these findings provide evi-
dence of biological plausibility.
For example, in rodent models,
animal protein has been shown
to increase the binding of a car-
cinogenic metabolite.

Numerous additional studies
highlight the potential bene-
fit of shifting away from ani-
mal-based foods to prevent
or treat kidney disease, type 2
diabetes, obesity, Alzheimer’s,
osteoporosis, and more.

We, of course, wish Mikhaila
Peterson and others who suffer
from any illness a better and
healthier life. But individual
cases don't have the validity of
long-term studies. It is incred-
ibly important to look at the
data, examine the studies and
see what “works” - not just for
the short-term but what is sus-
tainable and brings us overall
excellent health.

It's not the carnivore diet or
any other Keto-type diet, when
we eat a healthy, balanced diet
that is plant prominent, sleep
well, and stay active, we can
diminish our risk of any chron-
ic disease and many autoim-
mune diseases by up to 80%.
Do that and you will “add
hours to your days, days to your
years and years to your lives.”

The writer is a wellness coach
and personal trainer with more
than 25 years of professional
experience. He is a member of the
International Council of the True
Health Initiative, the board of
Kosher Plant Based, and is direc-
tor of The Wellness Clinic. alan@
alanfitness.com
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arthquake in Tibet kills more

than 120, strlkmg near holy site

= By JOE CASH
and GOPAL SHARMA

BEIJING/KATHMANDU (Reu-
ters) — A strong earthquake
struck the foothills of the
Himalayas near one of Tibet's
holiest cities on Tuesday, Killing
at least 126 people and flatten-
ing hundreds of houses, Chi-
nese authorities said.

The magnitude 6.8 quake's
epicenter was about 80 km (50
miles) north of Mount Everest.
Tremors also shook buildings
in neighboring Nepal, Bhutan,
and India.

The impact was felt across the
Shigatse region of Tibet, home
to 800,000 people. The region
contains the traditional seat
of the Panchen Lama, one of
the most important figures in
Tibetan Buddhism.

Many homes in Shigatse City
were reduced to rubble, a video
released by Tibet Fire and Res-
cue showed. Rescue workers
searched through the debris of
a ruined home and pulled out
one injured person, it showed.

Adding to the misery for
those left homeless, tempera-
tures in the region had fallen
to -6° late on Tuesday and were
forecast to drop as low as -16°
overnight.

The China Earthquake Net-
works Centre located the epi-
center in Tingri County, known
as the northern gateway to the
Everest region, at a depth of 10
km (6.2 miles). The US Geo-
logical Service put the quake’s
magnitude at 7.1. It struck at
9:05 a.m. local time.

At least 126 people were
known to have been killed and

188 injured on the Tibetan side,
China’s state-run Xinhua news

S e "-I

RESCUE TEAMS search through rubble in the aftermath of an earthquake in a location given as
Shigatse City, Tibet Autonomous Region, China, yesterday. (Tibet Fire and Rescue/Handout via Reuters)

agency reported. There were no
reports of deaths elsewhere.

Footage broadcast on state
television China Central Televi-
sion showed rescuers perform-
ing CPR on an injured person
and soldiers erecting temporary
shelters.

The Dalai Lama, Tibet's spir-
itual leader who fled to India
along with thousands of Tibet-
ans in early 1959 after a failed
uprising against Chinese rule,
said he was deeply saddened.

“I offer my prayers for those
who have lost their lives and
extend my wishes for a swift
recovery to all who have been
injured,” the Nobel peace lau-
reate said in a message.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
said all-out search and rescue
efforts should be carried out
to minimize casualties and to
resettle affected people.

Beijing, which administers

Tibet as an autonomous region
within China, rejects criticism
from rights groups and exiles
who accuse it of trampling on
the religious and cultural rights
of the Tibetan people.

China closed the Everest
region to tourists after the
quake, Xinhua reported.

Mount Everest is a popular
destination for climbers and
trekkers, but winter is not a
prime season for climbers and
hikers in Nepal.

A German climber was the
lone mountaineer with a per-
mit to climb Everest, but he had
already left the base camp after
failing to reach the summit,
tourism department official
Lilathar Awasthi said.

More than 1,500 firefighters
and rescue workers have been
dispatched to the affected areas,
Xinhua said. Approximately
22,000 items, including tents,

coats, quilts, and folding beds,
have also been sent, it said.

TREMORS, AFTERSHOCKS
Villages in Tingri, where the
average elevation is around
4,000-5,000 meters, report-
ed strong shaking during the
quake, which was followed
by more than 150 aftershocks
with magnitudes of up to 4.4.

Crumpled shop fronts could
be seen in a video on social
media showing the aftermath
in the town of Lhatse, with
debris spilling out onto the
road.

Three townships and 27 vil-
lages lie within 20 km of the
epicenter, with a total popula-
tion of around 6,900, and more
than 1,000 houses have been
damaged, Xinhua reported.

The southwestern parts of
China, Nepal, and northern
India are often hit by earth-

quakes caused by the collision
of the Indian and Eurasian tec-
tonic plates.

Since 1950, there have been
21 earthquakes of magnitude
six or above in what is known
as the Lhasa block, the largest
of which was the 6.9 magni-
tude quake in Mainling in 2017,
according to CCTV.

Mainling is located in the
lower reaches of Tibet's Yarlung
Zangbo River, where China is
planning to build the world’s
largest hydropower dam.

A magnitude 7.8 tremor
struck near Nepal's capital,
Kathmandu, in 2015, killing
about 9,000 people and injur-
ing thousands in the country’s
worst-ever earthquake. Among
the dead were at least 18 people
killed at the Mount Everest base
camp when it was hit by an
avalanche.

On Tuesday, tremors were felt
in Kathmandu, some 400 km
from the epicenter, and resi-
dents in the city ran out of their
houses.

“The bed was shaking, and
I thought my child was mov-
ing the bed... I didn’t pay that
much attention, but the shak-
ing of |a] window made me
understand that it’s an earth-
quake,” said Kathmandu resi-
dent Meera Adhikarii. “I'm still
shaking out of fear and am in
shock.”

One person was injured in
Kathmandu when he jumped
off the top of a house after feel-
ing the strong tremors, Nepal
Police spokesman Bishwa
Adhikari said.

The quake also jolted Thim-
phu, the capital of Bhutan, and
the northern Indian state of
Bihar, which borders Nepal.

Jordan and
Syria to
combat ISIS
resurgence

AMMAN (Reuters) - Jordan
and Syria have agreed to form
a joint security committee to
secure their border, combat
arms and drug smuggling, and
work to prevent the resurgence
of Islamic State militants, the
Jordanian foreign minister said
on Tuesday.

Western anti-narcotics offi-
cials say the addictive, amphet-
amine-type stimulant known
as Captagon has for years been
mass-produced in Syria and
that Jordan is a transit route to
the oil-producing Gulf states.

Jordan’s army has conducted
several preemptive airstrikes in
Syria since 2023 that Jordanian
officials say targeted militias
accused of links to the drug
trade, as well as the militias’
facilities.

“We discussed securing the
borders, especially the threat
of arms and drugs smuggling
and the resurgence of [slamic
State. Our security is one; we
will coordinate together to
combat these mutual challeng-
es,” Jordanian Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi told a joint press
conference with Syrian Foreign
Minister Asaad Hassan al-Shiba-
ni.

Shibani, who was in Amman
after visiting Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates following
the December 8 fall of president
Bashar al-Assad, told Safadi that
drug smuggling would not pose
a threat to Jordan under Syria’s
new Islamist rulers.

“The new situation in Syria
ended the threats posed to
Jordan’s security,” Shibani said.
“When it comes to Captagon
and drug smuggling, we prom-
ise it is over and won't return.
We are ready to cooperate on
this extensively.”

Answering a question about
US sanctions on Syria, Shibani
said the latest move by Wash-
ington to ease restrictions on
humanitarian aid for Syria
should be a step toward a full
lifting of sanctions, which were
imposed to isolate the Assad
government over its deadly
crackdowns on opponents.

He added that existing sanc-
tions posed a major obstacle to
the recovery of Syria from 13
years of devastating civil war.

UN says Iran executed over 900
people, dozens of women in 2024

GENEVA (Reuters) - The num-
ber of people executed in Iran
rose to 901 last year, including
31 women, some of whom were
convicted of murdering their
husbands after suffering abuse
or being forced into marriage,
the UN Human Rights Office
said on Tuesday.

Most of the executions were
for drug-related offenses, but
political dissidents and peo-
ple connected with mass pro-
tests in 2022 over the death in
police custody of a 22-year-old
woman were also among the

victims, according to the UN
statement.

“It is deeply disturbing that
yet again we see an increase in
the number of people subject-
ed to the death penalty in Iran
year-on-year,” UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights
Volker Tiirk said. “Itis high time
[ran stemmed this ever-swell-
ing tide of executions.”

In total, at least 901 people
were executed by hanging last
year in the Islamic Republic,
compared to 853 in 2023, the
UN rights office said. That rep-

resented the highest number
since 2015 when 972 people
were executed.

The 2022 protests, which
sparked some of the worst tur-
moil since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, followed the death
in police custody of Kurdish
Iranian woman Mahsa Amini,
who was arrested for allegedly
flouting Iran’s mandatory dress
code.

At least 31 women were exe-
cuted in 2024, UN rights office
spokesperson Liz Throssell told
reporters at a Geneva press

briefing, representing what she
said was the highest number in
at least 15 years.

“The majority of cases
involved charges of murder.
A significant number of the
women were victims of domes-
tic violence, child marriage, or
forced marriage,” she added.

[ranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, a reformist who
won the July 2024 presidential
election, made promises during
his campaign to better pro-
tect the rights of women and
minorities.

Former French far-right leader
Jean-Marie Le Pen dles aged 96

= By ELIZABETH PINEAU

PARIS (Reuters) - Jean-Marie Le
Pen, the founder of France’s far-
right National Front party who
tapped into blue-collar anger
over immigration and globaliza-
tion and reveled in minimizing
the Holocaust, died on Tuesday
aged 96.

His death was confirmed by
his daughter Marine Le Pen’s
political party, National Rally
(Rassemblement National).

Jean-Marie Le Pen spent
his life fighting - as a soldier
in France's colonial wars, as a
founder in 1972 of the National
Front, for which he contested
five presidential elections, or in
feuds with his daughters and
ex-wife, often conducted pub-
licly.

Controversy was Le Pen’s
constant companion: his mul-
tiple convictions for inciting
racial hatred and condoning
war crimes dogged the National
Front.

His declaration that the Nazi
gas chambers were “merely a
detail” of World War Two histo-
ry and that the Nazi occupation
of France was “not especially
inhumane” were for many peo-
ple repulsive.

“If you take a book of a thou-
sand pages on World War Two,
in which 50 million people
died, the concentration camps
occupy two pages and the gas

oy

\

JEAN-MARIE LE PEN, founder of France’s far-right National Front
political party, reacts during an interview with Reuters in
Montrerout, France in 2018. (Charles Platiau/Reuters)

chambers ten or 15 lines, and
that’s what one calls a detail,” Le
Pen said in the late 1990s, dou-
bling down on earlier remarks.

Those comments provoked
outrage, including in France,
where police had rounded up
thousands of Jews who were
deported to the Nazi death
camp at Auschwitz.

Commenting on Le Pen’s
death, President Emmanuel
Macron said: “A historic figure
of the far right, he played a role
in the public life of our country
for nearly seventy years, which
is now a matter for history to
judge.”

Le Pen helped reset the
parameters of French politics in

a career spanning 40 years that,
harnessing discontent over
immigration and job security,
in some ways heralded Don-
ald Trump’s rise to the White
House.

He reached a presidential elec-
tion run-off in 2002 but lost by
a landslide to Jacques Chirac.
Voters backed a mainstream
conservative rather than bring
the far right to power for the
first time since Nazi collabora-
tors ruled in the 1940s.

Le Pen was the scourge of the
European Union, which he saw
asasupranational project usurp-
ing the powers of nation states,
tapping the kind of resentment
felt by many Britons who later

voted to leave the EU.

Marine Le Pen learned of her
father’s death during a layover
in Kenya as she returned from
the French overseas territory of
Mayotte.

FOREIGN LEGION

Born in Brittany in 1928,
Jean-Marie Le Pen studied law in
Paris in the early 1950s and had
a reputation for rarely spend-
ing a night out on the town
without a brawl. He joined the
Foreign Legion as a paratrooper
fighting in Indochina in 1953.

Le Pen campaigned to keep
Algeria French, as an elected
member of France’s parlia-
ment and a soldier in the then
French-run territory. He pub-
licly justified the use of torture
but denied using such practices
himself.

After years on the periphery
of French politics, his fortunes
changed in 1977 when a mil-
lionaire backer bequeathed him
a mansion outside Paris and 30
million francs, around 5 million
euros ($5.2 million) in today’s
MOoney.

That helped Le Pen further
his political ambitions, despite
being shunned by traditional
parties.

“Lots of enemies, few friends
and honor aplenty,” he told a
website linked to the far-right.
He wrote in his memoir: “No

regrets.”

CANADA’S PRIME MINISTER Justin Trudeau speaks to
reporters, announcing he intends to step down as Liberal Party
leader but will stay on in his post until a replacement has been
chosen from his Rideau Cottage residence in Ottawa on
Monday. (Patrick Doyle/Reuters)

What happens
dfter Trudeau
steps down?

EXPLAINER
= By DAVID LJUNGGREN

OTTAWA (Reuters) - Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
on Monday said he would step
down in the coming months
after nine vears in power, bow-
ing to legislators alarmed by his
Liberal Party’s miserable pre-
election polling numbers.

Trudeau said he would stay
on both as prime minister and
Liberal head until the party
chooses a new leader to take it
into the next election, which
must be held by late October
this year. Here is what might
happen next:

WILL TRUDEAU LEAVE

OFFICE IMMEDIATELY?

No. Trudeau will stay on
both as prime minister and
head of the ruling Liberal Party
for now. Unlike the process in
other countries like Australia,
where party leaders are elect-
ed by legislators and can be
removed overnight, in Cana-
da they are chosen by special
leadership conventions that
can take months to organize.

WILL AN ELECTION
BE HELD IN THE
IMMEDIATE FUTURE?

No. Trudeau announced
that parliament - which had
been due to resume work on
January 27 - would instead be
prorogued, or suspended, until
March 24.

This means opposition par-
ties that had originally planned
to unveil non-confidence
motions to bring his minority
government down as soon as
they could after January 27 will
now have to wait until some
time in May since the govern-
ment controls the agenda for
most of each session.

[f all the opposition parties
vote together on the motion,
the Liberals will be defeated
and a new election called. As a
result, a new election is unlike-
ly to be held before May at the
earliest.

When parliament resumes,
the government has to formal-
ly unveil its plans for the new
session in the so-called Speech
from the Throne. The Liberals
are not obliged to make this
subject to a vote of no confi-
dence.

Parliament is scheduled to
start its summer break no later
than June 20 and if the Liber-
als are still in power by then,
an election would be held as
scheduled at the end of Octo-
ber.

HOW ELSE COULD THE
LIBERALS BE REMOVED
FROM POWER?

Under the original parlia-
mentary calendar, the House
of Commons-elected chamber
had been due to vote on spend-
ing measures in late March.
This would trigger a confi-
dence vote.

[t is unclear whether that
vote would still be scheduled
for late March and if it were,
whether the opposition par-
ties would vote to bring down
the Liberals, whether they are
led by Trudeau or a new party
head.

The Conservatives, who are
favored to win the next elec-
tion, and the left-leaning,
small New Democratic Party

have both made it clear that
they want to defeat Trudeau
on a formal motion of no con-
fidence that they themselves
have presented.

The Liberals could also be
brought down over their annu-
al budget, which would most
likely be unveiled in April. The
initial vote on the legislation
implementing the budget
would be a matter of confi-
dence but the government has
some flexibility as to when that
would take place.

HOW LONG DOES THE
PARTY HAVE TO CHOOSE
ANEW LEADER?

The nightmare Liberal sce-
nario is that the party takes so
long to choose a new leader
that it has to fight the next
election with Trudeau still in
charge. It is likely therefore to
announce a shortened con-
test designed to ensure that
Trudeau’s replacement is in
office as soon as possible.

When Trudeau won the Lib-
eral leadership in April 2013,
the contest lasted exactly five
months. In 2006, it lasted
almost eight months.

Trudeau said he has asked
the party to start the process of
choosing a new leader. Liberal
president Sachit Mehra said he
would call a meeting of the par-
ty’'s national board this week to
begin the process. He gave no
further details.

WOULD ANEW LEADER
HELP THE LIBERALS
AVOID DEFEAT?

Polls strongly indicate that
the Liberals will lose the elec-
tion, no matter who the leader
is. But the scale of the defeat
could be tempered if Trudeau is
not in charge.

WHO MIGHT RUN
TO REPLACE TRUDEAU AS
LIBERAL LEADER?

The prospect of an election
mauling might deter some can-
didates, especially if the party
is crushed and ends up a shad-
ow of its current self.

Those who could run include
Innovation Minister Fran-
cois-Philippe Champagne,
Transport Minister Anita
Anand, Foreign Minister Mel-
anie Joly, as well as former
finance minister Chrystia Free-
land and Mark Carney, former
governor of the Bank of Can-
ada and the Bank of England.

Tradition dictates that Car-
ney, currently Chair of Brook-
field Asset Management,
would need to secure a seat
in parliament in order to take
office if he won the party lead-
ership.

IS THERE ANY OTHER
WAY TRUDEAU

CAN BE FORCED OUT?

Ultimate  constitutional
power in Canada lies with Gov-
ernor General Mary Simon,
who is the personal represen-
tative of Britain’s King Charles,
the head of state. She can, in
theory, remove Trudeau, but
there is virtually no chance of
that happening.

“The governor general won't
dismiss a prime minister who
still holds the confidence of
the Commons,” said Philippe
Lagassé, a professor and con-
stitutional expert at Ottawa’s
Carleton University.
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GRAPEVINE
+ By GREER FAY CASHMAN

ewish tradition teaches

that people should not

be judged in their grief. It
is a miracle that the parents
and siblings of the hostages
are still sane after all the grief
and humiliation they've gone
through in their attempts to
secure the release of their loved
ones. If they scream a little or
use inappropriate language
in the Knesset or outside the
prime minister’'s homes, it is
mostly out of frustration that
the government is in their view
ignoring the will of the people.
When they are interviewed on
radio and television, by jour-
nalists who are sympathetic
and who give them a platform
on which to express them-
selves, they are polite and often
soft-spoken, and extremely
grateful for the opportunity to
say something that might be
heard by a hostage relative in
Gaza.

To deny Einav Zangauker,
whose son Matan is among
the hostages, entrance to the
Knesset on the grounds that
she is a disruptive force is noth-
ing short of disgusting, when
Knesset members include
people such as Tally Gotliv,
May Golan, and Limor Son
Har-Melech, whose behavior
is often a disgrace. They are the
real disruptive forces. Knesset
Speaker Amir Ohana should
publicly apologize to Zan-
gauker for the way in which she
was treated in what is supposed
to be the house of the nation.

Bl IN AN interview that he gave
to Matthew Knott, foreign
affairs correspondent of The
Sydney Morning Herald and The
Melbourne Age, Ambassador to
Australia Amir Maimon said
that he believes that Australia
fails to grasp the seriousness
of the security threats to his
nation. He was speaking In
response to mounting pressure
from the Albanese government
and the international commu-
nity for the creation of a Pales-
tinian state.

Maimon said that such pres-
sure will not accelerate the
establishment of a Palestinian
state and insisted that antisem-
itism is the main driving force
behind global criticism of Isra-
el.

The article mentions the
once close relations that exist-
ed between Australia and Israel
which deteriorated after the
killing of Australian aid work-
er Zomi Frankcom in Gaza,
and later when Australia voted
against Israel in the United
Nations, and more recently
when it denied an entry visa to
former justice minister Ayelet
Shaked.

BWEDNESDAY EVENING,
January 8, President Isaac
Herzog will confer the Pres-
ident’s Medal of Honor on a
group of individuals from the
US, UK, Israel, Germany, and
Australia who have distin-
guished themselves in their
activities on behalf of the Jew-
ish people, the State of Israel,
and humanity in general.

The recipients are Maurice
Levy, Malcolm Hoenlein,
Julie Platt, 5ir Frank Lowy,
5ir Trevor Chinn, Brigitte
Zypries, and Mark Leibler.

World Jewish Congress
President Ronald Lauder

was unable to be in Israel at
this time, and will receive his
medal when Herzog is in the
US for the inauguration of Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump.

B AS A follow-up to Interna-
tional Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, the Philippines
Embassy in Israel, in coopera-
tion with the Holon Munici-
pality, Holon Institute of Tech-
nology (HIT), Mediatheque
Culture Center Holon, and the
family of the late Max Weissler
will hold a screening of Que-
zon’s Game at Mediatheque, 6
Golda Meir Street, Holon, on
Tuesday, January 28, at 6 p.m.

Weissler was one of the Ger-
man Jews who responded to
the Open Door Policy of pres-
ident Manuel Quezon during
the Second World War. Que-
zon's actions were particular-
ly daring given the fact that
Nazi officers were constantly
around him, including at social
events.

For a long time, the late
Antonio Modena, who was
the Philippines ambassador to
[srael some 20 years ago, bat-
tled unsuccessfully to have Yad
Vashem recognize Quezon as
Righteous Among the Nations,
but it was only when people
such as Weissler and others
who owed their lives to Que-
zon began to campaign that his
role in saving Jews was finally
acknowledged.

What also helped was the
biographical drama film
made by Matthew Rosen
and released in 2018, includ-
ing in Israel, where it has been
screened several times. Once
Quezon was recognized, a
meeting of survivors and off-
spring of survivors who found
a haven in the Philippines was
held at Yad Vashem.

Speakers at the forthcom-
ing screening will be Danny
Weissler, son of Max Weissler,
Shai Kenan, mayor of Holon,
Prof. Eduard Yakubov, pres-
ident of HIT, and Anthony
Achilles Mandap, charge
d’affaires at the Philippines
Embassy.

B THE CHARMING Ruth Hotel
in Safed, which is part of the
Dan chain, has reopened after
being closed for more than a
year. Tourism in the Galilee was
hard hit by the dearth of tour-
ists during the Israel-Hamas
War and the war against Hez-
bollah. Both domestic and
foreign tourism have begun to
pick up in recent weeks, a fac-
tor warranting the reopening
of the Ruth Hotel in Safed’s Old

City.
The reopening of the hotel
was considered sufficient-

ly important to attract the
attendance of Chabad Rabbi
Mordechai  Bistritzky,
Michael Federmann, one of
the owners of the Dan chain
and his wife, Liora, his cous-
in Ami Federmann, who is
also among the owners of the
chain, Prof. Salman Zarka,
the director of the Ziv Medical
Center in Safed, Eli Cohen,
the president of the Israel Hotel
Association, and other THA
officials, Eli Mor, head of the
(Galilee-Golan fire station, Ilan
Hassan, head of the Safed
Municipality Tourism Divi-
sion, and members of the Dan
chain executive board.

The Ruth Hotel is one of

Breaking tradition

{Hans Pinn/GPQO)

the few hotels in Israel with
a female general manager in
the person of Ruth lan,
who took all those attending
the reopening of the hotel on
a tour of the premises, sections
of which had been renovated,
some to the extent of a total
facelift.

Michael Federmann
explained the importance of
reopening the hotel as soon as
possible as a sign of the Dan
chain’s support for the res-
idents of the North and an
eventual return to a normal
lifestyle. He emphasized the
need to support Safed, which
suffered so many rocket attacks
from Lebanon.

Shlomi Tahan, CEO of the
Dan chain, praised the hotel’s
staff for its speedy and efficient
return to work.

W WHILE SOME evacuees have
begun to return to their homes,
some will remain in other parts
of the country indefinitely,
especially those who come
from places such as Kiryat
Shmona and Metulla, which
are on the Lebanese border.

Among those who are yearn-
ing to return to Kiryat Shmona
are people who have been liv-
ing in the Theatron Hotel in
Jerusalem for 14 months, and
do not know when they will
be going home, because the
security situation has not been
resolved.

However, they are fortunate
in that the owner of the hotel,
Zion Hasid, has made every
effort to make them feel wel-
come, as have various social
welfare organizations in Jerusa-
lem. These include Gesher Shel
Zahav, which on the last night
of Hanukkah organized a fes-
tive event at the hotel and ini-
tiated a permanent connection
between the people of Kiryat
Shmona and Jerusalem.

Attorney Yehuda Zaretsky,
who heads Gesher Shel Zahav,
said that its branches in Isra-
el and abroad have pulled out
all the stops since October 7,
2023, to help those personally
affected by the massacre and
the ensuing war.

B THE CHAPEL of The Jaffa
Hotel, which is located in the
very heart of Jaffa, will this
coming Friday, January 10,
host its first major event for
2025, with an exhibition and
sale of fashion, jewelry, fash-
ion photography, and other art
forms, in addition to which vis-
itors will be able to sample the
hotel’s cuisine and its cocktails.

Under the title of “A Love Let-

EINAV ZANGAUKER, mother of hostage Matan Zangauker speaks, as Israelis protest in Tel Aviv
last month and show support for the hostages who were kidnapped during the deadly October
7, 2023, attack. (Kai Pfaffenbach/Reuters)

ter to Jaffa - Design and Art
Fair," the event will feature
creations by six Israeli artists,
including Kianne Frank-
furt, Idan Laros, Asaf Einy,
Yigal Levi and Raz Danon.

B EVER SINCE the Hamas
incursion into Israel, there
have been calls from many
quarters for a state investiga-
tion to determine who bears
responsibility for the lack of
preparedness against such
an assault. Some people have
already accepted responsibil-
ity, including former defense
ministers Yoav Gallant and
Benny Gantz, each knowing
that it could cost him dearly,
but Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is still holding out
until the war against Hamas is
won. Meanwhile the hostag-
es are languishing, which is
yvet another mark against the
prime minister.

This situation will not go
away and is coming up for dis-
cussion on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, at an open meeting of
the Israel Academy of Sciences
and Humanities, 43 Jabotinsky
Street, Jerusalem, at 7 p.m.

Under the heading of legal
responsibility, the discussants
will include retired judge Men-
achem Finkelstein and
retired Supreme Court justice
Ayala Procacia. The two will
talk about ministerial and legal
responsibility. The meeting
will be chaired by Prof. Nili
Cohen, a former president of
the academy.

The event will be broadcast
live on the Academy website,
www.academy.ac.il

B FACULTY AND adminis-
trative staff at the University
of Haifa have volunteered in
the effort to enable evacuees
from the North to return to
their homes. Some 60 people
employed at the university are
working to rehabilitate the
Ya'ara village in the Upper Gal-
ilee.

Due to the security situation,
the residents were evacuated
14 months ago. Some of their
homes have fallen into dis-
repair or are covered in dust
resulting from long neglect.
The wvolunteers have engaged
in cleaning and basic repairs,
painting, trimming shrubs,
and generally tidying up so
that residents will return to a
more pleasant and welcoming
environment.

The Ya'ara population num-
bers some 8,000 souls. Ya'ara,
which is close to Shlomi, was
one of the Hezbollah targets
In its goal to invade the Galilee
and was subjected to a bom-
bardment of rocket attacks.

University of Haifa President
Prof. Gur Alroey noted that
the volunteers were given a
very warm welcome by those
residents of Ya'ara who have
already returned. They were
most appreciative of the efforts
of university staff to make their
homecoming a positive experi-
ence in every way possible.

B ONE OF the benefits of being
a [reelance journalist is not
having to worry about offend-
ing colleagues by writing a
story that would ordinarily be
on their beat. Part of journal-
istic ethics is not poaching on
a colleague’s territory. But that
basically applies to journalists
on salary.

Freelancers can write about
any subject they wish and don
necessarily discuss the matter
with an editor in advance, nor

THE IDF'S Chaim Herzog (left) and Yigael Yadin (with hat) at Tel Aviv’s Press House in 1949.

do they have a loyalty to any
particular publication, but are
free to roam the field.

Although her byline has
appeared in The Jerusalem Post
for 50 years, Gloria Deutsch,
currently known as a restau-
rant reviewer, has tackled
almost every subject that has
been published in the Post.
Although she is a freelancer,
there were times when she had
more published articles than
some of the salaried editorial
staff. This was particularly so
during the 1980s, when she
interviewed many of the top-
line figures in Israel’s entertain-
ment industry. Over the years,
she also wrote about women
in prison, medical problems,
ceramics, pets, Prisoners of
Zion, tourism, fashion, home
decor, and a whole lot more.

[t all started when her hus-
band, Alex, a surgeon, was
working at Laniado Hospital in
Netanya. He met a group of
Brahamites, who are Christian
Evangelists, who were waiting
for the Second Coming of the
Messiah, which they thought
was imminent. They worked
with hassidim and dressed like
them, with the men all wear-
ing fedora hats and braces on
their trousers.

Gloria Deutsch pitched the
story to Fay Doron, who was
then the features editor of the
Post. She accepted the article,
and in the years that followed,
Gloria Deutsch wrote hun-
dreds of articles for the paper.
These days, she and her hus-
band, who is now retired, enjoy
traveling around the country
and sampling the menus of dif-
ferent kosher restaurants and
making them known to Post
readers.

B INCLUDED IN the category
of common knowledge about
Israel is that there are arguably
more law graduates per capita
than in any other country, and
that there is an acute shortage
of doctors and nurses.

Organizations such as Nefesh
B'Nefesh and The Israel Experi-
ence are attempting to amend
the latter lacuna, but surpris-
ingly, there is also an effort
afoot to encourage American
lawvyers to relocate to Israel.

Admittedly, not all lawyers
work for law firms. Many act as
legal consultants within major
companies. Nonetheless, it
seems a little strange to make
a pitch for American lawvyers.
But that’s what happened this
week when representatives
of some of Israel’'s most pres-
tigious law firms gathered in
New York at the offices of DLA
Piper to recruit American legal
professionals who are interest-
ed in making aliyah.

Despite having relatively few
immigrants in their current
ranks, especially from the pro-
fessional sector, the participat-
ing Israeli law firms are demon-
strating a strong commitment
to integrating new immigrants
into Israel’s legal community.

The recruitment event fea-
tured an impressive lineup
of speakers, including senior
partners from major Israeli
law firms such as Herzog Fox
Neeman, Gornitzky & Co., and
Arnon Tadmor-Levy, as well as
in-house counsel from promi-
nent organizations and repre-
sentatives of international law
firms which operate in Israel.

This was not the first time
that such an event was held.
Last year’s event led directly to
multiple job offers and success-
ful alivah stories, which illus-

-

RUTH KAPLAN and Shlomi Tahan. (Dima Maislis)

trate the strong impact of this
initiative.

The program included panel
discussions on opportunities
in Israeli law firms, in-house
positions, and an economic
retrospective of Israel’s resil-
ience. American lawyers who
attended were also informed of
an upcoming mission to Israel
where they could explore pos-
sibilities for themselves, meet
with potential employers and
with American lawyers who
have already moved to Israel
and are employed in their pro-
fession.

B JEWISH HEROISM is not
exactly new. It dates back to
biblical days. Since then, Jews
have distinguished themselves
in the armies of the countries
in which they lived, and for the
past three quarters of a century
in the army of Israel.

During that period of time,
many immigrants to Israel had
grown up with the stereotyped
image of the ghetto Jew who
was scared of his own shad-
ow. It was a fear that mani-
fested itself out of the harass-
ment against Jews by many of
their fellow citizens living in
predominantly Catholic coun-
tries. It took a very long time
for a reconciliation between
the Catholic Church and the
Jewish people.

Anyone seeking evidence of
Jewish heroism in the world at
large can find it at the Chaim
Herzog Museum of the Jewish
Soldier in World War II, which
will be toured by members
of the Israel, Britain and the
Commonwealth Association
on Wednesday, February 19.
Unfortunately, the event is lim-
ited to members only and will
be followed by a wvisit to the
nearby Khan Sha’ar Hagai (also
known as Bab el-Wad), which
pays tribute to the saga of the
Burma Road, a bypass built to
enable daily provisions to be
delivered to Jerusalem, which
was under siege and surround-
ed by hostile Arab villages.

Prior to the creation of the
Burma Road, Sha’ar Hagai was
the main route for deliveries to
Jerusalem. But it was constant-
ly under attack, and lives were
lost in the process.

Nonetheless, the supply con-
voys continued to ply the route
until they were able to use the
Burma Road alternative. This,
in itself, was heroism.

The museum, named for
Chaim Herzog, who was an
officer in the British Army
during the Second World War,
and later in the nascent Israel
Defense Forces, is located in the
grounds of Israel’s famous tank
museum, the Armored Corps
Memorial Site and Museum at
Latrun. It was officially opened
in May last year on Victory in
Europe Day.

The opening was attended
by President Isaac Herzog and
his older brother Michael,
whoislsrael’soutgoing ambas-
sador to the US and a former
senior army officer himself.
The creation of the museum
was supported by the Mike
and Sofia Segal Foundation,
which honored the memory
of Mike Segal’s father, artil-
lery Maj. Yevsey Segal, one of
four brothers who all fought
in the Red Army and Navy.

Some 500,000 Jews served
in the Red Army, and a simi-
lar number served in the US
Armed Forces, plus 400,000
in other Allied armed forces.
In addition, there were some
100,000 Jewish partisans.

This year’s VE Day ceremo-
ny at the museum promises
to be even more memorable
than the opening, because it
will mark the 80th anniver-
sary of the end of the Second
World War, and among those
attending will be the last liv-
ing heroes of that era.

B ONE OF the many con-
temporary heroes among
the young soldiers who paid
the supreme sacrifice in the
attempt to defend the state
and to eliminate Hamas was
Noam Abramowitz, who was
killed at the Nahal Oz military
base in October 2023.

Noam's family decided to
perpetuate her memory by
launching a program at Reich-
man University in her name.
A public service leadership
program, it has been named
Bedarchei Noam (In Noam'’s
Ways).

At the launch ceremo-
ny, Noam’'s mother, Adva
Abramowitz, delivered a
moving lecture in which she
said that imbuing people with
a sense of public service was
Noam's dream, and that the
program is a direct continu-
ation of that dream. It will
provide exceptional students
with specialized training in
public service and leadership,
with the aim of cultivating
the next generation of Israeli
leaders.

Reichman University Pres-
ident Prof. Beoaz Ganor
shared Noam's personal story
- that of a young woman who
dreamed of becoming prime
minister of Israel and was
murdered by Hamas terrorists.

“Noam had a deep love for
the state and society of Israel,”
said Ganor. “As a true leader,
she set herself the admirable
goal of becoming prime min-
ister and steering the country
toward a better future.”

He added that Noam had
planned to study at the uni-
versity’s Lauder School of
Government, Diplomacy and
Strategy. “With the loss of
Noam, we lost a future student
who I am sure would have left
her mark on the school. Her
family lost a precious daugh-
ter, and the 5tate of Israel lost
a leader at a time when we
needed her most.”

In her heartfelt and intimate
address, Adva shared personal
anecdotes about Noam's life,
the values that guided her,
and her unique personality.
She recounted her daugh-
ter’s final moments through
the family’s correspondence
with her during the difficult
hours of October 7, and reit-
erated the tragic story of the
female observers at Nahal Oz.
With moving honesty, Adva
also spoke about coping with
bereavement and the chal-
lenges of navigating this new,
painful reality.

Noam Abramowitz was one
of the 23 soldiers who fell at
the Nahal Oz base during the
Hamas terrorist onslaught.
While her dream of leading
the country was brutally cut
short, her wvision endures
through the Bedarchei Noam
program, which will nurture
young leaders who aspire to
follow in her footsteps.

That her family chose to
memorialize her in the place
where she had hoped to
receive the tools that would
serve her ambitions says a lot
about Noam and about Reich-
man University.

greerfc@gmail.com
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A FULL PAGE OF EXERCISE FOR THE BRAIN
EVERY SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY
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CROSSWORDS
ACROSS Our Discontents” 22 Epic poem featuring
1 Carve into 51 “Be brutally honest” Patroclus and Achilles

5 Multitasking, perhaps
9 Chocolate canines

13 22-Down city

14 Turkish bigwigs

16 Run

17 Emphasize and

then some

19 Written reminder

20 Portents

21 Glowing quality

23 Me day place

24 Had an aha moment
27 Bearded garden figure
29 NPR host Shapiro

30 “Don’t get carried __|
32 Whisper receiver

34 Book of maps

39 “Remember your
training, peoplel,” and
what can be said about
the starts of 17-, 24-, 51-,
and 63-Across

43 “Water Lilies”

painter Claude

44 Little bit

45 Above

46 Slugger Mel inducted
into the Hall of Fame in
1951

49 |sabel Wilkerson work
subtitled “The Origins of

56 Financial daily, initially

59 Speechmaker’s story
60 Bonn's river

62 Seethe

63 Some Expedia

search results

66 Jazz legend Fitzgerald
67 Canyonlands features
68 Campfire output

69 Stand the test of time

70 Credit card balance, e.g.

/1 Requests

DOWN

1 Belief system

2 Walk with heavy steps
3 “What?”

4 “His Eye Is on

the Sparrow,” for one

5 Forbid

6 “How repulsive!”

7 In the red

& Big name in electronic
instruments

9 One of four islands in
Maui County

10 “You're __ friends”
11 Bungle

12 Shooting sport

15 Passover meal

18 Canadian fuel giant

25 lowa college town
26 Gradually ease off
28 Org. with opening
and closing bells

30 PIN point

31 “__ knows?”

33 “Rubbish!”

35 Not quite run

36 Go-getters

37 India Pale

38 Pro’s camera

40 “Mom knows”

41 RPM gauge

42 Driver at the Oscars
47 Early afternoon hr.
48 Named

50 Feudal laborer

51 Laundry instructions
spot

52 %  Holmes™: Millie
Bobby Brown film

53 Obscures

54 Razzle-dazzle

55 Rib

57 B-ball shoe

58 Makes jokes

61 “That’s funny!”

64 Snag

65 Superlative ending
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Excellent - 33

SOLUTION 5698: est, eth, eths, ethos, hest,
hoe, hoes, hos, hose, host, hot, hots, set, she,
'\fhﬂe' shot, soh, sot, the, those, toe, toes, tnsh_j;
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Across

anagram) (8)

11“

1 It may be fleeting (4)

9 Guarantees, makes certain (7)
10 Ruler’s domain (RAMLE anagram) (5)
& Kel” (teen show) (5)
12 Courtly dance (6)

14 Swan-to-be (6)
16 Legitimate, not illegal (6)
19 Skittish, jumpy (2,4)

3 Carcinogenic fireproofing (BASS TOES

21 Crazy caper (3)

24 Concert setting (5)

25 Friendly (7)

26 Cook’'s three-minute hourglass (3,5)

27 “Ender’s __ " (classic sci-fi novel) (4)
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How many words of three or more letters,
including plurals, can you make from the five
letters, using each letter cnly once? No foreign
words or words beginning with a capital are
allowed. There's at least one five-letter word.

Amazing - 41

Feferanoe C,0.00 Tenth Edilion

£ 00 |0

Down

1 Award for a soccer toul (4,4)

2 Layer of

stones (5)

4 Bert and Ernie’s street (6)
5 Heartthrob Zac (5)

6 Tasseographer’s bit (EAT FLEA anagram)

(3,4)

7 ‘It’sthe ___ Old Song’ (Four Tops hit) (4)

8 Hypnotized state (6)
13 Post-fistfight shiner (5,3)

15 Root used in some energy drinks (7)
17 Saudi ___, OPEC member country (6)
18 “___ Mucho” (1944 chart- topper) (6)
20 ___ Harrison (George’s son) (3)

22 Fibula neighbor (35)

23 “A Horse With No ___ " (1971 America

hit) (4)

HIDATO

FIND THE PATH - SOLVE THE PUZZLE

Complete the grid so that numbers 1 - 136 connect
horizontally, vertically or diagonally:

MEDIUM

106 | 107 | 109 111
47 | 45 | 52 104 110
44 | 55 | 54 | 65 101 115 118
66 9% 119
41 | 39 | 37 67
33 a7 122 | 123
2 5 32 | 96 125
B | 27/ | 20 | A0 4 125?
26 80 | 76 129
10 | 11 81 84 | 91
13 b7 85 90 134
2 | 19 59 ©

SOLUTION ON SUNDAY
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5659

PREVIOUS
SOLUTION
(other combinations
may be possible)

PUZZLE COMPANY

OSx5S | |p| |of

Insert the missing letters
to complete ten words -
five across the grid and
five down.

Reference: Concise Oxford 10th Edition




THE JERUSALEM POST » WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2025

ENTERTAINMENT BILLBOARD

15

~ TELEVISION

PROGRAMS

KAN HD (Y/H11)

06:00 This Morning - with Arieh

Golan

08:00 Kalman Liberman

10:00 Daily Agenda - with Keren

MNeubach

12:00 Ocean Wonders - Episode 3

;I‘;:EE Special Delivery - 1. Cambo-
ia

13:02 Hitchhikers 7 - |Jerusalem,

Part 1

13:27 We”ll Meet Again 3 - Epi-

sode 3

14:00 News Flash

14:05 We"ll Meet Again 3 - Epi-

sode 3

14:20 Come Dine with Me 7 -

Hasharon 4

14:48 The Chase 7 - Episode 19

15:00 News Flash

15:05 The Chase 7 - Episode 19

15:47 Through the Looking Glass -

with Guy Zoh

16:00 Game of Pockets - with Liel

I_;:yzer
6:55 The World Today - with
Yoav Zehavi
I‘!ﬂ:ﬂﬂl Kan at Six - with Maya Rach-
in
18:55 Seven - with Ayala Hasson
19:53 The Evening Mews - with
Michal Rabinovic
21:30 The Chase 8 - Episode 31
22:30 Through the Looking Glass
- with Guy Zo
22:43 Night News - with Akiva
Movick
23:13 The Jews Are Coming 5 -
Episode 1

3:44 HPI Haut Potentiel Intellec-
tuel 3 - Epis

KESHET HD (Y/H12)

06:00 News Flash

06:10 The Morning Headlines
07:00 News Flash

07:08 The Morning News with Niv
Raskin

09:30 Mews Flash

09:35 Morning News with Nesli
and Yoav

11:00 Shemo and Shpitz - Favorite
Recipes - Pa

11:45 Guy Pinnes

12:00 Special News Broadcast
15:00 Today"s edition - With Ofer
Hadad anda,Zm

16:55 Five With Raffi Reshef
17:55 6:00 P.M with...

19:00 The Early News Edition
19:55 Main Edition

21:30 Eretz Nehederet

22:55 Cuy Pinnes

23:30 Intimately with Rafi Reshef

RESHET HD (Y/H13

06:00 This Morning - Preview
07:00 This Morning - Omer Yardeni
09:30 News Flash

09:35 Starting the Day - Yarden
Harel & Paz Ro

10:00 News Flash

10:05 Starting the Day - Yarden
Harel & Paz Ro

11:00 MNews Flash

11:05 Starting the Day - Yarden
Harel & Paz Ro

12:00 News Flash

12:05 The Legal Countdown -
Doron Herman

12:40 The Order of the Day: Real
Estate

13:00 News Flash

13:05 The Order of the Day: Real
Estate

13:15 Display Window

13:55 Survivor - 1:1 Interviews
14:00 News Flash

14:05 The Daily Report

15:00 Today"s News

16:55 Today"s Talk - With Lucy
Aharish

17:55 The Six O"Clock News
18:59 War Zone - Raviv Druker
19:53 The Main News Edition
21:15 Survivor - Episode 21
22:50 The Tube - Guy Lerer
23:20 The Past Day - With Tal Ber-
man

00:00 Maor”s Friends 3 - 1. Moroc-
can Grandma

HOT CHANMEL 3 (H3)

09:00 Wild Cards
09:47 A Million Little Things
10:33 The Day of the Jacka
11:25 New Amsterdam 5
12:08 Wild Cards
12:53 Suits
13:35 New Amsterdam 5
14:17 A Million Little Things
15:00 Days of Our Lives
-.}5?,53 The Young and the Restless,
r.
125:153The Bold and The Beautiful
)
7:00 Days of Our Lives
17:38 The Young and the Restless,
Yr. 46
18:16 Suits
18:57 Wild Cards
19:40 Mew Amsterdam 5
20:21 Ludwig
ﬂ:}g Suits 2
1 uri
22:55 Eﬂ
23:45 Ludwig
00:47 A Million Little Things
HOT ISRAELI ENTERTAINMENT

06:00 Renewal of Broadcasts at

08:00

08:00 Duo

08:27 Celebrity Coaching 2
08:52 The Chart 7.0
09:21 Towers

09:47 Touching Happiness
10:34 Michaela

11:20 The Champ 3
11:48 Koka Ltd., Season 1
12:19 Full Moon

12:42 Towers

13:10 Touching Happiness
13:57 Michaela

14:45 The Champ 3

15:13 Duo

15:39 Celebrity Coaching 2
16:04 The Chart 7.0

16:32 Towers

16:58 Touching Happiness
17:45 Michaela

18:31 The Champ 3

18:59 Koka Lid., Season 1
19:31 Nasrin the Legend
20:00 Touching Happiness
20:50 Michaela

21:35 The Champ 3
22:04 Nasrin the Legend
22:33 Full Moon

23:00 Touching Happiness
23:49 Michaela

00:36 The Champ 3
01:04 Koka Ltd., Season 1
01:37 Nasrin the Legend
02:06 Duo

02:34 Celebrity Coaching 2
02:59 The Chart 7.0

03:30 My Sister Jackie
03:55 Renewal of Broadcasts at
08:00

HOT HBO (H4)

%&ﬂ Renewal of Broadcasts at
10:05 Mad Men 5

10:55 Somebody Somewhere 2
11:27 Rematch

12:23 Dune: Prophecy

13:46 Curb Your Enthusiasm 6
14:20 Mad Men 5

15:08 Somebody Somewhere 2

15:38 Rematch

16:34 Dune: Prophecy

17:56 Curb Your Enthusiasm &
18:27 Somebody Somewhere 2
18:54 Rematch

19:47 Get Millie Black

20:39 Curb Your Enthusiasm &
21:12 Mad Men 5

22:00 Families Like Ours

22:55 Tulsa King 2

23:36 The White Lotus 2

00:41 The Righteous Gemstones 2

HOT ZONE (H5)

07:12 The Rookie 3

07:55 NCIS LA 14

08:38 Chicago Fire 12
09:19 Law & Order 24
10:01 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 4

10:43 FBI 5

11:26 NCIS LA 14

12:09 C5l: Vegas 3

12:51 The Rookie 3

13:34 Law & Order 24
14:16 Chicago Fire 12
14:57 SWA.T 7

15:40 NCIS LA 14

16:23 CSl: Vegas 3

17:05 Law & Order: Organized
Crime 4

17:47 The Rookie 3

18:30 Chicago Fire 12
19:11 Chicago Med 7
19:53 Law & Order 24
20:35FBI 5

21:18 NCIS LA 14

22:00 Chicago Fire 12
22:42 |aw & Order: SVU 26
23:24 The Rookie 3

YES TV DRAMA

06:00 My Brilliant Friend 3

06:56 Suillivan”s Crossing 2
07:40 Spencer Sisters

08:23 Nancy Drew 4

09:05 My Brilliant Friend 3

10:00 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

10:25 The Young And The Restless

50

11:10 The Way Home 2

11:53 Funny Woman 2

12:48 Sullivan™s Crossing 2
13:39 Spencer Sisters

14:29 Nancy Drew 4

15:18 My Brilliant Friend 3

16:20 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

16:45 The Young And The Restless 50
17:30 Nancy Drew 4

18:13 The Way Home 2

19:02 Funny Woman 2

19:55 The Bold And The Beautiful

2020-2021

20:20 The Young And The Restless 50
21:00 Ludwi

22:00 Hotel Cocaine

22:54 The Gilded Age

23:48 This Is Going To Hurt
00:17 Gaslit

01:12 The Gilded Age

02:15 This Is Going To Hurt

YES TV ACTION

06:00 Chicago Fire 7
06:45 Chicago Fire 7
07:30 Mcis: La 12

08:15 My Life Is Murder
09:03 My Life Is Murder
09:48 Law & Order (2022) 24
10:33 Law & Order: Svu 26
11:18 Chicago Fire 7

12:03 Chicago Fire 7
12:48 Fbi: International
13:33 My Life Is Murder
14:21 My Life Is Murder
15:09 Ncis: La12

15:54 Ncis: La12

16:39 Chicago Fire 7
17:24 Chicago Fire 7
18:09 Law & Order (EDE%) 24
18:54 Law & Order: Svu 26
19:39 Fbi: International
20:24 My Life Is Murder
21:12 My Life Is Murder
22:00 The Equalizer 5
22:45 SWA.TS8

23:27 Better Call Saul 6
00:15 The Wire 2 Hd
01:15 The Wire 2 Hd
02:15 Game Of Thrones 5

YES TV COMEDY

06:20 Hot In Cleveland 3
06:45 Hot In Cleveland 3
07:10 The Nanny 1
07:35 The Nanny 1
08:00 Ghosts Uk 4
08:30 Chosts Uk 5
09:00 Silicon Valley
09:30 Silicon Vall

10:00 Hot In Cleveland 3
10:25 Hot In Cleveland 3
10:50 Frasier 520233 2

11:20 Frasier (2023) 2

11:45 Married With Children 4
12:10 Married With Children 4
12:35 The Office 2

13:00 The Office 2

13:25 The Nanny 1

13:50 The Nanny 1

14:15 Silicon Valley

14:45 Silicon Vall

15:15 Ghosts Uk

15:45 Ghosts Uk 5

16:15 Frasier (2023) 2

16:45 Frasier (2023) 2

17:10 Married With Children 4
17:35 Married With Children 4
18:00 The Office 2

18:25 The Office 2

18:50 Silicon Valley

19:20 Silicon Vall

19:50 The Manny

20:15 The Nanny 1

20:40 Ghosts Uk 5

21:10 Ghosts Uk 5

21:40 Frasier (2023) 2

22:09 Frasier (2023) 2

22:34 Married With Children 5
22:59 Married With Children 5
23:24 The Office 2

23:49 The Office 2

00:09 It"s Always Sunny In Phila-
delphia 16

00:31 It"s Always Sunny In Phila-
delphia 16

00:52 Entourage 1

01:21 Entourage 1

01:47 Silicon Valley

MIDDLE EAST TV (Y109/H150)

11:00 Rawhide

12:00 Touched by an Angel
13:00 The 700 Club

14:00 Empowered for Healing &
Miracles

14:30 Isik Abla

15:00 The Rifleman

15:30 The Rifleman

16:00 Gunsmoke

17:00 Rawhide

18:00 Good Week Israel

18:30 It"s Supernatural

19:00 The 700 Club

20:00 Touched by an Angel
21:00 One America News Network
22:00 It"s Supernatural

22:30 Israel Daily

23:00 Manna Fest with Perry Stone
23:30 Wonders Without Numbers
with David Rives

00:00 Flavors Of Israel

00:30 The Rifleman

01:00 The Riflerman

HISTORY (Y37/H43)

06:00 The UnXplained with Wil-
liam Shatner 3 -
06:42 The Food that Built America

4-Ep. 2
n?ﬁ FDR - Eg:\ 3
08:50 Pawn 5tars 24 - Ep. 16

09:31 Pawn 5tars 25 - Ep. 6

10:12 The UnXplained with Wil-

liam Shatner 5 -

Eﬂ:gd The Proof is Out There 5 -
p.

11:35 Pawn Stars 25 - Ep. 8

12:16 The UnXplained with Wil-

liam Shatner 3 -

12:58 The Food that Built America

4-Ep.2
13:£I FDR - Ep. 1

15:04 Ancient Aliens 16 - Ep. 14
15:46 The UnXplained with Wil-
liam Shatner 5 -

16:28 The Proof is Out There 5 -

Ep. 5

lg:ﬂ!i Pawn Stars 25 - Ep. 4
IE:S'E:: The lcons that Built America
18:33 The Proof is Out There 3 -

Ep. 7

1%:14 The Iran-Israel War - Ep. 1
20:10 The Iran-Israel War - Ep. 2
21:07 The Proof is Out There 4 -

Ep. 1
Zq :48 History”s Greatest Mysteries

5- EJJ 2

22:30 Holy Marvles with Dennis
Quaid - Ep. 6

23:12 The Food that Built America

- Eg:\ 4
23:55 The Iran-lsrael War - Ep. 1
00:35 FDR - Ep. 3
léﬂ ?g The Proof is Out There 3 -
p.
02:40 The UnXplained with Wil-
liam Shatner 5 -
EIEI:EZ The Proof is Out There 5 -
p.
04:03 Pawn Stars 24 - E|_:|. 16
ﬂd-:;d :.;I'he Food that Built America
4 - Ep.

CLASSICA HD

06:18 Final: Nils Wanderer
06:38 Franck: Prelude, Choral et
Fugue
E ;T}‘J Mozart: Symphony Mo. 39,
07:33 Bach: Violin Sonata No. 3
BWV 1005)

7:57 |. 5. Bach: Arias, Solos, and
Duets
IZIIB:SE Semi-finals: Finzi, Duparc et
al.
09:20 Music in the Air
10:19 Ravel: Ma mere ["Oye
10:36 Classica Spotlight
11:04 Rachmaninoff: Piano Con-
certo Mo. 3
r.!lh% Schubert: String Quartet

0.
12:48 Hans Zender - Thinking
with Your Senses
13:45 Brahms: Violin Sonata No.
3, Op. 108
14:14 Berg: Viclin Concerto
14:44 Classica Spotlight
15:02 Mahler and Schoenbe
16:47 Mozart: 5tring Quartet No.
19, K. 465
17:16 Dance: Sheherazade (2010)
17:52 Choral Music by Bach,
Schutz et al.
19:07 Gershwin: Greatest Hits
20:43 The Violin"s Voice
21:35 Semi Final II: Jenny Chen
tII:D’D Bach: Brandenburg Concer-
05
23:35 Vorisek: Symphony in D
Major, Op. 23 ymph
00:41 Ueda: Gently...
01:00 Verdi: Rigoletto (Frizza)
03:12 Waldbuhne 2000: Rhythm
and Dance

YES DOCU (Y8)

08:25 Halston America’s first
superstar designer, Halston rose to
international fame in the 1970s,
creating an empire and personify-
ing the dramatic social and sexual
revolution of the last century. Dir.
Frederic Tcheng. 2019.

10:10 Spector Ep.3 Four-part doc-
umentary. Story of Phil Spector, the
roducer of iconic rock hits who in
009 was convicted for the 2003

B‘nunﬁr of acﬂe&j:-‘. Lana Egarksnn.
ir. Sheena M. e, Don Argott.
2022, e E
11:00 The |inx 2 Ep.3 2nd season
of true-crime docuserirs. Over the
next eight years the investigation
continues, revealing hidden materi-
al, Durst’s jail calls and interviews
with people who had never come
forward. Dir. Andrew Jarecki. 2024
12:00 The Synanon Fix Ep.3 Docu-
mentarly series explores the rise
and fall' of the Synanon organiza-
tion: from its early days as a
groundbreaking drug rehabilitation
rogram to its later descent into
what many consider a cult. Dir.
Rory Kennedy. 2024
13:00 Icons Unearthed 2 Ep.3
“lcons Unearthed 2: The Simp-
sons”. 6 part docu-series. Brian
Volk-Weiss explores the history of
the hﬁenda long-running anima-
tiﬂg 5 mt':rl “The Simpsons an~|d its
undeniable impact on ulture.
2022, P PP
13:45 Shakespeare: Rise of a
Genius Ep.3 Ep.3. Three-part series
explaining Shakespeare’s career
and examining his personal and
professional history. Numerous
experts tell his story interspersed
with dramatic vignettes showin
moments inhis life. UK. 20
14:45 American Oz Much of
author L. Frank Baum’s life was
spent in pursuit of success. Trying
everything from chicken breeding
to sales, he never lost his childlike
sense of wonder that eventually
crafted The Wonderful Wizard of
Oz. 2021.
16:45 The Crown ness When
high school ends two identical
twins of Jewish origin, start feeling
slightly lost. Being in your twenties
and having a bold atfitude is not
Ennuqh if you have an intellectual
disability. Dir. Valentina Bertani.
%g?%i 5 Ep.4 F rtd
2 or Ep.4 Four- oc-
umentarﬁtﬂr}a of Phil 5 o or, the
roducer of iconic rock hits who in
009 was convicted for the 2003
murder of actress Lana Clarkson.
Dir. Sheena M. Joyce, Don Argott.
2022,
19:20 The Synanon Fix Ep.4 Docu-
mentarly series explores the rise
and fall' of the Synanon organiza-
tion: from its early days as a
gmundhreakinP drudq rehabilitation
program to its later descent into
R

what many consider a cult. Dir.

ory Kennedy. 2024
20:20 Icons Unearthed 2 Ep.4
“lcons Unearthed 2: The Simp-
sons”. 6 part docu-series. Brian
Volk-Weiss explores the history of
the hﬁenda long-running anima-
tion show “The Simpsons”™ and its
undeniable impact on pop-culture.
2022,
21:05 The Platypus Guardian Pete
Walsh is a Tasmanian obsessed
with one of nature’s least under-
stood creatures, the platypus. With
the help of experts, Pete embarks
on a mission to save the species
before it is too late. Dir. Nick Hay-
ward. 2023
22:00 The Wall: Climb for Gold
Four female climbers face the
5ﬁnrtirt]'% challenge of a lifetime as
they attempt to Compete in the first
ever D‘Ilym pic climbing competition
at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. Dir.
Mick Hardie. 2022.

23:40 The Jinx 2 Ep.4 2nd season
of true-crime docuserirs. Over the
next eight years the investigation
continues, revealing hidden mater-
al, Durst’s jail calls and interviews
with people who had never come
forward. Dir. Andrew Jarecki. 2024
00:00 The Jinx 2 Ep.3 2nd season
of true-crime docuserirs. Over the
next eight years the investigation
continues, revealing hidden materi-
al, Durst’s jail calls and interviews

with people who had never come
forward. Dir. Andrew |arecki. 2024

CHANNEL 8 (H8)

06:00 Renewal of Broadcasts at
Mnmin%
gﬁ:ﬂl e need to talk about

05
07:01 The Human Factor
07:56 Strangest things 2
08:42 Hitlers Handmaidens
09:28 Life in color
10:11 Designer Shit
11:22 We need to talk about Cosby
12:21 Strangest things 2
13:07 Hitler's Handmaidens
13:53 Life in color
14:37 Designer 5hit
15:48 We need to talk about Cosby
16:48 Life in color
17:32 Strangest things 2
18:18 Designer Shit
19:30 We need to talk about Cosby
20:30 Hitler's Handmaidens
21:15 {5\: in America
22:10 We need to talk about Cosby
23:11 Jew in America
00:06 Marry Me However
01:14 We Need To Talk About Cosby
02:16 |ew In America
03:12 Marry Me However

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC (Y41/
H46)

06:20 Ice Road Rescue 2 - 1. Dan-
er On Death H

7:07 Filthy Riches - 7. In It to Win It
07:52 Alaska: The Next Generation
5 - 6. Power

08:37 Air Crash Investigation 23 -
2. Disaster

09:22 Air Crash Investigation 23 -
7. Pitch Ba

10:08 Drain The Oceans 3 - 10.
The Last Wrecks

10:58 Ice Road Rescue 2 - 2. Big
Freeze

11:45 Filthy Riches - 8. All or Noth-

in

1":’;:30 Alaska: The Next Generation
5-7.Dog C

13:14 Lost Cities With Albert Lin -
1. Fortres

14:00 Lost Cities With Albert Lin -
2. El Dor

14:47 Lost Cities With Albert Lin -
3. Ghost C

15:33 Air Crash Investigation 23 -
3. Deadly D

16:17 Air Crash Investigation 23 -
5. Eleven D

17:01 Car S05: Season 12 - 10.
Lexus 15200

17:48 Science of Stupid - 11. Half-

Pipe Wi u
1 Egli! ?c?gnce of Stupid - 12.
Chainsaw Hurrica

18:36 Drain The Oceans 3 - 9. Chi-

caqo
1?:25 Food Factory - 3. Holy Pierogy
19:49 Food Factory - 4. Full Steam
Ahead
20:13 Gathering 5torm - 5.
sz{:lhunn Alley

:00 Gathering Storm - 6. Cold
Ocean Killer
21:46 First Alaskans: Season 3 - 1.
How We Sur
22:30 Witness to Disaster - 2. Por-
tugal Hellfi
23:16 Gathering Storm - 5.

'&Ehunn Alle

:05 History: The Interesting Bits
- 6. How t

00:51 World War |I: Secrets from

Above 2 - 4,

01:38 World War ll: Secrets from
Above 2 - 5.

MEZZ0 FULL (H195)

10:31 InterMezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a variety of genres from Jazz
to Classical music.

11:00 Handel: Messiah - Coventry
Cathedral The English Concert,
Lisette Oropesa (Soprano), Alex
Potter (Countertenor), Michael

5 (Tenor), and Matthew Brook
(Bass) led by John Melson perform
Handel’s Messiah. Coventry Cathe-
dral, 2022.

13:25 Alfred Brendel Plays Liszt
Pianist Alfred Brendel pl.;ys Liszt:
Annees de Pelerinage. 1986.
14:30 |ascha Heifefz - God's Fid-
dler Mot since Paganini had there
been such a magician on the violin.
Thmuqh home movies and person-
al family photos, this documentary
re-creates a life that spanned the
20th Centurg (2011).

15:57 Aziz Shokhakimov: Brahms
Orchestre Philharmonique de Stras-
bourg, Choeur de I'Orchestre de
Paris, Pretty Yende {snprarl'neﬂ,
Ludovic Tezier (baritone) led by
Aziz Shokhakimov perform
Brahms's Ein deutsches Requiem,
Op. 45. 2024.

17:27 Alfred Brendel Plays Liszt
Pianist Alfred Brendel plays Liszt:
Annees de Pelerinage. 1986.
18:25 Pene Pati: Verdi, Massenet,
Gounod Prague Philharmonia,
Pene Pati (tenor), and Amina Edris
(soprano) led by Lukasz Borowicz
perform works by Verdi, Massenet,
Gounod, Puccini, Mascagni, Rossi-

Elijél'??sti, and Godard. Prague,
19:54 Coppel-LA by Jean-Christo-
he Maillot Dance. Les Ballets de

onte-Carlo. Choreography:

’aan-l:hristﬂphe Mrsmgt. riginal
usic and arrangement of Leo
Delibe’s score: Bertrand Maillot.
Monaco, Grimaldi Forum, 2022.
21:30 Dvorak: Rusalka - Dutch
National Opera Opera in 3 acts.
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra
and Chorus of the Dutch National
Opera led by Joana Mallwitz.
ohanni van Oostrum (Rusalka),
avel Cernoch (Prince). Amster-
dam, 2023.

00:15 Kyle Eastwood “Cinematic”
Kyle Eastwood’s (bass) ‘Cinematic’,
ft. Hugh Coltman (vocal) and
Camille Bertault (vocal). With:
Andrew McCormack (piano),
Quentin Collins (trumpet, hugle?
and others. |]azz a Vienne Festival,
2021.

01:17 Naissam Jalal: Landscapes of
Eternity Naissam Jalal (flute),
Debasmita Bhattacharya (sarod),
Leonardo Montana (piano), Flo
Comment (tanpura), Anuja Borude
Epakhawa'], Zaza Desiderio
drums). Ilazz sous les Pommiers,
2024,

02:12 Quartet Flash F'II';; -lazz ala
Peniche Quartet Flash Pig - Jazz a la
Peniche Maison Mougaro. With:
Maxime Sanchez (piano), Adrien
Sanchez (saxophone), Gautier Gar-
n":?ue ﬁdmms and Florent Nisse

5 D%lib e bass). Maison Nougaro,

02:49 Stella Almondo: Schumann,
Chopin 5tella Almondo (piano)
erforms works by Robert
humann, Frederic Chopin, Sergei

Rachmaninoff, and Alexander Scri-
abin. Salle Gaveau, Paris, 2023.
04:00 Romeo et |uliette

Gounod Opera in 5 acts. Zurich
Philharmonic and Zurich Opera
Choir led by Roberto Fores Veses.
Benjamin Bernheim (Romeo Mon-
taigu), Julie Fuchs (Juliette Capulet),
Yurry Hadzetskyy (Mercutio).
Zurich, 2023,

MOVIES

HOT CINEMA 1 (H16)

07:40 Mary Queen of Scots
Drama. Mary Stuart’s attempt to
overthrow her cousin Elizabeth |,
Queen of England. Cast: Margot
Robbie, Gll_<|y arce. Dir.: Josie
Rourke (UK, 2018).
09:43 The Cold Light of Day
After his family is kidnapped during
their sailing trip in Spain, a young
man tries to locate them and
expose a conspiracy. With Henry
Cavill, Bruce Willis (2012)
11:17 We Own the Night A
New York nightclub manager tries
to save his brother and father from
Russian mafia hit men. With |oa-
quin Phoenix, Mark Wahlberg,
Moni Moshonov (2007)
13:14 American Hustle A con
man and his seductive partner are
forced to work for the FBl and are
ushed into a world of powerbro-
rs and Mafia. With Christian Bale,
Adams, Bradley Cooper, Jenni-
fer rence (2013
15:31 A Time to Kill Drama. The
trial of a father who killed the men
who raped his daughter gives rise
to racial tensions in a southern
town. With Sandra Bullock, Mat-
thew Mchnaug_Ph {19‘96}
17:59 Ocean’s rteen Crime
Comedy. Danmf Ocean rounds up
the boys for a third heist after casi-
no owner W. Bank double-crosses
one of the original eleven. Cast:
BradSPii rtggurﬁe {Eéiug .?Dir: Ste-
ven So .
20:01 To Car%ch a Killer Thriller.
A troubled police officer is recruited
by the FBI to help track down a dis-
turbed individual terrorizing Balti-
more. Cast: Shailene Woodley, Ben
Mendelsohn. Dir.: Damian Szifron
LISA, 2023).

:00 The Score Thriller. An
acf:;[ing thief hopes to retire and live
off his ill-gotten wealth, when a
friend talks him into doing one last
heist. With Marlon Brando, Robert
De Niro {EEIJ‘IR
00:03 American Sniper Navy
SEAL sniper Chris Kyle's pinpoint
accuracy saves countless lives on
the battlefield and turns him into a
legend, but it also affects his per-
sonal life. With Bradley Cooper,
Sé%r}na Miller. Dir. Clint Eastwood

4
2:15 The Sweeney Action. A
hardened detective in the Flying
Squad of London's Metropolitan
police. Based on the ‘70s UK TV
show. Cast: Ray Winstone. Dir.:
Mick Love (UK, 2012).

HOT CINEMA 2 (H17)

06:38 The Marine Action. A
group of diamond thieves on the
run kidnap the wife of a recently
discharged marine who goes on a
chase to retrieve her. Cast: John
Cena, Robert Patrick. Dir.: John
Bonito (USA, 2006).

08:09 Interstellar A team of
explorers travel through a worm-
hole in an attempt to find a new
planet and ensure humanity’s sur-
vival. With Matthew McCo-
naughey, Anne Hathaway, Jessica
Chastain, Michael Caine (2014)
10:54 Next A Las ‘l.fe?as magician
who can see into the future is pur-
sued I:vly FBI agents seeking to use
his abilities to prevent a nuclear ter-
rorist attack. With Nicolas Caggb
ulianne Moore, |essica Biel (2007)

2:29 The Covenant Action.
During the war in Afghanistan, a
local interpreter risks his own life to
carry an injured sergeant across
miles of grueling terrain. Cast: |ake
g Izlgghaal. Dir.: Guy Ritchie (UK,
14:30 The Usual Susﬁcu Thirill-
er. A criminal interrogated by the

lice recalls a mysterious case
involving a fearsome criminal
called Keyser Soze. Cast: Kevin
Spacey, Stephen Baldwin. Dir.:
Bryan Singer (USA, 1995).
16:14 Terminator 2: jJudgment
Day A cyborg is sent back from the
future to kill john Connor before he
can grow up to lead the resis-
tance...With Armold Schwarzeneg-

er, Linda Hamilton (1991)

8:29 Backtrace The lone surviv-
in% thief of a violent armored car
robbery is sprung from a high
security facility and administered
an experimental drug. Dir.: Brian A.
Miller (USA, 2018).

20:05 Meg 2: The Trench
Action. A research team encounters
multiple threats while explorin
the depths of the ocean, including
a malevolent mining operation.
Cast: Jason Statham. Dir.: Ben
Wheatley (USA, 2023).
22:00 Savage Salvation Action.
A recovering opioid addict seeks
revenge on the dealers responsi-
ble for selling the drugs that killed
his fiancee. aEt:El’ack uston,
Robert De Niro. Dir.: Randall
Emmett (USA, 2022)
23:41 The Silenr.ing Thriller. A
reformed hunter living in isolation
on a wildlife sanctuary becomes
involved in a deadly game of cat
and mouse. Cast: Nikolaj
Coster-Waldau. Dir.: Robin Pront
Canada, 2020).

1:16 Blood Horror. Shortly after
moving in with her kids into her
old farmhouse, Jess’s son is bitten
by a dog, rEﬁuI'tlng in a mysterious
infection. Cast: Michelle
Mnna%han. Dir.: Brad Anderson
(USA, 2022).

HOT CINEMA 3 (H18)

06:21 No Reservations The life
of a top chef changes when she
becomes the guardian of her

ung niece. Cast: Catherine Zeta-
ﬁ]ﬁ Aaron Eckhart.(2007)

:03 About a Boy The story of

a cynical, immature young man
who is taught how to act like a
a little boy. With

ugh Grant, Toni Coll (2002)
09:42 The Break-Up In an
attempt to keep their condo from
each other after their break-up, a
couple’s thoughts and deeds get
uglier and nastier. With:Vince
Vaughn, Jennifer Aniston (2006)
11:26 Last Christmas Comedy.
Kate’s life takes a new turn when
she mees Tom, but for Kate, it
seems too good to be true. Cast:
Emilia Clarke, Emma Thompson.
Dir.: Paul Feig (UK, 2019).
13:07 Valentine’s Day On Valen-
tine’s Da{ési'ntemuining couples
and si in Los Angeles break-up
and make-up. With Ashton Kutch-
er, Julia Roberts (2010
15:09 Ocean’s 8 Debbie Ocean

rown-up

gathers an all-female crew to

attempt an impossible heist at New
York itES arly Met Gala. Cast:
Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett.
Dir.: Ga{{lﬂuss (USA, 2018).

16:58 The r Comedy.
Two friends on a road trip compete
for the affection of a handsome
man when their flight is redirected
due to a hurricane. Cast:Kate
Uptﬂn, Alexandra Daddario.
Dir.:William H. Macy (USA 2017).
18:25 My Old Lady An American
man inherits an apartment in Paris
that comes with an unexpected
resident... With Kevin Kline, Kristin
Scott Thomas, Maggie Smith

2014

0:11 Sam & Kate Drama. A son
returns to his small hometown to
take care of his ailing father. Cast:
Sissy Spacek. Dir.: Darren Le Gallo

USA, 2022).

2:00 Marry Me Music superstar
Kat decides to impetuously marry
an audience member during her
concert after she learns of her fian-
ce’s infidelity. Cast: Jennifer Lopez,
Owen Wilson. Dir.: Kat Coiro (USA,
EDEE)I.

23:51 Darling Companion The
story of a woman who loves her
dog more than her husband. And
then her husband loses the dog.
With Kevin Kline, Diane Keaton,
Ayelet Zorer (2012)

01:35 Sex and the City: The
Movie Comedy. Carrie’s
long-awaited wedding is about to
come frue, but problems soon
arise as the event gets too big.
Cast: Sarah |essica Parker, Kim Cat-
trall. Dir.: Michael Patrick King
(USA, 2008).

HOT CINEMA 4 (H19)

06:02 The Eichmann Show
Dramatisation of the team hoping
to televise the trial of Adolf Eich-
mann, an infamous Nazi responsi-
ble for the deaths of millions of
ews. Cast: Martin Freeman. Dir.:

aul Andrew Williams (UK, 2015).
07:38 Let Him Go Thriller. A
retired sheriff and his wife, grieving
over the death of their son, set out
to find their only grandson. Cast:
Kevin Costner, Diane Lane. Dir.:
Thomas Bezucha (USA, 2020).
09:32 My Ha Ending
Drama. A famous actress finds her-
self in a British hospital room with
three other women who help her.
Cast: Andie MacDowell, Miriam
Margolyes. Dir.: Tal Granit, Sharon
M on (UK-Israel, 2023).
11:02 The Hollars A man returns
to his small hometown after learn-
ing that his mother has fallen ill
and is about to undergo surgery.
\gg? ohn Krasinski, Anna Kendrick

2:31 Equals Drama. In an emo-
tionless utopia, two people fall in
love after being infected by a mys-
terious disease, cau5ing tensions
between them and their society.
With : Nicholas Hoult, Kristen Stew-
art. Fﬂm
14:13 ite Bird: A Wonder
Story Drama. Julian is transformed
by the story of his grandmother’s
attempts to escape Nazi-occupied
France durin rid War Il. Cast:
Ariella Glaser, Orlando Schwerdt.
Dir.: Marc Forster (USA, 2023).
16:13 The King's §
Drama. The story of King Geo
VI and his relationship with the
speech therapist who helped the
unsure monarch overcome his
stammer. Cast: Colin Firth, Geof-

Rush. Dir.: Tom Hooper (UK,
2010).
18:11 After Everything Drama.
After breaking up with his true
love, author Hardin Scott travels to
Portugal in an attempt to make
amends for his past behavior. Cast:
osephine Langtord. Dir.: Castille
ndon (USA, 2023).
19:45 The Taste of Things
Drama. The story of Eugenie, an
esteemed cook, and Dodin - the
fine gourmet chef she has been
working for over the last 20 years.
Cast: Juliette Binoche. Dir.: Anh
Hung Tran (France, EDEHES
22:00 The Blind Side Drama.
The true story of a homeless boy
who became an All American foot-
ball player, with the help of a car-
ing woman and her family. Cast:
Sandra Bullock, Quinton Aaron.
Dir: John Lee Hancock (US 2009)
00:07 A Little Chaos Two talent-
ed Iandscal:ve artists become
v i

romantically involved while build-
ing a garden in King Louis XIV's

I:aa ace at Veersailles. With Kate Wins-
et, Alan Rickman (2014

02:04 The Last Face director
of an aid agency in Africa meets a
relief-aid doctor amid a political
revolution. Together face
tough choices regarding humani-
tarianism. With Charlize Theron,
|avier Bardem (2016)

YES MOVIES DRAMA (1)

09:33 My Father”s Secrets An
intimate, funny and thought-pro-
voking film that focuses on a fami-
Iry’s journey to reconciliation after
acing the trauma of the Holocaust.
Based on the autobiographical
novel lz:g Israeli author Michel Kich-
ka. 20
10:50 The Bookshop Drama.
England 1959. In a small East
Anglian town, Florence Green
decides, against polite but ruthless
local opposition, to open a book-
shop. With: Emily Mortimer, Patri-
ca Clarkson. Dir: Isabel Coixet. Brit-
ain, 2017.
12:44 Woman in Gold Drama.
5ix decades after WWII, a Jewish
woman retumns to Vienna to
reclaim family belongings that had
been seized by the Nazis. With
Helen Mirren, Ryan Reynolds, Dan-
iel Bruhl (2015)
14:34 Burnt A successful chef
who ruined his career with drugs
ets clean and returns to London,
etermined to redeem himself by
heading a top restaurant. With
EradI? Coo 2015) .
16:16 The ing Veil: Inspi-
ration Emma’ life plan is thrown
off course when Paolo must return
to Italy to take care of his father
and she discovers a new passion
for making art accessible to all.
Stars Autumn Reeser, Paolo Bernar-
dini. 2023
17:45 The Lucky One After serv-
ing three tours of duty in Iraq, a
ung Marine travels to Louisiana
0 look for the woman he believes
was his good luck charm during
the war. With Zac Efron, Taylor
Schilling (2012)
19:27 The Son Peter has his busy
life with new partner Beth and their
baby thrown into disarray when his
ex-wife Kate turns up with their
teenage son, Nicholas. With: Hugh
Eckman, Laura Dern, Anthony
opkins. 2022,
21:30 Richard Jewel Drama.
American security guard saves
many lives from an explodin
bomb at the 1996 Dlym{fics, ut is
vilified by journalists and the press

who falsely reported that he was a
terrorist. Dir: Clint Eastwood. 2019.
23:41 The Mauritanian Drama.
Mohamedou Ould Slahi fights for
freedom after being detained and
imprisoned without charge by the
U.5. Government for years. 2021.
00:47 Potato Dreams Of
America An autobiographical dark
comedy about a gay [Z growing
up in the Soviet Union, his mail-or-
der bride mother and their adven-
turous escape to America.

YES MOVIES ACTION (2)

08:37 65 (2023) An astronaut
crash lands on a mysterious planet
only to discover he's not alone.
With: Adam Driver, Ariana Green-
blatt, Chloe Coleman. Directors:
Scott Beck, Bryan Woods. USA,
2023.
10:11 On The Line (2022) A
host takes a call, where an
unknown person threatens to kill
the showman’s entire family on air.
Now he have to Pla{, a survival
ame. With: Mel Gibson, William
oseley. Director: Romuald Bou-
langer. USA, 2022.
11:57 Last Seen Alive Will's
soon-to-be ex-wife vanishes at a
as station. He delves into the
wn's criminal underbelly while
running from the authorities in a
race against time to find her. With:
Gerard. Butler. Dir. Brian Good-
man. 2022
13:34 Plane (2023) A pilot finds
himself caught in a war zone after
he's forced to land his commercial
aircraft during a terrible storm.
With: Gerard Butler, Mike Colter.
Dir:iean-Franmis Richet. 2023.
15:23 Symgatg For The Devil
After being forced to drive a myste-
rious 15).35515%1913 at gun I|1:mint, a
man finds himself in a high-stakes
ggme of cat and mouse where it
comes clear that not everything
is as it seems. With: Nicolas Cage.
2023.
16:55 The Covenant During the
war in Afghanistan, a local inter-
preter risks his own life to carry an
Injured sergeant across miles of
ﬁmeling terrain. With: Jake Gyllen-
aal. Dir: Guy Ritchie. 2023,
18:58 Honest Thief (2020)
Action. Wanting to lead an honest
life, a notorious bank robber tums
himself in, only to be dou-
ble-crossed by two ruthless FBI
agents. With:
Liam Meeson. Dir: Mark Williams.
2020.
20:38 House-wife A mother
recovering from a brutal accident
moves into a prototype smart
home. As she begins to get settled,
she finds out that the house’s
groundbreaking Al technology is
quickly developing real human
emotions. 2024.
22:00 300 (2006)
23:57 Zone 414 Thriller. A private
detective is hired by an eccentric
businessman to track down his
missing daughter. With: Guy
Pearce, Matilda Lutz. Dir: Andrew
Baird. 2021.

YES MOVIES COMEDY (3)

08:07 Kinky Boots A drag queen
comes to the rescue of a man who
needs to diversify his product
(shoes) if he wants to keep the
business afloat... Cast: Joel Edger-
ton, Chiwetel Ejiofor. Dir. Julian Jarr-
old. USA, 2005.
09:55 About My Father When
Sebastian tells his old-school Italian
immigrant father Salvo that he is
going to propose to his all-Ameri-
can girlfriend, Salvo insists on
crashing a weekend with her tony
ﬂrﬁntﬁ. With: Robert De Niro.
11:27 Moving On (2023) Two
old friends reconnect at a funeral
and decide to get revenge on the
widower who messed with them
decades before. With: Jane Fonda,
gl Egnmlin. Director: Paul Weitz.
12:54 5liding Doors A young
woman leaves work earlier than
usual. and the plot diverges into
two different possibilities. With
Cl.i?‘nem Paltrow, John Hannah
(UK, 1998).
14:34 Wedding Year (2019)
Comedy. A commitment-phobic 27
r old’s relationship is put to the
t when she and her new boy-
friend go to 7 weddings in the
same year. With: Sarah Hyland. Dir:
Robert Luketic. 2019.
16:10 Eat Wheaties! A man
who leads a dull life accidentally
stalks an old college classmate,
actress Elizabeth Banks, on social
media. He rediscovers more of him-
self and the true meaning of friend-
ship in his attempts to prove he
knows her. 2020.
17:41 How to Be a Latin Lover
Dumped after 25 years of mar-
riage, a man who made a career of
seducing rich older women must

move in with his estranged sister.
With Salma Hayek, Eugenio Derbez

(2017

19:37 Snack Shack Mebraska
City, 1991, two best friends get the
chance to run the swimming [gxll
snack shack, that later comes to be
the perfect scenario for transgres-
sion, fun, personal discovery and

romance. 2024,

21:30 She’s Funny That Way A
married Broadway director
implores a call girl to turn her life
around, while the star of his latest
production makes a play for his
wife. With Imogen Poots, Owen
Wilson, |ennifer Aniston. (2014)
23:05 ria Set in Victorian
London, the amusing true story of
the invention of the vibrator, initial-
ly a device used to treat a common
women's disease. With Hugh

Dancy, Maggie Gyllenhaal (2011)
EUROSPORT
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Amos Gitai asks, ‘Why War, in his new film

* By HANNAH BROWN

ne brilliant phrase [ find
myself quoting year
after year is by the critic

Paul Valéry, who wrote, about
a century ago, “Everything
changes but the avant-garde.”

I'm mentioning this quote
again in connection with Amos
Gitai's latest film, Why War,
which was shown at the Haifa
International Film Festival and
is playing in theaters around
Israel. The title asks a question
that will always be relevant,
especially now, of course.

The director attempts to
answer it in an inventive way,
by quoting from an exchange
of letters between Albert Ein-
stein and Sigmund Freud in the
early 1930s. The movie manag-
es to trivialize the quoted text
with cliched stylistic flourishes
that make their debate seem
inane, but which lovers of the
ever-unchanging avant-garde
style may find meaningful.

Right off the bat, one annoy-
ing aspect of the movie is that
it's in French. Gitai has worked
with French actors frequent-
ly in the past, and the French
have consistently been the big-
gest fans of his work, so from
his point of view this makes
sense, but if there’s one thing
we know about a correspon-
dence between Freud and Ein-
stein, it’s that it was in German.

There's nothing really wrong
with translating it to French
except that in Gitai's hands, the
French translation lends itself
to aphoristic posturing of ideas
that are crisp and to the point
in the English translation of
their letters, as they likely were
in the original German.

The movie starts off with a

FROM THE film “Why War.” (Dan Bronfeld/Agav Film)

sequence relevant to the cur-
rent war, in Hostages Square
in Tel Aviv. As several female
soldiers walk by, an ambulance
passes and a group does yoga to
honor the former hostage Car-
mel Gat, who was murdered
this summer by Hamas. The
camera veers off into the model
of a terror tunnel that was built
in the square to make the pub-
lic more aware of the hostages’
plight.

But soon, we've moved
2,000 years back in history, to
the time of the Romans and
the destruction of the Second
Temple, as texts from Flavius
Josephus’s The Jewish War are
read and soldiers fight and die.
[n case you weren't aware, this
makes the point that wars have
been going on for along time in
this region.

Much of the rest of the movie

features shots of the actors
playing Freud (Mathieu Amal-
ric) and Einstein (Micha Lescot)
reading aloud from their letters.
Their correspondence was initi-
ated by the League of Nations,
the precursor to the United
MNations, which asked Einstein
to discuss the question of why
war kept happening with any-
one in the world, and Einstein
chose Freud.

They debate the physical
aspects of war (Einstein) versus
psychological aspects (Freud),
including the arms industry,
war profiteering, and how
humanity’s violent nature
can be controlled. Freud puffs
a cigar and talks about want-
ing “to liberate humans from
the threat of war.” He seems to
have most of the good lines, as
he chides the physicist for his
astonishment that it is so easy

to make people enthusiastic
about war, and naturally ref-
erences his theories about the
death instinct.

WHILE THERE have been
successtul films that are essen-
tially a conversation between
two people sitting across a
table - Louis Malle’s My Din-
ner with Andre comes to mind
- this exchange of bon mots in
French seems especially static
and irrelevant.

The monologues are inter-
spersed with scenes that don™
connect but are meant to
emphasize the points Einstein
and Freud make. There is foot-
age of a French actress (Irene
Jacob, who starred in Gitai's
recent film, Shikun) checking
into a hotel room, watching
the news, and talking to her
son on the phone. There's also

an operatic choir that, at one
point, performs the kaddish
prayer in Hebrew.

Jacob wears an orange slip

dress and writhes around
under a sheer white cloth on
the beach, which may repre-
sent a shroud - 1 wish [ were
making this up, but I'm not
— and the dress slips off and
she wades nude into the surf.
Later, she writhes on one of the
stone slabs at Berlin's Holocaust
memorial, which makes a fairly
obvious point.

In another scene, Jacob
very slowly dyes her hair red
on camera, smearing the dye
on her face and body so that
it looks like blood. Two Israe-
li actresses who have acted in
several of Gitai’s films, Keren
Mor and Yael Abecassis, stand
around and hug. It seemed to
me they were meant to repre-

sent mothers of hostages offer-
ing each other comfort.

Texts by Susan 5Sontag and
Virginia Wooll, all in French,
are quoted, and later there are
scenes set in an actors’ dress-
ing room, where two Ukrainian
actors who are a couple debate
whether they should raise chil-
dren in their war-torn country.

Unlike virtually all the think-
ers he quotes and references in
Why War, Gitai actually fought
in a war, the Yom Kippur War,
where he was wounded when
a helicopter he was riding in
was hit by a missile fired from
Syria, but he doesnt add any
insights based on his own mil-
itary service.

He dramatized this experi-
ence in the movie Kippur (2000)
and ends this film with an
image of a soldier looking out
over green fields from a heli-

copter from that movie. But
if you haven't seen Kippur or
don’t know about the director’s
biography, the image will mean
nothing to you.

Gitai is one of Israel’s most
prolific filmmakers, with 68
directing credits (including for
short films) to his name, and
deserves respect for managing
to make nearly one feature film
per vear, even during periods
when the Israeli film industry
was In the doldrums. Abroad,
he is without a doubt Israel’s
most acclaimed director. In per-
son, he is warm and self-depre-
cating.

Every time [ see one of his
films, I hope for the best, but I
have enjoyed only parts of one
or two of his movies. To return
to Valéry's quote, everything
changes but the avant-garde -
and Amos Gital.

‘Better Man' is the next evolution of the

* By AMY NICHOLSON

F I A he pop star Robbie
Williams is leagues
more famous in

his homeland of England
than in the United States,
American tastemakers hav-
ing capriciously chosen to
ignore his chart-topping
'90s boy band Take That and
megawatt solo career. Go see
his biopic anyway. All you
need to know heading into
Better Man is that Williams
considers himself a perform-
ing monkey. Some screen-
ings even have a pretaped
introduction where he tells
vou so himself.

The wildly creative direc-
tor Michael Gracey (The
Greatest Showman) fills you
in on the rest with hilar-
ious, no-holds-barred zeal:
the drugs, the tabloid love
affairs, the insecurity that
made Williams desperate
to be famous - a need to
entertain that rewarded him
with 14 No. 1 albums on the
UK charts and a Guinness
world record for selling 1.6
million concert tickets in 24
hours, as well as exhaustion
and rehab. Through it all,
the infamous party animal
is played by a CGI chimpan-
zee. As Williams the monkey
admits to his support group,
“I'm unevolved.”

Williams produces and nar-
rates the film and seems to
have given the screenwriters
Simon Gleeson, Oliver Cole,
and Gracey the go-ahead
to rip him to shreds. Some
superstars hide their meg-
alomania under humility;
Williams shields his tender-
ness with jokes about being
a narcissist, only exposing
his wounds in his muscular,
vulnerable lyrics. He insults
himself in the first minute of
the movie, and from then on
wears his humiliations like a
Purple Heart pinned to his
hairy, simian chest.

[t's conceivable that the
guy who titled his best-of
album The Ego has Landed
approved the chimpanzee
gimmick because he sim-
ply couldn’ bear the idea
of a casting director discov-
ering a younger version of
Robbie Williams. And it’s

JONNO DAVIES in the movie ‘Better Man.” (Paramount Pictures/TNS)

easy to accept the conceit.
Both chimps and pop stars
are prone to destroying fur-
niture and grinning while
ripping off your face. Even
physically, Williams shares
an ape’s frank gaze and defi-
ant chin. He charges instinc-
tively after what he wants,
chiefly a crowd so deafen-
ing he can't hear his own
self-loathing.

Here, Williams acknowl-
edges his struggles with
depression. But his goal is
the same as ever: Entertain
at all costs. That's been his
modus operandi - a defense
mechanism, really - since he
was a l6-year-old, terrified
that he was the least-tal-
ented and most-replaceable
member of Take That, the
biggest teenybopper pop
act in Britain at the time.
By moxie alone, he became
Take That's fan favorite, the
cheeky one who would do
anything for applause. Bar-
ing his bum on TV, Williams
is the embodiment of the
phrase “charm offensive.”

Yes, there are the beats
you expect in a musician’s
biopic: the scene where he
quits the band, the song lyr-
ics scribbled after a trage-
dy, the wrenching quest for
validation from his absent
father, Peter (Steve Pember-
ton, fantastic). If you could
tear your eyes away from the
screen enough to check a
stopwatch, not one minute
goes by without a flourish
that’s either funny, ridicu-
lous, stunning, or emotion-
al. Sometimes, they're all
at once, like when young

Williams (played by Carter
J. Murphy) mimics his dad,
a two-bit club performer, as
they sing along with Frank
Sinatra on television. The
moment is at once a lens
into a power dynamic that
will run the length of the
film, and a send-up of mon-
key see, monkey do.

Jonno Davies is the ape per-
former under the Weta FX
motion capture and he’s ter-
rific, as is the ensemble that
acts against him with spec-
tacular conviction. His Wil-
liams is always in motion:
winking, gyrating, climbing
in people’s laps. Millions of
people watched the awards
shows where Williams wag-
gled his hips at Tom Jones,
or challenged Oasis’s Liam
CG;allagher to a fist fight -
moments that have been
absorbed into pop culture.
Williams was loose and free
and likely blitzed out of his
mind. Davies, however, nails
it sober.

It’s unclear how much of
the dance choreography
Davies is doing under those
pixels. He's a proper theater
actor who came to renown
playing Alex in an onstage
production of A Clockwork
Orange. There’s a rousing
musical sequence where
the Take That lads rampage
through the West End and,
at the song’s peak, Williams
leaps from the top of a dou-
ble-decker red bus. Like
everything in the movie,
this heavily digitized fabu-
losity is all vibes - the gleeful
mayhem of being rich and
famous and 20 years old.

The other four actors in the
scene playing the human
members of the band are
fully exposed and great at
both dancing and self-mock-
ery. Jake Simmance, as song-
writer Gary Barlow, gets one
of the film’s biggest laughs.
Incensed that Williams
is falling down drunk at a
stadium show, his Barlow
flounces up in a thong to
hiss, “You're making us look
like fools out there!”

The script toys with our
awareness that pretty much
everyone Williams feuded
with is still alive - even his
dad - and some, including
Nigel Martin-Smith, the
founder of Take That, have
proven to be litigious. Fit-
tingly, the humor bobs and
weaves, setting up punch
lines only to pivot to a zing-
er. Nigel, Williams says, is
“an absolute sweetheart.”
Cue a pause long enough
to make you wonder if he’ll
leave it there or drop the
hammer. (He drops it, over
and over.) For a bonus dig at
the dawn of the grunge era,
the hair and makeup team
give Nigel (Damon Herri-
man) an icky, trendy chin-
strap goatee.

As for Williams's fans,
they're seen as equal parts
thrilling and terrifving. After
he leaves Take That in 19935,
suicide hotlines are flooded
with calls from sobbing girls.
Here, during a nightmarish
underwater rendition of
his ballad “Come Undone,”
those teenagers swirl around
him like frenzied chum,
their slashed wrists trailing
blood as they threaten to
sink him, too.

The only thing scarier
would be going ignored, a
dilemma Williams satirized
in his 2000 music video Rock
DJ, which, if you weren’t
scarred by it at the time,
climaxes with Williams
impressing a room of women
by cheerfully peeling off his
own skin and pelting the
crowd with chunks of his
raw flesh.

AUDIENCES THAT know
his hits will see them gor-
geously recontextualized as

needed to suit his life story *

- the chronology of his sin-
gles doesn’t matter at all.
In these mini-music videos,
Gracey and his five-person
editing team merge the pres-
ent and future to cover as
much ground as they can.
The standout is the love song
“She’s the One,” which starts
with Williams meeting his
early girlfriend, All Saints’
Nicole Appleton (Raechelle
Banno), on a yacht. As the
fledgling couple whirls into
a ballet, the number flashes
forward to show the heart-
break ahead, and then cuts
back again so that we feel
the sting of all that wasted
promise.

There’s no need for the
movie to look this good.
Erik A. Wilson's cinematog-
raphy is warm and grainy,
it and the script have been
polished until the scene

music biopic

transitions flow like vodka
down a frat party’s ice luge.
Gracey gets an astonish-
ing amount across in the
details: the goofy creak of
a leather jumpsuit, a cam-
era angle tilted to show the
utterly unspectacular pul-
ley system that yanked Wil-
liams upside down in front
of a crowd of 125,000. The
production designers are
always pulling the rug out
from under us. As soon as
Williams ascends to a new
height of fame, it begins to
look tatty. There’s always
someplace cooler he's got to
get to next.

Yet, even as the movie cap-
tures Williams’s reckless-
ness, it's also a convincing
sketch of his artistic growth
and commitment. We catch
on that he's a genuine
songwriter before he does.

There’s a moment where
his new manager (Antho-
ny Hayes) warns Williams
that success will drain him
of everything he’s got, and
then the film launches into
an exhausting montage of
cocaine and crowds and
puke that proves him right.

S0 it says something about
American hardheadedness
that we've resisted learning
about Robbie Williams for
the last 35 vyears. We're as
stubborn as he is.

But go to the movie any-
way. Within two hours,
you’ll be so caught up in
his charismatic maelstrom
that when one chimpanzee
tearfully stabs a baby chim-
panzee on a confetti-ed bat-
tlefield, you’ll think, yes
Robbie, I totally understand
where you're coming from.

(Los Angeles Times /TNS)

in Israel and abroad.
Twenty-eight

Museum of Art.

States, stated:

contestants
the ages of 21 and 30 competed in the
2024 Spring Competitions in the follow-
ing disciplines: piano, viola, violin, and
woodwinds. At the conclusion of the final
round, the winners in each category were
announced at a festive event at the Tel Aviv

The winners for this year are: Piano: Itam-
ar Feinberg; Violin: Michael Shaham; Viola:
Noga Shaham; Woodwind: Doron Hazan
(saxophone); Outstanding Performance of
an Israeli Work Prize: Doron Hazan (saxo-
phone) and Elad Navon (clarinet).

Iris Reff-Ronen, CEO of the America-Isra-
el Cultural Foundation, who also serves as
the CEO of the foundation in the United

Aviv Competitions
winners announced

=« By NERIA BARR

F I Ahe America-Israel Cultural Founda-
tion (AICF) has concluded its Spring
Competitions and announced the

winners across all categories. The AICF's

Spring Competitions provide a platform for

young musicians on the cusp of a profes-

sional career at the highest levels.
Through the competition, participants
gain exposure to audiences and critics, per-
formance opportunities, radio broadcasts,
and assistance in developing their careers

between

journey.”

THE AVIV Competitions prize winners. (Askaf)

“We are delighted to conclude the foun-
dation’s Spring Competitions, and as
always, it was exciting to encounter the
many talents who graced the stage and
amazed us with their musical abilities. We
are proud to support and accompany them.
In these challenging times for the State
of Israel, the Spring Competitions, which
are one of the highlights of Israel’s musi-
cal culture, also provide moments of heal-
ing and comfort. The judging process was
demanding, and ultimately, the winners
were announced. I congratulate them and
am excited to continue with them on their




